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FOREWORD

IHE 16th (Service) Battalion, The Sherwood Foresters
T (Chatsworth Rifles) was formed in April, 1913,
Its history ends in 1922, when, with an imposing
ceremony which those who witnessed it will not [orget,
the Colours and the Memorial Roll of the Battalion were
deposited in the Church at Edensor,

For five of those seven years I was in Canada; but
frequent letters kept me in touch with the Regiment, and
I read with pride of its achievements. It was right
that its history should be written, and in this volume
Colonel Truscott has embodied it in a full and worthy
record, Let those who read it recall with thankfulness
the brave deeds done and the hardships suffered by
those who served in the Battalion, and hold in pious aned
enduring memory thesix hundred who laid down their
lives.

DEvoNsSHIRE,
His Majesiv's Lord Licutenant
Jor the County of Derbyshire,

Cuatsworts, July, 1q28.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

Histery of an individual Batlalion for inclusion in e
ﬂ Regimental REecord might well asswine in ils veaders o

Enowledge of the scones and conditions in which dhe
epetis to ba recorded taok flace.  The aclion, sodo speall, taigh!
e redresenled withow! scenery, so familiar is fhe war background
io aif, etther by aciugl experience or repute. In the present
instance, hiwever, the histarian fas [elt tind If he relied entircl
ot this Enowledoe i fis readers his slovy would whevilably
become bul @ bare chrowicle. He believes (ke slory ds worthy
of a better selling, and inadequeate though his squipmen! and
gualificalions are Sor e task, ke Ras essayed nol oaly fo write
the drama, Dbul to some exterd fo paind e scenary as well.
Maoreover, hz was confirmed in (ids policy by the veflection that
if (ke story was witmaiely fa find a place in the Recovds of the
Regiment of ought fo be wrillen wilk an eve lo fulure gengrations,
fo whom (ke conditions of camf.m',::nirq: in France dwring the
Great War will be absolwdely sinfamiliar,

The istorian has found it convenient in writing this hisloy
to use flroughond the first person }’Ai:md, ratfer than condinuaity
fo refer do fhe ' Battalion.” The mahod adopted fas many
advardages, bl 1 has one greal disadvantage, vis., # ddentifies
the writer himself with every tncident described.

Ud fo the antmm of 1910 Hhis disadvariage was heydly foll,
since the listorian served praclically  continuously with il
Baltalion during the preceding pericd. From lhen atwwards 6
was offencize, and the histarian feels he should malke 4t plain thai
during lhe twinder 10105, ks service with the Bullalion was
sl comlinuous, that laler, while in conslend tonch with his
Battalion, he had ngt the distingtion of servime with 1, and thai
5 the final perind he was absolulely separated from i,

1t should also he added that, Tn these circumstances, as the
slory comlsmued, ke had lo rely anore and mare on assistance
from brother officers, fo whon e wishes fo express his sincers
grafifude. 1t would be an ipvidious fash lo nawe any, where
fo many dave been helpfd, bul e cannot 1.e_p"r.-_;ifﬂ from
particularly mentivning (ke ungrudsing assistance yendeved (o
M by Caplain and Adjutant S. F. Lilley, M.C.

The historian kas to thank also Capiasn P. H. Colevidge, M.C.,
Jor the maps which have been specially draws for this book, and
Mrs. R. I, Truscott for the very comprehensivs index,

The names of all the officers who sevved with the Batlalion
are mol ginen in e (=, as 4 wes considerad sore convenient
‘0 sl thems 0w, with theiv dates of Joining and other parboulars,
i1 @ short Appendix,




CONTENTS
CAAFTER EAGE
I. Excrawp, J]Ij—[glﬁ—ﬂl?_'c_‘& AND TrRATHING,
Buxton—Redmires -—Hursl=y—-ﬂld.er5hﬂl—

Witley - - 15
II. FrancE, 1g16—RouUsy FESTUBERT.
Laventic — Auchy — Festobert —
1_:11. enchy— Richebourg L’ -h-uue—l._.wr-nchy
again—the March South - - - 25
TIL FR.L.CE—']H‘E SOMME.
Beanmont Hamel -Hebuterne—Thiepyal—

St. Pierre Divion - - - - - g2
IV. BeLciom, roi6-17—YPRES,
Valkerinckhove-—Taparinghe —— Lancashire
Farm — Wicltje — Railway Wood —
Hooge—Sanctuary Worel - - - a4
Y. DBeLGIoM, 1917—TRAINING.
Merckeghem — Drandhoelk — Hill Top —
Wicltje again—>3Scrquas - : - - Tixg
VI. Berorow—Tue Tnmmp BatTee of Yeres,
Kitchener's Wood—The Steenbeelk-—Mont
des Cats—Klein Zillebeke—5Steenvoorde—
Hollebeke — Shrewsbury Forest — Bulgar
Woed — Locre — Tower Hamlels —
Palde t'hrml-;v-—f"l.lrt‘ff*—-féurﬂ]l.'r‘i Verval—
Alberta - - . - - LID
VIL Frawce, tqr8—Tue SOMME AGAIN.
Cuentin—Vaucelette Farm—Gouzou-
conrt—Dessart Wood—The Great Retreat 170

VIII. Bersmru—Yeros asain, Tur LasT IF1GET,

Northward  again — Wytschaete — Haze-
brouck - - - - - - - 1gb

. IN. Fravce, 1g18-10—T=e Asericans. DissoLu-

TION,

Recques — Ml,,mque — ﬁhancuurt —-
Havze—England - - 205
Ermocrz = - - - - - - 2Ty
APPENDICES - - - - - = - 2Ig
) Roit oF Hoxot®R - - - = = -= 248

Ispex - = = - - - - - =2fg




T

e L=

1.

Iz

wh

APPENDICES

Coupavmins OFFICERS - . - - -
Houn oF OFFICERS - - - - - -
Awanns axp MENTIONS 1IN DESPATCHES - -
BaTTLE HONOURS - - - - - -
REINFORCEMEN TS - - - - - -
Foornanl Marcurs - - - - < -
SpEcIAL ORDER OF THE DAY—SEPTEMUER 2XD,

1416 - . - a G = ; T ¥
Tar Bartie oF Brausmont Hamgr—EXTRACT

rrROM A PRIVATE LETTER - - - -

Parrie oF DBravsont Hawer, THe ™ Tovers "
REPORT—SEPTEMBER 5TH, 1616 - - .
Liur-Cotoner J. R, Wemstu's ORbpER—
Manch 2zNp, 018 - - - - =
EXTRACTS FROM THE DESPATCHES OF FieLn

Magrsmar Sie Dousras Has - - - -
_ =
MAPS
Anpa oF Sowme BaTries, 1010 - - -
Tur YPRES SALIENT - - - = - -
Praw oF Batrig o Prcked Ripge, Joiv 31sT
IGI7 - - - - - = - -
FPrax oF BartlgE oF Buncai Woob, SEFTEMBER
20°TH, TgI7 - = - - 5 - 5
Awres oF GREAT HETREAT, IgTH = - -

FRANCE AND BELGIUM, SHOWING TEE BATTALION'S
MOoVEMENTS OVERSEAS -

THE SioToRS OF THE ¥PRES SALIERT- - -

1LLUSTRATIONS

Licvr.-Corox=r C. C. Hemzepr-Sreexey, D.EO,
Emc's Rovar Rirre Cores, CoMMANTING

(JFFICER - = = = = = Fromhipasce pazie
PAGT
Grovr oF OFFICERS OF 16TH BATTALION SHERWGOD

ForesTERrs, WiTLEY Cauwp, FEBRUARY, IgIf - 20
Gaove oF W.O.'s axp N.C.Os oF 16TH BATTALION

SperwooD ForestERS, WIrLEY Camp, FEBRUARY

16 - = - = = = = - . 2
" A" CoMpaxy, ALDERSHOT, 1915 - °- - E af
* B " Company, ALDERSHOT, 1915 - - g - 3z
"G CoMpax¥, ALDERSHOT, I0I5 - - - - 48
13" CompAsy, ALDERSHOT, 1n15 - - - - 54
FesrupenT CAuURCH - - - = « = = &3
THE AncRE VALLEY FRoM THIEPVAL (2) - Gy & Bo
TuE Bazmnaces, YPRes (2) - = = == By
Tue Yser Canar Bang, YprEs - - - - 02
“Tue Pike axp EEL,” Yser CaNar, YPRES - - 02
Tre Lites Gate, Yenes - - - - - - 8]
Dug-oUTs—YSER CaANAL Bank, YeREs - - =« ¢b
S1. Jean Ce=vrci, YPRes - - - - - - 118
Batrarion HeapQuamnTeErs, 5T, JEAN, YrPRus - - II3
Gaour oF OFFcERS OF 16TH BATTALION SHERWODOD

ForesTERS, SERQUES, JULy, 1017 - - - X4
"B" Cospawy, SERQUES, JuLy, Tgi7 - - - 116
Tue Bann, Serques, Jury, Igiy - B - - 124
FoorsaiL TEAME OF THE 16TH AND I7TH BATTALIONS

Suepwool FORESTERS, SERQULS, 1917 - = 1gh
" Tre Best Pratoon 1w Tug Bricane"—No, 6

Pratoon, " B" CoMPANY. - - : - - 128
AEROPLANE PuoTociapri of BATTLEFIELD oF Toirp

BatriE oF YireES [WITH EEY) - - - - I34
T=x Histomiax (by order of the Commanding Officer) - 144
B.*-Tr.ﬂ_thr: Hesnguarters, OpsgrvaTory RIDGE,

(FRES - - - - - - - - 1bo
Yeres-Conones Cawar, HoLLEDEEE - - - - 1bn
LiEyr.-Coroyzr J. R. Wesestex, D.S.0O., MC 176
Vavceterre Fame - - - - - - - 182
Corpavy HeanguartERs—VauceLsTiE Farm - - 186
Avunry ConTaving MewomiaL Roir of  THE

CHAtswortE RiFres - - 5 = 2 - Iz




THE 16ta BATTALION
THE SHERWOOD FORESTERS

(CHATSWORTH RIFLES)




A SHORT HISTORY OF THE
r6th BATTALION
THE SHERWOOD FORESTERS
(CHATSWORTH RIFLES)

CHAPTER I

ENGLAND

Oricin AxD TRAINING

WE began in this way.

