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trepoh were covered, giving it the appearance of a dug-out. I
noticed that the uniforms were not alike, some being blue, while

the others were the ordinary blue grey. The menwere unarmed at
the time I approached, but darted into dugouts after they were fired
on. I went, acrogs the covered trench towards the second line,

as ordered, 'sut after going a few yards a bomb was thrown from the
rear, apparsntly by a German from the dug~out, and I was wounded

by the flying pieces, so I was forced to return, espscially as I

;?S a%OHS and unsupported. I killed two Germans in the front
ine, ;

No. 4541, Private G. TREECE statoes.-

"I noticed that the majority of the lst wave including
myself arrived at the German wire safely. I found plenty of gaps
in their wire, several men got fast on their wire and were hit
by Maching Gun fire whilst trying to get over uncut wire. On
arriving at the German front line I found the trench manned by
8 to 12 Germans, I fired on them and they scattersd. I noticed
a dugout unddr the parapet. I got over ths front line and
proceaeded, toward the second; after I had gone a few yards a shell
burst nsear me smashing my rifle into 3 pieces. Through being un-
armod I rettired and got into a shsll hole bhetween our advanced
trench and the German wire, At about 9~3Cpm a party of Germans
(about 30 men) got over the parapet and proceedsd to bomb shell
holes containing wounded, myself and all who were able then rushed
back to our trench.

NO. 2078, Private S. HANDFORD states.-

"I reached the German first line fairly easily. I
noticed the enemy's wire was broken only in one place. The trench
was empty, but the enemy woere waiting in their dug-outs with bombs.
These dug-outs had two entrances to them. My party openad fire
on ths Germans as soon as we saw them in the dug-outs, and they
replied heavily with bombs. I used my rifle until it was smashed.
I was then forcod to retire, which I did to a shell hole hetween
the German parapet and their wire. I cannot say clearly what
happsned to the resﬁt of the party, except that 2nd Lieut. H. H.
LILLY and Private WRIGHT rushed round to the other side ofthe dug-
out, and I lost sight of them, and did not see them again. While
I was in the shell hole, I noticed parties of Germans bombing
other shell holas at dusk."

No. 3885, Private R. H. BROWN states.-

"I went across with the first wave, and on arrival at
the German front line, I found no Germans inside so I crossed the
first line over what appeared to be a covered in bay with entrances
at either side. I fired at the body,of German who was struggling
to got inside the dug-out. After I had crossed the front line
I lookad to right and left and found that I was not in touch
with either side so I retired to a shell hole between our advanced
trench and the German wire. I lay for several hours there and
then eventually crept back to our lines.,"

No. 2183, Private ©, G, HEMM states.-

"ond Lieut. B. C., VILLA called me as I was approaching the
Cerman front line and asked me if I had my bombs. I stayed with
him while he threw the bombs. The Germans were bombing on the right,
I got into the trench and found a barricade on sither side of me

at about 10 or 12 yards distance, this part of ths trench was not
manned. Over the harrice : Pt -
icade on the loft were four
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Germans who were firing 2 Machine Guns, which appeared to be
British Lewis Guns. I found myself alone and the Germans on the
right commenced to 8 bomb the trench which I was in. I got out
offi the trench and got into a shell hole about 5 yards from the
German parapet. I looked round and saw the Commanding Officer |
making his way toward 'D' Company, and the Adjutant in a shell
hole next to me. A few minutes later the Adjutant called to

the men near by to make another attack, but he was hit almost as
soon as he got up. The German appeared to be wearing hats like
the Royal Marines. I afterwards retired to our lines."

"¢" Company.-

No. 1949, Lance Corporal C, T. BOOT% states.-

"At the place I got into the German line, the trench
had bheen very badly shelled and was only 2' deep. I saw nobody
and so came back."

No, 4100, Private J. JEFFCOATE states.-

"I lost direction and got into the German trench with
the 7th Battalion. The trench had been shelled and was about 5'
deep. I saw several Germans lylng about dead and several mors
wore coming out of a sap which appeardd to go towards the 2nd
German line. A barricads had been made across ths trench close
to the sap. I heard two Machine Guns firing from the other side
of the barricade."

No. 1818, Private T. GARBUTT states.-

"I arrived close to the German line and saw a party of
Germans throwing bombs over the parapet. Half of these bombs did
not go off, and I threw some of these bhagk. All the German wiro
here was smashed up."

