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N THE AGTIOR ON THE lst of JULY, 1918.

On the morning of the lst July the Brigade was
disposed in Assenmlly Trencghes in accordance with orders as
follows.

lst Vave. Advanced Trench.

2nd & 3rd waves. 0ld Front line Irench.

4th wave. RETRESCHUENT.

Carryling Companies el Bl
Asssulting Battalions. GRULN SIREEY.
Two leading Companies

Supporting Battelion 1st SUPPORT LINE

l1st HONMOUTHS of RAYMOHND AVENUE.

RIGHT CONPARY
lst MONMOUTHS

2nd SUPPORT LINE South
of REGENT STREET.

2/1st N.Mid.Field 2nd SUPPORT LINE North

Company R.E. of REGENT STREET.

2 rear Coys. SUPPORT Bn. Zrd SUPPORT LENE.

Reserve Battalion. HAMELESS ROAD, with one Company
in BUSH and BASTION TRENCH.

)
)
)
)
LEFT COMPANY ; 1st SUPPORT LINE North
)
)

The trenches were still very wet and muddy and to assist in
this matter, Units had taken up as many floorboards as pesei
they could carry with them when they filed up into the trenches
overnignt.

Hot tea and rum had been served to every Company under Brigade
arrangements before 6-30 a.n.

At 6-26 a.m. the bombardment commenced as arranged, and at
7-26 a.m. the smoke cloud started.

The wind was none too favourable to commence with and
subsequently changed to a less favourable quarter.

At 7-27 a.n. in accordance with orders, the 2nd
wave began to move out through our wire and at 7-30 a.mn. the
attack was launched. The lsat three waves got away to time ;
but there wasa little delay in the 4th wave getting out, owing
to the deep mud in the trenches, and still more delay in the
Carrying Companies moving forward (due to a similar reason)
and also on account of the enemy's barrage of Artillery, Rifle
and Machine Gun Fire, which was now very heavy on ocur old
front line trench.

It was therefore not till 8«17 ae.m. that the Carrying Company
of the Hth Battalion Sherwood Foresters moved over the old
front line parapet.

The Carrying Company of the LEFT BATTALION (7th Battalion
Sherwood Foresters) got away in better time, but suffered
tremendously in going forward.

ihe doings of each Battalion will now be taken separately

as far as they can be ascertained from statements given

by survivérs

The Sth BATTALION SHERWOOD FORLUSTERS UiIQHT ASSAULTING ABATTALION)

As stated above, the first three waves of this Battalion

got off to time, the 4th wave was a little late and the
Varrying Company took a considerable time to get going.

fo begin with the smoke cdoud over this Battalion was good and
80 dense that men of the waves found it very difficult to keesp
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touch with each other - many therafore lost their line of
direction almost at once.

The first and second waves® reached the German lst line fairly
easily but were very scattered by the time they had reached
that point.

The third and fourth waves suffered very severely in getting up
particularly from Machine Gun Fire from the direction of
GOMMECOURT 7WOOD.

The majority of the former two waves passed on over the
Gorman 18t line but there is no evidence forthcoming to show
what happened to them there, for not a man of this Battalion who
reached the £nd German line has returned.

Assalready stated the remaining waves suffered very seversly
mmmumwmmmlumﬁ'aumn almost
every point. 8By the time individuals from theose waves arrived
at the German l1lst line, they found that the enemy who had been
taking refuge in their deep dug-cuts had now come up and mammed
their parapets in parties.

Practically all these parties thsed Bombs and bot rifles.

There is evidence to show that portions of the 3rd wave advanced
over the lst German line tovards the 2nd, but very few of the
4th wave appear to have got beyond the lst German line. Here much
bomb fighting took place and our men inflicted much damage on the
enemy.

Eventually owing to being outmmbered and bombs running out,
those of our men who survived had to retire into shell holss

and lie there till dark. In processsof time one Officer and 24
other ranks found their way back to our lines.