Early in April, 1913, the War Office addressed a
letter to the Duke of Devonshire, Lord-Lieutenant of
Derbyshire, asking him if he could * raise a Service
Battalion in the county, 1,100 strong, through any
person, corporation or body he might =elect,” and His
Grace approached the Territorial Foree Association of the
County for assistance in carrving out his request. A
special mecting of the Association, at which the Duke
himself presided, was accordingly held a few days later,
and resolved to form a Battalion as desired.

On the proposal of His Grace it was further resolyed
that Captain C. Herbert-Stepney, King’s Royal Rifles,
should be recommended for the command of the Battalion,
which it was sugzested should be known as the
* Chatsworth Rifles.”

These proposals were shortly afierwards approved by
the A—‘jm}' Council, who agreed that the full title of the
Battalion should be * The 16th (Service) Battalion The
Sherwood Foresters (Nattinghamshire and Derbyshire




16 THE SHERWOOD FORESTERS
Regiment), * Chatsworth Rifles,’ * and appointed Lieut.-
Colonel C. Herbert-Stepney as Commanding Ommeer.

Such was our origin.

Our hicthday was April 2oth, 19135, when recruiting
opened in the No. 6 District ] all the recruits as they
came in being accommodated in the Normanton Barracks,

Within a few days we numbered 70 men, in addition to
the following Officers and Warrant Officers :—Second
Lients. J. G, Cooke, R, H. Ellis and A. Schweder; R.S.M. T.
Pepper and Q.M.S, T. Brindley. These moved Lo Buxton
on May 4th with the Commanding Officer. Major E. 5.
Jackson, Welsh Regiment and Egyptian Army, joined
us a few days later, and took over the duties of Second-
in-Command and Adjutant.  Recruits came in frecly,
and every day the numbers assembled on the parade
ground at Buxton were larger and larger. The daily
additions to our strength varied considerably (the largest
being nearly a hundred), but with the assistance of the
loeal Police Force all were billeted on arrival. We
were fortunate, when compared with some Service
Battalions, in that, through the good offices of the
Derbyshire Territorial Association, we were straightway
dressed—even i we did not look—like soldiers ; every
man on joining being completely equipped with two
suits of uniform, two pairs of boots and a greatcoat.

By the end of May we were OVEr & thousand strong,
and had, in fact as well as in name, become & battalion.

The Army Council then requested the Druke of Deven-
chire to raise two further Companies, to form n reserve,
and recruiting thercfore was confinued. In the meantime
more officers were joining us—a few from the Notringham
University College OUT.C., the majority from the Inns of
Court O.T.C.

By the beginning of June we had outgrown Buxion,
and quarters were allotted to us at Redmires, on the
Derbyzhire Hills, about four miles from Shefficld, On
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Jums 8ik and gth we marched there in two parties, and
had our first cxperience of long-distance marching, and
aleo of “ billeting ™ (as distinguished from being com-
fortably lodged or billeted In privale houses), the
schoolroom at Castleton affording us shelter for the Iniqht
we spent on the way. The two parties arrived at
Redmires on the gth and zoth respectively, and were
followed a week or so later by the reserve Companies
as they had by then received their complemant., fIat’jn':
reached our full strenpgth, a word may be said of oualj'
compeosition. The majority of the Battalion came from
the Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Coal Mines—a hlu:.t
which accounted for the remarkable digging powers we
displayed in later days. There was also a valunhble
sprinkling from the Police Force, most of whom hmc:um;
N_.L'.U,'!i. but there were very few old soldiers in any sense
of the term, The senior officers and the warrant '[',II'['J.L‘.L:I['S
excepted, we were—like the majority of the battalions
of the so-called " Kitchener's Army "—a battalion of
amateurs, but in physique there can have been few
superior to us, for even the lads just above the age Iirr;it
had been hardened in thew and sinew by work at the
coal face, ]

I_E:ija'cs camp was well suited for the purpose of
training a new battalion. It had been laid out on an
old macecourse, with 30 acres of level drill ground
F'I{rf-l-nmlml by a high wall, and wasz situated in count ;
wﬂ.:f__-h afforded excellent opportuniticz for all fomms rc?f
tactical exercises and schemes, The huts were large
amy and comfortable, and the various offices up—t-::—d:?tal
and comvenient. Officers' and Screcants’ Messes were
;’lill_rlﬁt, uui“:w-z were 2ble In most ways to begin to lead
Grace TI:-::IT;L{S n??}ﬂi—';;;fﬁawrf ”ml F“u:nd“"- Hls
s '1"[;0{;’;[ = 2, pawdl us s drst wisit,
e , accompanistl by the Duchess and their

ugnisrs, on July 4th, attendsd our churel
N e e e ¢ ch parade,

Sl spected us.

¢ at Redmires in these ideal conditions we made
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considerable progress.  Our greatest difficulty proved to
be the training of men to become N.C.O's. Few of
those who had joined us, fine as they were in intention
and physique, had had any position in ¢civil life which at
all fitted them to command, and this want of any
qualification for the position of N.C.0. was rendered
more difficult to meet by personal diffidence and lack of
self-confidence. However, such scruples were overcome
in time, amd the excellenl training which the officers
from the Inns of Court 0.1.C. had received proved of
the greatest value, and they worked day and night
teaching the new N.C.Os their duties.

[ the middle of July a supply of Japanese rifles was
served out {o us Tor diill purposes, and proved very uscful
‘0 this limited role, * lan Hay,” in a bouk which has
become famous—* The First Hundred Thousand ''—has
deseribed for all time the humours and the difficulties
of training the nation to become goldiers—'' mass
production ” as we should call it in commercial terms
to-diy—difficulties which were so greatly increased by
delays in obtaining necessary equipment ; and it would
be superfluous Lo repeat here experiences which, with
wvariations, were cominon Lo all mew units.  The historian
wonders, however, whether any batralion endured the
particular variety of inconvenience which is involved in
training a company ol 250 men with 167 rifles, that is,
training them with due regunid to the importance of each
mart having a share of a rifle. It is easy to be wise after
the cvent, and expericice or necessity soon becomes the
mother of invention, or at least o contrivance, but at
the putsct the unwary tripped. In ordinary cireumstances
ench man has his own rifle; and he is responsible for 1ts
care, its cleanlincss, ils very existence. He is taught to
regard it as hiz own peculiar chargs, his friend, cven his
child, With 167 rifles among 250 men, sach rifle belonged
to no one in particular, it had no guardian, no one wanied
ta clean it, no one wanted to take a pride in 1t, no one
wanted to father ii—the proprictary principle had given
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way to communism. This phenomenon was discovered
by the 250 men belors the five officers perceived it, and
with a good start and the exercise of cvery form of
resonrce, the smaller body was soon confounded, [t was
not long, however, before a day came when & paride of
167 Japanese rifles was not reported ** all present,” and
a situation arosc wherein the principles of Ananias were
more helpful than those of Georpe Washington. The
officers, of course, were bound to win in the end, but it 13
feared that certain casualtes among the rifles fell into
the category of ** missing.”

On July 19th nobfication was received that the
Battalion was to form part of the t17th Tnfantry Brigade
under the command of Brig.-General P, Tl -].T;,Emrl, E.E,’
h"t.“ Indian TFronticr Foree, the other Battalions in thr:;
Brigade being—

r7th (Service) Battalion Sherwood Foreslers

(Welbeck Rangers).
17th (Service) Battalion Kings Royal Rifles.
_ thth (Service) Battalion Rifle Brigade.

l?rlg.'nf'ﬂl:ﬁll Holland inspected the Battalion an the
20th, and expressed his gratification at the appearmnce
:}mi bearing of the men, which he stated compared
favourably with that of units of older formations.