No. 1995, Private T, JACKSON states.-

"The Germans were standing shoulder to shoulder firing
over their parapet when I arrived at the trench."

No. 2312, Private C, MASSEY states.=-

"The trench was about 68' deep where I got in and very
muddgt. This was on the left. I saw the 3rd wave (12 platoon)
and 1 Lewis Gun go over the front line towards the 2nd line. They
then disappeared in the smoke."

No. 2438, Private E. EDWARDS statos.-

"I also saw the 3rd wave go over the German front line
towards the 2nd line",

o e e . ——
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No. 3013, Corporal P. J, MURPHY states.-

"My platoon spent the night in our fr i
7-25am 2nd Lieut W. G. W, BARBER gave %o. 15 pfgtoogngolgggér @gout
fix bayonets. Smoke bombs were thrown by one of the LINCOLNS
About 3 minutes afterwards 2nd Liout BARDER gave us the orde;’to
advance. e all mounted the parapet by steps previously cut
2nd p?oceeded to our advanced trench, where we wers stopped b
ﬁnd ngut. DORNTON who said we were % minute too soon, We szaxad
tere with No. 13 platoon until 2nd Lieut DORNTON gava the ordarJ
o advance, As I advanced I found that the men on my right

were bearing_to the right, so I doubled across to ihem tobchan
th61? direction, and succedded in doing so in the casé of all 24
in view, The smoke now hecame so dense that T lost tauoh w?zﬁ
gg Egazggnée?;;nsxgn foung RndCLieut DORNTON and accompanied him

: C re, ere Captain NAYLOR, ond Lieut. RBE
end Lieut R, B, CECIL and No. 4478, Private T ATTéNBSEOUgéﬁggﬁéad

us and together we passad through the wire aﬂé into ths German

trench, Captain NAYLOR leading. We found about Nine of the
enemy in the bay we entered, five firing wildly from the firse
platform, while the others were at the béttom of the trench. Tho
enemy bore the number 91 on sgoulder straps, wore respiratérs but
had no equipment on and their bayonets were not fixed. Captain
NAYLOR shot one of the Germans on the fire platform wheresupon

the remainder dashed in the direction of a dug-out situated under
the parapet. Dashing after them I bayonetted the last two while
the remainder of the enemy were shot dowm by our party on the
dug-out steps. Having clsared the bay Captain NAYLOR ordered us
on to the parados ready to proceed to the second line, but having
mounted we found ourselves absolutely unsupported and dropped back
into the trench, Corporal HARRISON with two men now joined us
and I directed him to proceed up the trench to the left.” 2nd Lieu'
CECIL and myself with Private ATTENBOROUGH went into the next bay
on our right where we encountered an enemy bombing party. We held
aur ground until our bombs were exhausted, when we withdrew to the
bay which we first entersd. As we reached this 2nd Lieut CECIL
was killed by a German bomb, Wwe found Captain NAYLOR, 2nd Lieut
BARBER and 2nd Lieut DORNTON here, A German ran up along the
parados from the left. Captain NAVLOR shouted "That man - shoot
him", but we were too late for as we raised our rifles the German
dropped his bomband jumped into far end of next bay. We were

now subjected to bombing from both flanks, and having exhausted
our own bombs we replied with German "potato-mashers". We held
the bay while the store of bombs lasted after which their attack
became intense and Captain NAYLOR, ©2nd Lieuts BARBER and DORNTON
were wounded. We now left the trench but Captain NAYLOR returned
to their parapet and I returned and joined him. We were im-
mediately subjected to iMlachine Gun fire and were compelled to
roetire through the wire and take cover in a shell hole. Af'ter
resting a minute or two we went out to collect a party but could
find only dead and wounded, so we made our way back to our advanced
trench. Herw we found only wounded and were joined by No.
2408, Corporal POWDITCH of the Lewis Gun Section, who was wounded.
CapAtain NAYLOR mow sent me with a message to the Commanding
Officer which I delivered to Major CHECKLAND at Headquarters.

No. 4478, Private T. ATTENBOROUGH corroborates the above statement
until the party left the German trench, and then.-

'T was leaving the German trench when I saw Captain
NAYLOR and Corporal MURPHY returning to the German parapet. Cpl.
MURPHY shouted to me so I lay down and waited until I saw Captain
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NAYLOR again retire when I made the best of my way back to our
advanced line. Here I bandaged a wounded man of the STAFFORDS
then moved along to the left, passing many wounded, until I Joined
Captain NAYLOR.