The CGarrying Company in the mean time had been held up
by the heavll and accurate barrage and very few if any got beyond
guo y:n;dmit trench, and those who did, only a very little way

Of the 6 Lewis Guns that advanced with the 4th wave only
one was got back. This gun got as far as the lat German line where
two out of three of its team becane casualties, after firing off
one drum. The third nan in this case wassable to withdraw it.

Two other guns came into action in the German lst line trench
until their teamns became casualties. There is also evidence
- to show that another gun was seen passing overfthe lst German line
:onrd-tho&nemnmy what became of the other two guns
8 not known.

SAULTING ABA (TALIOH)

The first three waves of this Battalion who was assaulting on the
lef't of the Hth Battalion Sherwood Forssters, moved ocut to time.
As on the right, they found the wire well cut and esasy to get

through.

Out of the above three waves only about 20 men as far as is known

reached the German 2nd line. Here this small party remained till

the smoke cleared, when finding they were not suppobted and that

the Germans were bombing them from both aides, they fekl back

on the lst German line, about 5 reaching it. In this trench they

found about 24 of our men who had been endeavouring to make some

sort of a fire position. Before this could be done the enemy

made a bombing attack from both sides. Our men offered a stubborn

dresistance till their supply of bombs ran out, when those who

survived retired and tobk cover in shell holes immediately West -

of the German line and remained there till dusk.

In the original advance a small party of bombers under

2/Lieut .BURTON worked their way up what would appear to be OUSE

C.T. and advanced beyond the German 2nd line bombing dug-outs

on the way and accounting for a number of Germans. This trench

was found badly knbcked about by our Artillery and as no further

progress could be made up it, the part got out and started for the

German 3rd line "omerland'.

Liout.BURION and several of the party were then hit and the

remainder tokk momentarily cover in a shell hole to which

Lisut.BURION crawled and fired several Rifde Grenadies fron. -
(5 I
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Ihe remnants of this party eventually mmde their way back to
the l1lst German line, where they found about 12 of our men
including Gaptalin LEALAN who though wounded in two places,
was doing all he could to organise the defence.
they were then bombed from three sides and eventually had to
rotire into shell holes from which the survévors made their
way back to our lines after dark.

We now go back to the doings of the 4th wave. The
advance of this wave was at first checked owing to the
state of the irenches, and they were conseguebtly Jate in
moving out over the old lst line parapet.
On reaching our advanced trench it was found that the smoke had
cleared - the wind had altered somewahat - and very little pro-
-greoas was made beyond this owing to the very heavy laghins Gun
Fire from GOMMECOURT WOOD.

the Carrying Company moved out immediately in roar of the
4th wave and in doing so suffered severely from enfilade
Artillery fire from the direction of MONCHY. The Captain and
two Subalterns being hit, the Coy. Sergt-Major led the 1
wave of this Company on until he eventually from casualties
found himself alone, somewhere near the German wire.
He still worked forwardvhimseclf to the German lst trerch and
finding no one in it at the spot where he struck it, sventually
crawlsed back to our lines. This N.C.0. reported the Machine
dun Fire from GOMMECOURI W0OD most severe, and the smoke having
cleared, the German Machine Gunners were presented with an
emcellent target. This original advance took place about
B Gelle
Several efforts were made to get the resainedr of the Barrying
Company on, but withoul emoke and with the number of lachine
Guns enfilading the advances, all efforts proved fruitless.

A8 regards the Lewls Guns of this Battalion, not one
of the 8 guns which advanced with the 3 leading Uompanies
roached the German lst line. Hither all the personnel or the
guns themselves were knocked out before reaching it, excepting

one man who managed to bring one gun bagk, from between t he
German lines and our advanced trench.

NG BATTALION.

The two leading Companies of this Battalion were much hindered

to begin with by the slow progress made by the Carrying

Companies of the Assaulting Battalionas, and when these Cormpanies
éventually got into our old front line trench the enemy's barrage
was very heavy and accurate.