On July 26th the Reserve Companies, 5 Officers and
"?;'Erm:lh P“ilif.r‘-i_l to Bakewell and we thus parted with
mmI; F.*—‘“ﬁ;fﬂ 1:_:-![1:- weements many of whom we wiere not to
mﬁui;gr_—;v“? _1:1.'r:- had been some time in Francs, Qur
i iI.I::L:hﬂ._-d m_u.-ma.]_iy route marches, tactical
Iﬂi}’iiml’dﬁ;?m ‘:'?351!.“11";'5. .Eecmrrzs. drill, signalling,

iy .‘L_Eunmu‘:ﬂcd by inoculation, concerts in the
ha}'dlﬁ[a[mjr_-.;];:cii !:: h% and an al’fﬂ._;-[ir: meeting arrange
This 1 cxson, Second Lizut. Ellisand C.0.M.5. Blake,
Doy 45t was artended by the Duke and Duch
Bstiice. 2 e b o and Dhuchess of
O el teon: o1 [ﬁ;nﬁ s tsworth, and a lﬂ.rg:.—:.numbcr
OR Septomber -;.p.ﬂ ‘*: members of the Battalion,
at Redrmices &na 200 we left our comfortable quarters
d proceeded to Hursley, near Winchester,
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where three Baftalions of the Tijth Tnlantry Brigade
were to be coneenirated. Our strenglh was then 29
officers and 1,003 other ranks. At Hursley we lived in
tents in very delightful surroundings in the Park, and
{here e were able to make the acquaintance of our
comrades in the other units.

On Scptember 7th we were inspected by Major-
General N, Barnardiston, M.V.0., commanding thie
goth Division, of which formation we had become & unit,
and on this occasion were agin complimented on our
appearance and bearing,

During our brief stay of three weeks at Hursley we
continued our training, and took part in several Brigade
oxorcises,  Moreover, in order that the three hattalions
might get to know each other, Brigade Sports were held,
and in these we were successful, as we won five cvents
and had six places out of the first seven in the hundred
vards race,

On September goth we moved to Aldershot, where the
last Battalion—the 17th Eatialion Sherwood Foresters—
joined us, and thus the Brigade was completely coneen-
trated for the first time, Oudenarde Burracks were
allotted to ws, Tlers, apart from our normal training,
wit learnt something more, gomelhing indefinable, but
none the less valuable, for it is impossible 1o occupy
quarters in Aldershot, the Home of the Britizh Army,
without learning unconsciously a great deal about the
real owncrs who had preceded us o Frimce. We

could picture how soldiers live, and we began in these
surroundings,steeped in tradition, to {eel more like soldiers
oursclves, The time we spent at Aldershot was all too
short, but we were fortunate to Lave had the experience
at all, Our training progressed normally and satis-
factorily, both on the barrack square and in the
surrounding country, where Battalion and Brigade
schemes were carried ont.

Ters we were completely equipped with Transport,
Tield Cookers and Mobilisation Stores. It was at

Tyr Ospacsics, Teervany, 1915—WITLEY Caup
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Aldershot also that we first found out that as footballers
we could give a very good account of ourselves, our team
being led by Corporal Bleod, 2 well-known and popular
player in league matches. In all contests we triumphed
over our opponcnts, except in that against the r4th
Battalion Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, who drew
with us.

We were inspected on October 28th, a few days before
we left, by Major-General Sir Francis Howard, K.C.H,,
C.M.G., Inzspector-General of Infantry,

On November 8th the Battalion marched to Witlay
Camp, where the whele of the 3gth Division was
concentrated, and we found that, instead of being ' the
only pebble on the beach,” as at Redmires, we were hut
one unit in a vast formation, whose camps and horse
lines were stretched all around us. Here we were to
complete our tmining, and here we remained until we
proceeded to France, except for a short interval during
which we retumed to Aldershot {or musketry. There
must be many worse places than Witley Common for
carrying ont practical training, and conditions there had by
then greatly improved since the days of which * Tan Hay
had written. The Milford end of Witley Common was
laid out as one great encampment, and in this we lived in
comfortable huts. The surrounding country, as at
Redmires, afforded excellent opportunities for every form
of tactical exercise.  One day in each week was devoted
tﬂ: a Brigade scheme, and the remainder was taken up
with training from the individual or scction upwards to
the Batialion as a whale, Besides the normal pro-
stamme—ceremanizal, march discipline, physical training,
F‘Eht Operations, bayvonet fishting, musketry, we also were
instructed in the * side Knes ""—care of feet, sanitation,
Cooking, signzlling, bombing, etc. A miniature range
Was made on Thussley Common, and entrenchments

WETE duz on approved sites. Finallv we were thrust into

;-‘n.ﬁhﬂ chamber, where, choking and gasping, we were
miroduced to the unpleasant mysteries of zas and gas-
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masks. We also regeived onr foll cn:rmpl-'::mcntlof seTvice
Lee Enfield Mark 3 Rifles (and wers happily 7id of their
Japanese nnderstudics) and fm:r‘wais gs ‘
At Witley we eclehrated Christmas m the :;.m.mpfy
manner, After Church Parade dinner was 13.\.'154__-15'
served in fimely decorated huts, where the f.r-mmand.mg
Officer came to give us his good wishes. The mus:f:al
talent was also forther exploited during the ffrb*rws'
season, and several concerts were given, w}]1-:1'|_~.~;er+_- !3.1_1}
popular, while our [aothall c:lwent added il.Il‘}'JlCFrIE:'LTH-. -f
to their brows. On Christmas Eve the ]_’-nga.dw._t was
well enough satisficd to 1ssue an nﬂ_lur cxrng‘.;r:u}ﬂni ing all
ranks on the progress mide, and encouraging us to
renewed offorts after the short holiday. _

From December 18t to January 15th we proceeded by
Companies on embarkation leave. g

On January 2oth we returned to mu“m]d quarters a
Ouda'.-n'nrdu Barracks at Aldershot, to fire the General
Musketry Course, The demand for the ranges ai
Aldershol at this time was very great, or we should have
liked to have had 2 longer time for this course, but as it
wag we aceuitted ourselves with some credit. In the
seores we headed Lhe Trigade, and forther were 1:(1:';]-‘-]1-
mented by the GO, on our range discipline. The
final result was as follows \— )

Thith Battalion Sherwood Foresters = o 48B

r7th Battalion Sherwood Torcsters - Tk -.1#:-'.1

16th Battalion Rifle Brigade .. s . .;En..sr

12th Battalion King's Royal Rifles .. .. 390

Brigade average, 43°7. .

The tecord of our achievements would be incomplete
without a special mention of the Machine Eru_n Detach-
ment, which was eminently successful under Lieut. R.F.
Dunn, a born instroctor,  This detachment which had
fired itz musketry conTse earlicr than UUIS'I:‘]"-'I?E-'J and at
the same time a8 our Grenadiers (under Second Licut. H._L.
Morcll), proceeded shortly atter to fire a special m:}thme
gun course at Mytchett. Tn the resultzs of this the
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average score of our section was 3775, the score of the
next Battalion being 29+4. Our machine gunners were
warmly congratulated on their handling of their guns
and fire control by both the Inspector from the War
Office and the G.O.C. 117th Infantry Brigade.

The Battalion marched back to Witley Camp on
Febmary znd for their final month’s training. During
this second period at Witley the Brgade was inspected
in a tactical exercise by the Inspector-General of
Infantry, Major-General Sir Francis Howard, K.CI5.,
CAM.G., and our normal training was vared by a two
diavs' scheme carried out under service conditions.  This
latter took place on February gth and zoth, when in the
course of a miniature campaign we were billeted in o
mill near Elstead. A Jurther touch of realism was given
in that during the night we were drawn forth by an alarm,

His Majesty the King signified his intention of
inspecting the Division on February 24th, and a
rebearsal of the Review, in which we took our parl, was
held on Hankley Common the day before, Unlortunately
the next day was intensely cold, with heavy snow falling,
and His Mujesty cancelled the Review in consequence,
but the rehearsal was very impressive in itseli—the
Great Plain, covered with the Divisional Troops of all
armns, revealed to us something of the significance of the
PArt we were later to play on a much larger seale.

