SHERWOODS’

MAGNIFICENT BRVERY.


VICTORY BOUGHT AT HEAVY LOSS.

The Sherwoods have again done magnificently. Some of the same men and officers who fought so gallantly in Gallipoli have, side by side with their companion battalions, further added to the roll of fame of the Sherwoods, and if the rumour is to be credited that henceforth our territorial regiment is by the graciousness of His Majesty to be known as the Royal Sherwoods, then the deeds accomplished during the last few days in Flanders gild the honours and point the moral.


In the official report we are told that “the Sherwoods were especially successful.” Press correspondents tell us more. They inform us that the Sherwoods were responsible for that magnificent piece of bravery which drove the Germans back at Gommercourt, South of Arras. The Times correspondent writing from the Press camp, says :-


“I have also heard to-day the considered opinion of a distinguished soldier who has seen much of war and who witnessed the attack of our men on the first morning of the battle on the positions in the extreme north of our advance by Gommercourt. The soldier declares that the advance of our men through a double barrage and against machine-gun and rifle fire was a fine a thing as was ever seen on a battle field.


“That is, above all things, what the first phase of this battle has taught – namely that, whatever we may have imagined of our great new Armies they are better than we can have dared to hope. Nothing has in case stopped them except being killed.


“Our losses of course, in the whole battle will be very heavy. But already one is tempted to say that any losses are justified, not merely by the defeats which we hope to inflict on the Germans, but in teaching us the magnificent quality of our men, the men who are not professional soldiers, but are the British people.


“I hesitate to mention individual regiments, not because there are not such regiments to mention, but because the singling out of some for praise seems to imply that others have not done as well. This must not be read into my words when I say that to-day regiments of which I have heard the highest praise include the Manchesters, South Staffords, Gordons, Devons, Queen’s, Borderers, and Sherwood Foresters.”


The “Daily Mail” special correspondent goes into more details in words which stirr the blood and make one proud to be a Derbyshire man. He says :-


“Our attack at Gommercourt, the northern end of the long-fronted battle was as heroic as any thing in the war. The Germans (who held a sharp salient in Gommercourt Wood) were known to be both forewarned and forearmed.


“At 7.30 a.m., and earlier, on July 1st, their guns – closely concentrated and of full calibre – set up a triple barrage fire curtain. Through all these three barrages of intense fire our men marched quite steadily, as if nothing was in the way, as if they were under review. At every step men fell, and our trenches here are very far apart from the German. The gap was still wide though a little while before the fighting we had built a completely new trench nearer the enemy in the course of a single night. When these steady, steadfast soldiers true to the death, paraded in more than decimated numbers through and across the third barrage the enemy – in their turn heroic – left their trenches, erected machine guns on the parapets, and the two parties fought one another in the open.


“I have not the hardihood to write more. Heroism could no further go. Our men died: and in dying held in front of them enough German guns to have altered the fate of our principle and our most successful advance in the south.”


“They died defeated, but won as great a victory in spirit and in fact as English history or any history will ever chronicle.”