AS a consequence when these Companies moved over the parapet to .
advance they suffered very severely and progress was found imposg-
=ible. It should be stated that the smoke by this time - 8.45 s.n.
had practically cleared off and the enemyds lines wers well in

view.
In the meantime no word whatever has come back from the

two Assaulting Battalions till about 9.30 s.m. when Gaptain
NAYLOR of the 5th Battalion sherwood Foresters returned from the
right of the line and reported he had becoms separated from his
Company in the smoke,and in company with 3 other O7fficers and two
H+Ce0s had got into tie first German trench somewherse on the right
of our line. There they found a number of the eneny and after a
very spirited fight, in which our party took good toll of the enemny
from lack of bombs they had eventually to retire into a shell hole,
4rom which he eventually made his way back to our lines.
About the same time the Coy. Sergt-iajor of the Carryjng Company
of the 7th Battalion Sherwood Foresters retarned and reported
what already has been recoreded. :
Except for these two, no message or signal was recéived from our
men in the enemy's lines. Several efforts were rade to get bombs
and Ammunition over to the 1st German line but all proved
failures.

ihe smoke had now completsly eleared and the light was very good.
4n advance was ordered for two Companios (with bombs and
Ammunition) of the SUPPORTING BATTALION to take place at 12.15 p.m.
in conjunction with an attack by the 137th Infantry Brigade on
our right. '
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this was countermandied to 1.15 p.m. and then £.45 and
eventually 3.30 pe.n. This advance was to take place under cover
of smoke which was then only feasible by lortars, the direction
of the wind now belng daigonally back across our lines. The light
was very good and owing to the prssence of our men in them, the
German trenches opposite (against which these Uompanies were to
advance) were absolutely immune from our Artillery fire.

An advance against them except under cover of amoke would there-
-fore have been impossible.

It was arranged that the smoke barrage was to be thrown
by the 4" Stokes Mortars on the right of the 137th Erigade, and
another one to the right of ocur advance.
ihe Barrage on the right of the 137th Brigade was thrown and
drifted thinly over our line, but the smoke barrage on our right
never materialised owing to thepen carrylng up the bombs getting
stuck in the deep mud of the C.T1.

The two CQompanies were lined up ready to move and one platoon

who g8t rather a thicker cloud of smoke than the remainder dashed
forward - 18 out of the 20 becoming vazsualties almost at ence; the
Officer leeding them hovever reached our advanced trench, slightly
wounded .

iHE UAQHINE GUns.

Out of the twelve machine Guns which followed the 4th
attacking waves, seven were oither knocked out ot their teams
became casualties, for they never roturned.
mreeotmmmhoﬂtohsnpaammouemnﬁm, and another
to have had the man carryingithe gun killed as he was getting it
through the wire. Nothing however is known as to any of these
particular guns having come inte action.
ihe two guns moving forward on the right are known to have come
into action (about 20 yards short of the German lst line) :gainst
the lachine Guns in GOMMECOURT WOUD. 1Yese guns remained in action
until eventually knocked out by the enemy's fire. oOut of this
Section only 1 gun and 5 men returned eventually to our lines.

THE STOKES HORTARS.

. Of the six Stokes lortars which advanced in rear of the
4th wave, none ever came into action as far as is known. Iwo reached
the Gersan wire but sach had by that time only one man }ft and no
ammunition.

The remaining Guns did not get so far and were aither knocked out
themselves or their personnel became casualties. '

CASUALTIES,

ihe following is a staterent of the Casualties suffered
by Unibs during the day.

| OFFICERS |  oTHER RANKS.
Gth Battalion Sherwood Foresters. | | 415
6th Battalion therwood Forestors. | ; 1586
7th Battalion Sherwood Foresters. | : a45
8th Battalion Sherwood PForesters. } : a4
Machine Gun Company . ' 42

irench Hortar Battery. ; 28

TOTAL.
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