Dur_ing the month Major Jackson received an appoint-

ment in the Foree, which was then being organised for
the East African campaign—in that region of the world,
i fact, where he had zpent the greater part of his life,
It was with feclings of sincere regret among all ranks that
We leamnt we were to lose his cheerful presence and able
Support.
_ On March 1st Major H. M. Milward, Sherwood Foresters,
Jomned us as Second-in-Command, Three days later the
Diﬂ]ﬂ: of Devonshire paid us a visit, and aflter mspecting
5. Expressed his satisfaction and bade us farewell,

March 5th, the last day of training, arrived. We had
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finished cur apprenticeship and now wers to set out on
our task, It was ten months almest 1o a day since we
had arnved at Buxton without the radiments of military
knowledge, with a sturdy individualism strupgling at
first against the restrictions of collectivism. We had
worled hard, and had accomplished much in that ten
months, We were by no means perfect soldiers, and had
sauch more to learn, but we had in {hat period acijuired
2 sound working knowledge of our new profession, we
had shed oor individualism in the interests ol the great
cnnse, and each of us felt that he was a member of a
team. We were indeed welded together by an caprif de
corps, born of a common jmpulse and a common
experience, into a unified entity, like a college, 2 echwool,
or, we tiay perhaps say, like a regiment. Louoking back
over those ten months then we saw, as indeed lookmg
back from a further distance now, We can sec even more
clearly, that we had got to know cach other, to have con-
fidenee i, and reliance on, cach other, and, Moreover, we
realised that, in spite of the Jmacecustomed restrictions, in
spite of inevitable Adifficulties and discomforts, the time
had been far from unhappy, and we looked forward to the
great adventure in front of us with Jess misgiving becanse
we entered upen it almost as a bip family party.
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ARCH 6th dawned extremely cold—there had
been a hard frost and much snow had fallen—

but we were up before it was light, and soon after the sun
rose were in the train bound for Southampton.  That
night—a very calm one—we crossed to Tavre, and
proceeded in a snowstorm to the camp wllotted to us,
near the docks. Tt was a cinvas camp, and hardly
afforded us 2 welcome, as each tent was surrounded by
snow. The next day we entrained for Steenbecque, and
proceeded by means, the seeret of which was kept by the
Transportation Service, to take nearly 24 hours 1o reach
our destination. (It remained throughout the war an
insoluble mystery how it was possible to take qute so
long getting from place to place by train in Nerthem
France) The journcy was extremely cold, Trost and
snow still pursued us to Steenbecque, and we spent three
days there carrying out some route marches to keep
ourselves warm. We reccived orders to move to Estaives
by road on March 13th—a long march of 18 miles, and
again we were the sport of the climate. We started with
snow everywhere around, and a temperature of 357, but
by midday, in less than four hours, a hot sun had made
the snow vanish : winter had gone, and it is hardly an
exaggeration to say we found ourselves in midsummer.
This sudden change of temperature made an exhausting
march very trying, and we were exceadingly glad when
we arrived at our billeting area, which provided a pleasant
river for our ablutions. While on the march we were
insperted by Lisut.-General Sir W. P. Polteney, K.C.I,,
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D.5.0., Commanding the TTI Corps, ihen in the First
Army under General Sir C. Munro, G.C.B.

We continued our tharch the next day to Sailly-sur-Lys,
where we were billeted for six days. This was our first
cxperience of French billets, and very comfortable we
were.  The weathier was mild, but that dicd not spoil our
enjoyment of a further fresh experience—the first Tum
ration. The country round afforded excellent ground for
training, and this was punciuated on March 16th hy an
inspection of the whole Brigade by the Army Commander,
wha complimented the Commanding Oficer on the
turn-out of the Batiadion,

On March roth we returned to Estaires, where we were
attached for ingtructional purposes to the 23rd Brigale,
8th Division. “A” and "B’ Companies started
that evening for Laventie, to begm their instroction in
the front line, under the supervision of the 2nd Battalion
West  Yorkshire Regiment. This was a well-ordered
course of instruction. Two platoons of each Company
were in e front line system, supported by three platoons
of each Company of our Yorkshire * tutors.””  We were
enabled in thege conditions to learn the intricacies of
trench routine, and to hecome gradually inured 1o
increasing  hardship, increasing perils and increasing
responsibility. In this respect we were more fortunate
{than battnlions which had come out earlier, and which,
in some instances, had had, porforce, to [ace straight
away the full responsibility of holding the line, or cven
of taking part in more active operations. We learnt
much from eur kindly hosts, and we must all look back
with gratitude en their patient, hospitable and CONSIGErate
instructon. Tt was not mere routine.  One night, as the
result of our exploding a mine, there was a fairly heavy
bumbardment of the Battalion on our right, which
averlapped our own right, and gave us our first sensation
of being shelled—It also pave 1s our first casualties, one
wounded in each Company, happily slightly. On March
zand “ A" and “ B** Companics were relieved iy “ C7 and
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“ D" Companiss, which werc attached to the znd Battalion
Scottish Rifles. They rejoined us on the 24th after a
similarly happy experiencs, and without the casualties.
We speant four days in Estaires, which was then a very
dificrent place from what it became later. The town was
full of troops, and large numbers of civilians were siill
living there. It also boasted the best baths we were ever
t0 come across, These baths were in an old browery,
and while we wallowed in huge vats of hot water our
clothes were seized and froned with Oxford powder,
On March 28th we came under the commantd of the
G.0.C. rgth Brigade, 33rd Division and proceeded to
ethunc—a town we were to become very familiar with,
both in prosperity and adversity,  We were billeted in the
Ecole des Jeunes Filles; a building which must have comn-
tained a vast number of fernes filles before the war, for it
provided us with excellent and spacious quirters. We were
not, however, to enjoy them for long on this occasion, {or
the next moming we continued aur course of instruction in
the trenches al Auchy, near Annequin Tosse, our
instructors being mombers of the zoth Battalion Royal
Fusiliers, whose ranks were at this date still largely
made up of old public school boys, Our second hosts
were as kind as the first, though s a tribute to our
progress there were not so many of them; in fact,
instead of being a majority of the garrizon, the instructors
were decreased to 2 mers leavening, We found ourselves,
hmt'ﬁ"f&?. in a somewhat harsher world. It looked it—
and it spon felt so—for the front line being fairly near
e enemy, afforded him an opportunity of sending aver
Tifie gremades. Manv of our dead—killed on Scptem-
bﬂ: ZETF,_ 1915—=still lay out in “No Man's Land,”
théi::—ﬁd U.S-_'ir‘ Ehun:{lyﬂ.rd of the Lttle ruined chorch
e 'l.*.hd.-_-. filled mth._th:-*. u’ﬂﬂ:ﬂfn CTOSSES erecled
‘lﬂg—c;:ts. w‘-k‘ 0 had ‘bﬂEn Lilled b&hm:rl our llr}cs_ Ths
ere much more substznbial—having becn

deeply and well cons: , . : =
N ot the T:ll_l constructed by the French in the early
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On April 1st, after one night in rest, we assumed full
responsibility, for we took leave of our hosts, and became
the garrison of what was lnown as the Auchy Right Sub-
section, The encmy showed some activity, and we
suffered several casualtics from rifle grenades (one killed
and 12 wounded, the latter including Second Licut.
H. L. Morell). We were relieved on April 4th by the
1/5th Battalion Scottish Rifles, and after one day in
Beathune marchald to Basnelles, near Gonnehem, where
we remained till the 16th.  While we were in 1his village
Brig.-General P, W, Robertsan reported on the Buttalion's
work while it was attached for instruction to his, the
rath, Brigade :—

"1 eonsider from what T have seen that this is @
good Battalion and well commanded,  They seem Lo
hiwve a good system of work ind organization, and only
require further expericnce,”

When Lieut-General Sir R C. Halang, K.C.BE.,
commanding the XT Corps, inspected part of the Brigude
al Gormehemt on April Toth, he endorsed these reports,
and added that the T6th Battalion Sherwood Foresters
seerned ta be particularly good.

On April 15th Brig-General R. D, F. Oldman, D.S.0.,
succeeded Brig-General P, Holland, C.B., as Brigade
Commander. The next day we marched to Riez du
Vinapge, where, two days later, the new G.0.C. Brigade
inspected us in hillets. Here we spent an agrecable week
or so—the country was pleasant, our hosts kind, the
billets were comfortable und some of us were living
on the grassy banls of La Bassée Canal.

FESTUBERT
On April 23rd the Battalion took over C2 Sub-zection,
Festuhert. We were now feeling our feet, and were
gratified to hs actually holding the linc for the Orst time,
supported by the other Battalions of our Brigade, and
under command al our owz, the 3oth, Division. Hitherto
we had always been attached to other Brigades, and were
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no doubt closely supported by veteran troops. At
Festubert w= definitsly took our place as a combatant
umit in the Expeditionary Foree in France.