Joint statement by No. 1605, Private W. PARKIN and No., 2165,
Private E. SMITH.- (3rd Wave)

"we went over with the 3rd wave at 2nd Lisut BARBER's
order and mst against the German barbed wire, through which we
passed easily. We entered the German front trench but found no
anemy in the bay 5o we climbed up on to the parados with the
intention of going to the second line. Finding ourselves alone
we returned to the front 1line trench, but again encountared no
enemy, We found this trench to be untouched by Artillery. We
left this trench to try and find some of our Company but were
sub jected to heavy Machine Gun and "Whizzbang" fire and could
only find wounded amongst whom was Coy. Sgt. M]Jpy. GOODWIN., This
Warrant Officer had received several wounds and was sSniped while
bandaging a man whom Smith recognized as Private LANE of the
Lewis Gun Section. Sergeant BOSWELL of 'A' Company Jjoined
us in this shell hole and at dusk we made our way back to our
own lines"

Grenade Section.

No. 1515, Private G. KERRY states.-

"T went over just behind the 1lst wave. The first
wave suffered very heavily, and all the survivors of the Grenade
Section bhecame wsol%ted. I entered the German trench and found
about ten of the enemy in the bay. These fled and I followed them
to the end of the bay throwing bombs. Not receiving any support
I withdrew from the trench and took cover in a shell hole about
10 yards from enemy parapet. 2nd Lieut A. H. PETTY fell near
this hole wounded, and I drew him into cover and bandaged his
wound. At dusk the enemy commenced bombing, and I retaliated
with the remainder of my bombs, and then made the best of my way
back to our own lines at 2nd Lieut PETTY's order and delivered
a note from this Officer to Lieut. HOWARD.

Fifth wave. (Headquarters)

No. 784, Regtl. Sgt. Major B. A. MADDOCK states.-

"I moved out of Battalion Head Quarter Dug out with
the Commanding Officer and Adjutanfi and all H. Q. Details following
about 7=0am on the morning on the 1lst July and moved up to the
front lins trench a little later and jumped over the parapet about
a quarter of an hour #s¥ser aftor the smoke cloud started roughly
about 7=40am and followed the 4th wave. The Commanding Officer
went first followed by the Adjutant, I myself following him. As
soon as both Commanding Officer and Adjutant were over I lost
sight of them in the smoke and have never seen either of them
since. The shell fire on our trenches wess was heavy and
the front line trench was strewn with dead and wounded men. I
proceedad across towards the German trench alone seeing no one
emcept our wounded anddead on the way. I had no difficulty in
passing through their barbed wire, as it was very well cut at the
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point I passed through. I scrambled up the German parapeg

and Jumped straight into the middle of about a dozen Germans. I
bayonetted the nearest ons and the remainder overpowersed me, kicked
me and generally knocked me about, afterwards putting me in a dug-
out. These men had no rifles or equipment but had a large pile
of bombs (potato masher) which they were slinging over toward their
wire. The trench was about 10 or 12 feet deep in very good
condition considering the terrific bombardment we had given them

and was bone dry, although our own were fairly muddy. I distinctly
heard bombing and firing going on beyond the front line which proved
that some men must have gone on beyond the German front line. I

sat very quietly in the bottom of the dugout and had been there
perhaps an hour when I heard the Germans in the trench start
shouting and they rushed down the dug out steps and began carrying
bombs up above. They ordered me in French to carry also so I

took up one load and took my chance to hop over the parapset back
again out of their trench when the last German had gone below.

I ran along southwards under their parapst about 20 yards distance
and lay down. I discovered that the cause of their evident fright
was another smoke cloud in our own lineg, but I saw that the wind
had changed since our original cloud and was taking it back over

our own trenches instead of over towards the German trench, I
heard the Germans bomb up their front line trench a little later
and then they sniped all out wounded who lay oub in front. Some
who lay hetween the wire and their parapet they bombed to death.

I remained under their parapet until 11 pm that night when I started
to crawl home. I reached their wire about daybreak and crawlsd into
a shell hole where I stayed the next day. About 10-30pm I was
about to crawl off home when I saw a German searching shell holes
with a rifle and he came slowly towards my hole. I threw a pilecse

of hard earth at him hitting him in the face and I then made a bolt
for liberty, and reached our own lines in safety about 12-30am on
the 3rd instant. I rejoined the Battalion on it's arrival in

this Village." (See Sketch attached)
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