Though, generally speaking, there was 2 uniformity
about Trench life, every sector of the British Fromt had
its own individual characteristics. This sector was
remaskable, even famous, for the well-known * Islands of
Festubert."”
The front was not held by a continueus trench, but by
a series of island posts in “ No Man's Land ' drawn out
along the front of the support line.  The islands varied in
size, the largest holding as many as eighteen men, and
the smallest an ordinary sentry group.  Headquarters lor
the front Company was a lurge, long island behind  this
archipelago, and accommodated about two platoons,
The ground was marshy, so that the tremches were nol
“sunk,”" but consisted of sandbag breastworks. The
support line was magnificent—the breastwork being
high and broad, and solidly built. Tt was, however,
unfortunate that it had been found neeessary in the past
to bury our dead just behind, so that we lived in fact in
a cemoterv, Rats were plentiful, and had made some
of the dugouts, including Battalion Headquarters, almost
unbeamble. The holding of this line invelved carelul
organisation, as all administration had to be carried cut
at night, since during the hours of davlight we were all
perforce separnte entities, Company Commanders in the
front could not reach their island outposts, Companics
in support could not reach the front Company, We
kept a precarious tomch by telephone, a loxury which
later was given up owing to the perfecting of the
“ listening-in "" apparatus. Directly night fell therefore,
the support Companies sent large carrying and working
Parties to the front, the former to bring mtions, water,
the mails and rum - the latter to work on the linking up
of the islands.  All commoditi=s had to he arranged in
- Sfparate divisions and conveved to cach island party,

while Company Commanders had to visit their posts,
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reliefs had i take place, letiers to be distributed, and
rum served out. © No Man's Land " was alive with
humanily, and it was well to have patrols out in front
to cover us during these multifarious activities. Cur
sret tour hers was guiet, thongh we cufiered two
casualtes, C.5.M. Drummond bhemg wounded, and
Sergeant W. A, Tdwards killed, We were relieved by
the T7th Battalion King's Royal Rifles on April 27th, and
beeame the Battalion in Brigade support on the outskirts
of Festubert, Those who were with us in these early
days will remember the litte hamlet in which we lived—
{hey will recall passing Testubert Churchyard, with the
greal erucilix standing aloflt in the moonlight among
the dobris of the muined walls and monuments; the
intricacics of the Tuning ¥ork, and the desolation of
Le Plantin, unpeopled alike by soldiers or civiliazs.

While here we fonnd working partics of 350 every
night for the consolidation of 1he island line.

The few days in support were not without incident,

The first day broke fine and warm, which scomed to
invite us Lo exceptienal ablutionary eflort. The Oificers
took baths in the garden by turns in the sunshine. In
the midst of the series the encmy started shelling us ;
shells dropped in the proximity of the bath and stirred
up =0 much mud as to nentralise its bencficial eliects.
Then one landed full on the thatched roof of the billet
of No. 2 Platoon. It caught fre immediately, anid one
Company Commander had the misfortune to be com-
pelled to direct salvage operations in a uniform which is
not prescribed by King's Regulu jons. Ne. 2 Dlatoon
billet was gutted, and much of ther It was burmt. A
great effort was successfully made to save the cooker,
which was in an oulhouse. The shelling fortunately
did not last long, though No. 2 Platoon’s  billet
continned to make an excellent target by ernitting smoke
and detonating ammunition for several hours.

Tt i= curious to recall that two civilians hoversd round
this village like cats round their cld home, and were, of
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course, immediately suspected of being spies. They
vanished suddenly—but at no point sa near the ling did
we meet civiians again., Perhaps they had come to
look for something which they had 1sft behind, something
they had buricd—perhaps it was something which we
fommd. It was on this wise. One alterncon cerlain
members of the Battalion exuded a cheerfulness that
hardly seemed warmanted by the existing circumstances
and closer investigation revealed the fact that in I:]:u:"
garden there had been uncarthed a large number of glasses
This success had encouraged the digging parly to look fm:
something to put in them, Their efforts Wc;-: rewarded
for further mining operations had brought to light a ::zl..alé
of whisky, The glasses were washed and filled, and the
hot afternoon was going to be very pleasantly spent —I!mt
well—the war spoilt many pleasant afternoons | We 'sa'ﬂ.'-rl1
hu:--'x:mr. on our rum ration that day. eI
There was also a gas alarm to add to the variety of
these few days in support. Some shells dropped round
us mu‘lﬁ we spent a short time in our gas maske, The gas
us':l_l , iE it came over at all, did not reach us, .
We proceeded from Festubert tothe “islands™ ngain, and
sp._;;ﬂ an uncventiol tour, helping to consolidate the 'lin.u.,
= L: ';ia}' i.tl} we 1.-.1{_1':: r@gx*?d and proceeded to hillers
o h;;lr‘f_  for a short spell in reserve, during which we
o 1:1(._; m:.:rgﬁi x:;?l{kitu;g‘paﬂivfa. F‘rﬂly thence we went
e s rln-:l ﬂ;?:t‘ l_ilcz rln_: Vinage, Here, the
with some b:lthin"l'ul L1‘1:]JLril‘:.*l-l]LH"t'jr IWEEPIQES?HU.'-' "":“'U“f'ﬂd
e, ]? ; : n:. ne night Baltaliom
: : are and was burnt to the ground
very little being saved, though the Headquarters St i
did their best to -'\':El"n'-'ﬂ."'"; i} I:J E : i i L
alvage the farmer's goods;

o GIVENCHY
o I:'tia}' I?;j]? the Battalion returned to theline, relicving
st Battalion Cambridgeshire Regimentin B 2 Sub-
s As we completed three tours in
became very familiar with its environs.

Section at Givenchy,
ﬂ:ﬂﬂ- SECLOP i
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Wiile in reserve we occupisd billets on the canal in the
plensant village of Gorre. QOur way to the front Iine from
there Juy aleong the north bank, past Brigade Tlead-
quarters al Canal Tlouse Lo Givenchy itself, the battered
township, which with the remains of a factory and some
houses, afforded shelier for uit when serving #s the
Battalion in support. At the point called Windy Lorner
(it was never clear whether meteorologicalor psychological
conditions had been the origin of this name) we entercd
the trenches. Those who have been there will remember
the long wall up Hitchin Road, by this date well
overhung with vepetation, to South Moot Villa, the
ruinied house on the left which, with ils protecting
redoubt, accommodited Battalion TMeadquarters and on
from there the winding trenel which brought us to the
Headguarters of the Company in support, This was
called Moat Farm, and it must have been a fine place in
its prime—a greal building making the four sitdles of a
square like a fort, with a large courtyard in the centre ;
ihe whole surrounded by a moat,  Leaving this on the
Jeft, we procecded through Upper Cut, past Poppy
Redoubt and the new left front Company Heatlquarters
(built. while we were there by our Divisional sappers),
until we reached the long lateral commimication french
called Piceadilly, which lay behind the greater part of our
front, and ran appropriately mto Park Tanc and from
there, with less Lopographicel accuracy, into Coventry
Street, They will Tecall Geottish Trench, lying behind
the deserted, impassable and sinister Dead Man's Trench,
where quite suddeniy, awing to a substantial stream m
“ N Man's TLand,” the crater ared consed, and our line
221l back to o distance of over 400 yards from the enemy’s
or striking to the right, The Avenuc leading to the Centre
Company TTcadquartors at TFrench Farm, or, pushing on
further south, Berkeley Street which took us into the Front
Tine and the Saps leading fo the Red Dragon Crater,
It has alrcady bsen observed that each sector had s
own characteristics, and Givenchy was no exception, for
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+ had two—craters and rifle grenades. Tt was part of
{he normal day in Trench life to apprehend that a shell
might bring vour roof about your head, but at Givenchy
we were prepared for the Soor to come up as well, A
mine on our tight was exploded about 5 a.m. one morning,
and though it was only & small one, and not on our
smmediate front, it was guite impressive enough. There
were craters nearly zll along this front, culminating in
the already mentioned Ked Dragon Crater, notoricus as
the largest in France. Constant pumping opecrations
made * No Man's Laad " very wet which constituted a
great hindrance to our patrols. Our line was very close
to the enemy and our posts uf the end of cach sap were
nearer still—indeed at some points we were hardly forty
yards apart. When we first arrived there the enemy's
rifle grenades were a constant menace.  They came over
in no sort of system—aones, twos, or perhaps burst like the
streamers from o rocket.,  One communication trench was
such a favourite target that it had been put out of bounds
and the sides became & sort of pin cushion, bristling with
the stocks of inmumerable grenades.  We soon determined
to put down this nuisance, for, though the trenches were
good, they were inadequately equipped with shelters or
with rifle grenade batteries. We remedied both thesc
defects, We sent for lurge supplies of grenadeés, and
systematically set ourselves to dominate the cnemy,
sending over ten to cach one of his, till he had svidently
had enough of it. Second Licut. E, H, Lifetres, Sergeant
Fletcher and three men  were Lkilled, and thirleen
men were wounded during the first tour in  these
trenches,

Though one is apt in oy account of trench warfare
16 lay emphasis on the predominant characteristics of the
S’El:tur—m this case mines 2nd rifle grenades—it would
= '“n]lfﬁt 10 the enemy and to our own arms if an
FEPEESsion was conveyed that our tour at Givenchy was
mﬁ artillery, machine gun or sniping activity, All

—= AIms were very much ta the fore on both sides,
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and in addition to thelr normal shoots, our Artillery and
Trench Mortar Batteries—one battery 45 howitzess,
one 18 pounder batiery, two medinm trench mortars, five
Stokes gnns and three 77 light trench mortars—carried
aut a special demonstration on May z2nd, supported by
two West gins and eight rifle grenade batteries. This
demonstration was arranged by Brigade Headguarters as
retaliation for the enemy’s rille grenade activity. The
(ierman response was short and sharp, chiefly directed
at Moat Tarm. Machine guns were very busy on most
nights, especially on our support lines, while our snipers
here hegan to aequire experience which was maost
valuable later on Furthermore, about ¢ o'dlock
one evening, the enemy cansed much discomfort to our
transport which was bringing rations to Windy Corner by
sending over tear gas. We were all dissolved into tears
but these expressions of griel can hardly be said to have
reduced us to silence, and the Transport Scotion gave us a
remarkable illustration of the elasticity ol the English
language.

On reliel by the r7th Battalion King's Royal Rifles we
held the support or village line. Company Headquarters
were scaltered in Givenchy, and the platoons cecupicd
the cellars of the ruined houses and factory.

Our second Lour of the Front Line cost more casualties
than the first—4 killed and 25 wounded, the latter
including 2nd Lient. A, 1), Parkin. On May 2gth we
proceeded to Gorre as Battalion in Brigade reserve, and
spent four very hot days in comparative rest.

Our third tour in the Front Line at Givenchy began
on June 3rd,

On the following night we carried out a bombing raid
on the enemy trenches south of the Ducl’s Bill, The
plans had been very carefully worked out, and Licut.
Davies had reconnoitred the ground the night before and
had located the gap cnt in the German wire, while the
four Officers and 70 other ranks who were to take part
in the operation had been carefully instructed in their

various toles.  These, for the purposes of the raid, were
divided into four parties:—
The first undsr Second Lieut. R. C. Davies.
The second under Lieut. A. Hardy.
The third (Haison)under Second Lieut, J. R. Cholerton.
The fourth (support) under Sergennt Bradwell.

The historian is at a disadvantage in describing a raid
for, todo justice to one of the most difficult and lmz:lrdcru'.:':
enterprises of modern warfare, he should not only have
taken part in one, but should also be gifted with con-
siderable descrplive pnwcr—handicaps' which in the
present instiance are increascd by the modest reserve of
those who so gallantly carried oot this particnlar opera-
tion. A modern battle by daylight is almost impossible to
describe—the whizz and thunder of the shells, the spitting
u‘i the machine and Lewis guns, the crucking of the
rifles, the dust, the casualties, the crumbling or crushing
out of existence before one's eyes of the immediate
Iﬂf\‘dﬂpe—'ﬂ&l‘[nbtnl‘: to male appear chaotic what in
effect may be a most ordered action, By night the
pand.utilun:a are, of course, much worse, and ;1.;15.' operation
is h:rw:lc!&rinf: : darkness allies itsell with noise o Blunt
one's  sensibilities to any conception of order or
c{aﬁrlt}'. Only o wery bald account can therefore be
given.
mj ri;ﬂititt‘tr- l.,;:"_'lﬁ't:_rlﬂij]. .hy a htzja.vy artillery and trench
ki rTage, to which the Germans responded with

ﬂa;fiu-aljlc weight and persistence, Licut, Davies and his
mﬂ; ﬁLChfji UELE, enemy wirc. Here they were moet and
i v & spirited resistance and suffered a relatively

ge number of casnalties from the German bomb
Among the wounded was Sergeant W ho hard ably
i T was .r;Lrgr.ant ‘.:'h'__‘l.:'a[t,‘ who had ably
ity s t]:;:rt ; ‘bc- _?T_ was the r&as:tan.c& at this
iy r.u_s' r-_vé..ept for I:mu.t, D{J.vu?s, the only
sy M'_-Ef:_lj'['tuert in the raid were indicted at {his
: =0 2 party had penetrated the wa
I e D L r.rP ewire. Unde-
by Private 1. 1 =5, having found the gap, and followed
- Boaler, his leading bayonet man, and his
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small remmant, pressed through inte the encmy trench.
There they tuned to the right and on their doing so the
majority of the enemy gamison went to ground and sought
refuge in the dug-outs. Tieul. Davies wenl into one and
dragped o prisoner half out, Hut could not succood in
getting him away, as, exposed in {he docrway, hie was the
target of all within, The dug-out was lhen bombed. In
the meantime Private Boaler entercd two dug-ouss
further on and bayoneted a German in each.

Lieut. Hardy and his parly followed the lirst party
very closely into the German trench and {urned to the
lelt. They pursued their course of hide-and-seek round
traverse and fire-buy but met no one.  In these conditions
they proceeded for about Go yards down the trench,
systematically bombing the dug-outs, and  building
blocks to the communication trenches,

The third or liaisen party, under Lieut. Cholerton,
followed the seeond, and cstablished themselves hetween
the two others in the German trench, kecping hoth wings
in touch, replenishing the bomb supply, and covering the
line of withdrawal, Tieul. Davies, owing to the heavy
losses he had suffered in “ No Man's Land,” sent o
message for the fourth party to come and remnloree him,
Sergeant Bradwell responded with promptitude, and on
praceeding to the right, encountered an encrmy hombing
party which had evidently come up a communication
trench, or had emerged from a dug-out. This party
attacked them with great dash, but Sergeant Bradwell
and his men drove them into a dug-out and bombed them
there into silence, Lieut. Davies afterwards estimated
that he had penctrated about 6o yards to the tight, and
with the assistance of the fourth party he also blocked
the communication tremches, All the dug-cuts were
bombed systemalically, and the only nfie grenade stand
they could find was demalished,

In view of the prefatory observations on mnight
operations in trenches, it should be stated that this raid
proceeded ' according to plan,” and was carried out like
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clockwork m a2 thorough and deliberate manner. Half
an hour alter entzring the enemy trenches our parties
were in zbsolute possession, and the German garrison
were eitner killed or wounded in the dug-outs. All that
could usefully bz done had besn accomplished, and a
withdrawal, covered by a strong point on each flank,
was therenpon carried out with great coolness and
judgment under the direction of Lient. Cholerton, whose
party acted as a rear guard. Unfortunately, Lieut, Davies,
who was among the last to leave the trench, and to whose
gallantry the success of the raid had been largely due,
was severzly wounded while recrossing the wire. He
was brought in by Sergeant Bradwell, and has happily
recovered. Last of all came Lieut. Cholecton and his
party bringing in our wounded. [n this halting description
the chief actors only have been mentioned, but it should
be added that everyone carried out his duties in a cool,
collected and admirable manner.
Our casualties were—
Killed—
2 Other Ranks,
Wounded—
Second Lieut. R. C. Davies.
18 Other Ranks,
Missing—
5 Other Ranks,
G;Ei:r L:::;;lcus c;f the Gﬁcers_ and Non-Commissioned
it ;mu; :ng the parties, and of %ﬁrgezmt A
Specialls n_u_-.;,[n‘ _:1:_“-.-‘ L. Boaler a:’_ﬁ_d H. I':[._ Chilvers, wers
el lea:-.-_-n_;ud to the notice Gf}]lgﬂ.ﬁl’ authorities.
"né > I;:r C. Munro and Lient.-General Sir R. C.
SreR R “{}iﬁ{‘q\mﬂﬂ}‘ sent for the Commanding Officer
o the_szmc:% concerned, and congratulated them
Bﬂrﬂmﬂ:;sm]; ;Tu Vﬂé T:iht: operation. Major-lGGeneral N,
TOEanTe: on th::_; ! .,.__u:rthercn:an.gra.zulated the Batralion,
- :uLceﬁ? =."f. the mid, but also on being the
r—:nﬂvqjgth Dr':"tsmr: to enter the enemy trenches,
¥ aecond Lieut, R, C, Davies was awarded the

unit of th
Subsequently 3
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M.C., Sergeant Bradwell the D.C.M,, and Private Boaler
the M.M. These were the first honours awarded to any
Won-commissioned Officers and men who had come out
with the Division. On June guth a letter was Teceived
from His Grace the Duke of Devonshire congratulating
his Battalion on winning these distinctions.

The next morning the enemy shelled our lincs, and
rifle grenade activity continued intermittently on both
sides throughout the day and night. Apart from the
raid our caznalties during the tour amounted to three men
illed and eleven wounded. We were relicved on June
6th by the 1st Battalion Cambridgeshire Regiment,
and went into reserve at Essars, marching to billets in
Les Chooquaux the next day. From here we were able
to indulge in the good things that Bethune could then
offer us, i.e. a restaurant, where the ched was famous,
and the amenities of the Officers’ Club.

On June roth Major-General R. Dawson assumed
the command of the Division vice Major-General N,
Barmardiston, M.V.0.  Major T1. M. Milward, Second-in-
Command of the Battalion, was appoint efl to command
the 17th Battalion Sherwood Foresters on June 1ath,
and Major N. Toughton became our Second-in-Command.

Riceusovns L'AVOUE

At the time of holding them it is difficult to maintain a
sentimental attachment for any system of trenches, Dt
many a cheerful evening has been spent by those who
have had the good [urtune to survive the Great War,
going over familiar oround, comparing notes, and sharing
reminiscences,  Alter such an evening we find thar time
has somewhat rounded the angles, and has sufluscd our
memories with a solter and redder glow, and in these
moments we can recall, almost with affeciion, scenes
which af the Lime were associated with hardship. Probably
of a1l the sectors on the British Front with which we
were to become familiar, Richebourg (or rather © Ferme
du Bois—Right Sub-section,” to give it irs offcial
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designation) occupies the warmest, or at any rate, the
least frigid, place in our hearts. Nor are the reasons {ar
15 scek.  First, during our stay there the weather was
fine and warm—a factor of the greatest importance to
shose resident in ditches. Secondly, the trenches were
in good order, and generally speaking, dry, while the
dug-outs as shelters from the weather were satisfactory,
and even comfortable.  [As shelters from enemy activity
they were—certainly when we arrived—about as useful
as tents would have been.) Further, the breastworks
repaid work on them, in that, unlike so many sectors
where one’s efforts seemed lost in the general state of
semi-demolition and patchwork repairs, one could quite
definitely see the improvements effected. But, apart
from these reasons, it is propably the length of time we
spent there that promoted the affection in which we hold
Richebourg, for our long sojourn gave us the conflidence
which results from knowledge. ‘e Anew the Ferme
du Bois trench system, and felt that i it had come o
defending our position, we could bave got out of it
everything there was in it. We tock over the line on
June 16th, and, owing to the necessity lfor cancentrating
as many troops as possible on the Somme, where the
great bafLLle had started en July 1st, spent thirty-four
consecutive days there. During that time there was
very _]1[1_11_- in the sector with which we did not become
lamiliar—the great flat plain dotted with seattered ruins,
;];f;;-}_ﬂ-b:}r‘df}_rgdﬂﬂ_ue de 1'Epinette 'l:'u'ith its Il'l.zinecl
N Ba:]:iqij:hmufnlu enough under R.E. remu wition to
il {m‘:l U!}'nr Sapper Headquarters, the litils cemetery
f(:-ward; - & of us were to rest, the turn to the right
e E’- Qu:m:u_ Eue or the Rue du Bois, according
el t‘fr.up"-__r-.}' frant we were Lo occupy, the maza-like
WEI:: t which formed the entrance to the trenches, the
Gﬂm:]_?]iﬂm?gh_the remains of the old British and old
5 (relics of battles of the previons year), al

thic ity P o year), along
B 1o on trench overhmung with wheat and

IS, the headguarters of the sopport Company
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at Tube Station, on past the ruins of the natural spring,
and again into the Communication trench, leaving on
our right Rope Keep {where a small garrison was always
maintained), into the front line, with its fine breastwork
of sandbags, its orderly uniformity of traverse and
fire-bay, backed by the dug-outs or sandbag hts, spread
along behind 1t like native kraals in an African village.
Ves, if one must spend a portion of one's life holding
trenches, there is a good deal to be said for the " Ferme
dn Bois—Right Sub-section” in July. However, our
thirty-four days there was no holiday camp. We worked
hard, and like ants defended and improved our hill, with
listening posts, patrols, wiring and working parties by
night, and trench construction by day, Moreover, we kept
the enemy well aware of our presence, lest it should dawn
on him we were rather a thin khaki line in front of him.
When, however, we come to look back we realise it was
essentially a sniper's tour of duty, and our snipers—who
had been brovght to a high standard of eficiency under
Lieut, P, U, Laws—seizing their opportunity, obtained a
complete domination over their wis-g-uis, They began
their activities on the 18th with 2 claim for five Germans.
That evening our artillery breached the German parapet,
and our Lewis guns played on the working party which
attempted to repair it ; our snipers took charge during
the day, and when darkness fell the Lewls gunners
continued their leaden spray—so that on the zoth the
gap was still open.  Our snipers added daily to their roll
of victims ; with the result that by the zznd the snemy
snipers were beginning to show signs of nervousness, and
paid us the compliment of closing their loop-holes and
removing their periscopes.  They cven went further, and
put up a notice near the Ferme Cour I'Avouc : ** Why fire
when peace is sonear 27 Our snipers claimed three more
victims as their reply to this repprochement, and indeed,
seldom failed to take a regular toll, on unassailable
cvidence. Their view of the enemy was =o distinct that
they were able Lo discern the details of the uniforms of the
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regiment oppesite. Unhappily their leader and trainer,
Lieut. Laws, was slightly wounded while on patrol, and
we lost him for some wecks. He had been out several
nights reconmoitring in ' No Man's Land,” and bad even
on one occasion, with Private Appleby, gone to a ruin
between the lines one evening, cobserved all day, and
ceturned to our irenches the following night. TFor this
valuable reconnaissance the Divisional Commander sent
a special letter of congratulation and appreciation.
Other important reconnaissances were carricd out by
Second Lisut. F. H. Chappell, Lance-Corporal Needham
and Private Marriott. The tour continued with normal
variations on these themes in addition to which there
were by day artillery duels resulting in but little damage
to our side, and Lewis and machine gun fire by night.

An clement of novelty was introduced into the
programme on the 2gth, for at midnight the Engineers
discharged gas from Quinque Crossing. The enemy * took
it lying down " and did not retaliate, so we wondered if
he ever inhaled it at all. We ourselves were very glad
when the “all clear” signal at 12 30 a.m. relicverd us of the
old-pattern gas helmets which were still used in those days,

On the goth the 116th Brigade on our left attacked the
Boar’s Ilcad, and we took a subsidiary part in the
operations, as we created a smoke barrage from our front
line by means of I'. bombs and smoke candles, This
Pyrotechnical display was a great success. There was
something impressive and even exhilarating about the
Iringe of firs and smoke belching forth [rom the long
length of our parapet, with our guns booming behind,
531&]}5 whistling over our heads, and our machine guns
adding to the din by their cracking ancd spitting. We
”;t ;_Lat 2.50 am. and r:f:a_s.«:d abont 3.23 a.m. _Th.-: CTEmy
= 5 gOns on to us in less than five minates, and
Supperted fhis retaliation with machine gons. His
Proporiion of direct hits was more creditable to his
?;:Eﬁ_hiﬂ P}t‘ﬂ:;e.-:-t for us, as 1_1:; breached our parapet

mber of places—there being ten gaps on the left
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Company front alome. As soon as ovur machine guns
opened fire he sent up a number of red rockets, followed
by green ones, but the significance of these was never
made clear.  Our punishment did not last long, as the
enemy very soon found out that we were not the real
offenders, and turned their attention to the 116th Brigade,
who had successfully decapitated the Boar and reached
the support line, but soon realised the salient in which
they found themselves was too narrow and exposed
to hold. They, therefore, retired later in the day.
Druring the attack cur stretcher bearers, under Sergeant
Trueman, did very good work by going out and bringing
in many of the wounded from * No Man’s Land,” Our
casualtics were few—0 wounded. When day dawned
our snipers digpersed a small working party, and the enemy
continued desultory shelling for some time, with no result.

The first cleven days of July were typical of this long |

tour. They had o marked similarity, but no inanition,
for none passed without a cerlain amount of bombardment
varying from a hundred 477 to a half-dozen " whize-
bangs.”  These favours were distributed over a wide
area—sometimes on onc company [ront, sometimes on
anaother, sometimes on the support line, and sometimes
on Battalion 1Teadquarters and the Rue du Bois. 1t was,
generally speaking, remarkably ineffective; a break or
two in the parapet, a dug-out " stove in,” or unhappily a
few casualtics. Our machine puns were almost always
active directly darkuess fell, and onr Lewis guns played
un the gaps made by the artillery in the German parapet
and kept these wounds open,  Officers’ patrols, sometimes
more than one, were out for several hours, every night, but
never actually collided with an enemy patrol, We had
reason to believe they were about, for on July 13t a small
listening patrol came in and reported a party of 10 to 15
Germans advancing on our wire. These were dispersed
by rifleand Lewis gun fire, several being seen to get up and
run towards their own lines. We could, however, never
lure the enemy patrals into our traps, althoogh a vanety
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of expedients was adopted. Once our patrols bombed the
enemy trenches, oncs @ working party at Ferme Cour
I'Avoné, and on another occasion an enemy listening

This latter ' drew ” the encmy, who next evening
bombed ihe point in the hedge where our patrol had been
the might before.

Chur snipers continued active, and our diary of this
period has many such entries as this:—

“ At b pam. our snipers observed water being bailed
out of the enemy trenches, by means of a bucket—
a man was scen to show himself, head and shoulders,
during this work and was fimally brought down by our
man,""

The following entries explain something of the infinite
patience and persistent cbservation of detail which this
work involved (—

" 2/7/16,—An enemy sniper was shot by our snipers.
The German method of work is (for the sniper) to wear
a black mask on his head and fire over the top of black
sandbags on the parapet, so that at the range at this
point it is exceedingly difficult to spot him. One of
our snipers laid in wait all the moming until his (the
German's) pesition was given awey by the flash of the
rifle.  Our man is convinced that he obtained a clean
hit through the head, 2s the German was seen Lo {all
forward, his rifle canting upward."

The enemy, however, was not easily quelled, for on
July 7th we paid the following tribute to their
Perseverance :—

"In view of the increased hostile sniping activity
of the last two days, we have been right down the line
and put two or three steel-piercing bullets into every
loophole that conld be spotted.”

On July 12th we carried out our second raid, In
PTEPEIEFiQn for this, Second Lient. H. 5. Seabrook had
feconnoitred the ground very carefully two nights before,
and had located the point through the German wire
Where the entry into the trenches was to be made, The




44 1HE SHEERWOOD FORESTERS

operalion was planned to be effected on a front of 160
vards. (5. 2z C. 45.635).

A taid is, in all respects, an eerie and awe-nspiring
business—the terrific din of the preliminary bombardment,
the crawl over the parapet, the slither through our wire,
the plunge into the dark unknown—all tend to make the
raider appreciate that the trenches he has up till then
roundly abused for their discomfort are not such bad
places after all, with the security and almost homeliness
they seem to offer, manned as they are by his own
“pals.”  If there is one point about 2 raid more than
anothier which impresses one’s imagination it is seeing
one's comrades in the dim light assembled in the front
line, with blackened [aces, and one almost sympathises
with the Germans who are suddenly, in their own abode,
to find themselves confrented by these fearsome death-
dealing “ negroes.”” Thus we saw them just before
30 am, when our Artillery and Trench Mortars
Lombarded the enemy's lines. e retaliated heavily all
along our front, breaching our parapet in several places,
while Lieul. Seabrook end the raiders divided into three
parties slipped quictly into ** No Man's Land " and lay
down, On the completion of the bombardment the
raiders. advanced to ihe enemy's wire and without
difficulty found the gap which had been cut by our Trench
Mortar Batlery. They suffered several casualties both
before and after getting through, as, unlike the German
garrison at Givenchy, the enemy did not immediately
seek tefige in the dug-outs, but pallantly defended
themselves, and on turning to the left our party had to
fight their way along the trench. Tieut, Seabrook and
his orderly, Private Clements, bayoneted four of the
cnemy, and then, supported by his party, crove the rest of
their opponents before them as they proceeded ; these
latter, including two German officers, retived into dog-
outs as they fell back. Unfortunately, this progress was
accomplished at the cost of the lives of Licut. Seabrock
and Private Clements, who were killed by bombs while
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still leading the attack. Sergeanmt A. G, Hildreth then
took command of the party, which pressed on for fifty
vards, and passed four dug-outs full of Germans. These
were bombed ; onz caught fire. In the meantime, there
being no sign of the other Lwo parties, Privates Hutchin-
son and Pegg had returned to the peint of entry, and
had obtained Iurther bombs from our casuallies, These
were, however, soon exhansted. Finding that he was
without ammunition and entirely unsupported and,
therefore, unable to continue any offensive action, Ser-
geant Hildreth made arrangements for a withdrawal,
This he conducted with great resource and ability, bring-
ing the wounded with him; but at considerable risk, as
his numbers were now very much reduced, and a strong
counter-attack by the enemy while he was gotting his
party and his casualties through the wire must have
made the position desperate.  The German casualties were
estimated at fourteen, in addition to many found killed
by ourartillery, but it was unfortunate that the party was
unable to exploit its success to the fulll It transpired
later that the second party (and in consequence also the
third) lost touch with Licut, Seabrook’s party very carly
in the action, and beingunable to find their bearings,
missed the gap in the enemy's wire. It was as a result
of this miscarriage of the plan that Sergeant Hildreth
found himsell unszupported, and the greatest credit
was due to him for having so successfully extricated his
party from a difficult situation,

Our casnalty list, incuding those killed and wounded
in our line by enemy artillery, was, as has been shewn,
unfortunatzly headed by Second Lisut, Seabrook, wha had
led the raiding party with conspicuons élan and gallantry--

Killed—

Second Lient, H. §. Seabrook.

Szcond Lient. N. C. Dawson, mortally wounded by
artillery fire whilz zerving his trench mortar in
our front line.

I Other Rank,
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The total casualties during the thirty-four days were—
Killed—=z Officers ; 12 Other Ranks.
Wopnded-—4 Officers ; 85 Other Ranks.
Perhaps nothing could summarise this period of
our life m France better or more concisely than the
following, which appeared in Battalion Omders on the

Wounded—
Second Lieut. J. R. Cholerton.
Second Lieut. C. J. Hart.
z6 Other Ranks.
Missing (belicved killed)—
z Other Kanks.

Ox the 13th the Army Commander, General Sir Charles
Monro, (+.C. ., inspected one Officer and 15 other ranks of
the raiding party al Loisne and congratulated them on
their success, and on the 27th he presented military medal
ribands o Serpeant Gilbert, Private J. Tutchinson, and

2ist —
“ The Commanding Officer wishes to thank all ranks

for the soldierly spinit shown diring their long tour
in the Trenches at Ferme du Bms. The Battalion i
has been continuously in the front line {renches for a

Private’l, E. Pegg, at Merville. Notification was received
an e zoth that H.M. the King had conferred the D.C.M.
an Sergeant A. G, Mildreth, who also received the following
Jelter from Brig-General R, D. T Oldman, G.O.C. 1r7th
Infantry Brigade i—

“ | am very pleased Lo be able to congratulate vou on
getting yonr ILC.M.  Every time the 16t Battalion
Sherwood Toresters have tried conclusions with the
enemy in his own trenches shey have distinguished
\hemeelves, Your action was worthy of the highest
praise, and you very well deserved your decoration.

YR, DT OLDMAN,
“ Conemanding 1rpth Infaniry Brigade.”

Our normal Richehourg lile was resumed the next day
and continucd with many events, but nothing out-
standingly evenllul, until we were relieved. The smipers
were consistently successiul, and more than ance put
steel-piercing bullets into cvery loophele opposite; the
enemy artillery was rather more active, but in most cases
responded to treatment from ours. Officer patrols were
out every night and practically made * No Man's Land ™
our own, for ihe enemy seemed to leave that neutral area

entirely to us.

The long tour came to a close on the zoth, when the

front was®taken over from us by the rzth and 13th
Rattalions Royal Sussex Regiment.

period of thirty-four dawys. Although the Batlalion
has underiaken no offensive on o large scale, they have
been constantly engaged with the enemy. Patrols,
listening posts, and wiring partics bave entered *No
fan's Land * nightly. One successful raid has been
carried out, and much useful work dome in strengthening
and improving pur defences.”

During July Lieut. Max Jackson, a brother of our
first :"e-cm:d-IrL-ConunsLnd, joined us as Transport Oilcer,
and Captain W, . H. Munden, RAMCL, our Medical
Officer, left us for duty with the Stafll of the D.ATILM,S,
30th Division. He was succeeded by Licut. S, J. L.
Lindeman, R.AMC, i ‘

We parted with Captain Munden with very great
regret. He had been our Medical Officer for eight
months, and had earned the gratitude of all ranks by his
constant care, kindly sympathyand conscientiousdevotion
to duty.

We spent from the 21st to the 24th as reserve to the
118th Infuntry Brigade, in billets at Gorre and round
..the Tuning Fork, with Headquarters at Canal House,
énd on the latter dare we procesded to Bethune,
and pccopied the Ecole des  Jeunes Tilless onee
more, as Battalion in Brigade Reserve. TIere we
SPenl our time in resting, refitting and recreation,
and on the 26th returnsd to the Tuning Fork to fill
our former role.
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TER SEcorD VistT To GIVEIRCEY AKD
TIE MARcI SOUTIWARD

On August 18t we retumed to the cratcr area in the
Leit Sub-sectionat Givenchy, with Battalion Headquarters
agtin at South Moor Villa, Here we found that the
enemy, whom we had left fairly quiet, was falling mto
bad habits again, and the situation needed  attenBbon.
Every arm was aclive on both sides— artillery, sniping,
rifie pronades and trenelt mortars, These last included the
terridying  viriety termed ' rum jars,"” which soared
aloft so high and were so difficult to judge in descent.
One morning, at 2.15, this form of activity developed
into a brisk duel, the cnemy bombs falling near Poppy
Redoubt, happily without much cliect.

A varlation wis arranged on the 3rd, for our Buppors
expladed n small mine south of F sap, west of the crater
already in existence there, and in the approved style
a crater parly went out 10 otoupy the lip. Tt was found,
however, that it was unsuitable for eonsolidation, The
enemy replied very quickly with rapid rifle fire, rifle
erenades and treneh morlars,

Their snipers were earcful during our stay, but onz of
onrs shot his vis-d-vis (who was looking over the edge of
the sap opposite) through the head at forty yards.

We may sum up the cvents of this shorl return to
familiar ground by saying the tour was in all respects
very similar to the previous ones, but that in every way
it was more active. As on the former occasions, we had
the sutisfaction of quieting ihe enemy's ifle grenades.

On the 6th we were relicved by the 14th Battalion
Hampshive Regiment, and, leaving Givenchy for good,
finished alss our duty with the First Army. WWe
proceeded to billets in Le Hamel and Essars, and spent
gne of our three days there being tested in the gas chambers
at Le Tourst—a valuable but unpleazant way of passmg
a morning. On the gth we marched to Bethune and
stayed for the last time in the Ecole des Jeunes Filles.

1915,

ALDERSHUT
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Bethuns simce our last visit had ondergone a severe
trizl, having besn bombarded ; much damage had been
done, the hospital had been hit, and one of our own sick
there had besn wounded.

In the meantime the summons had come for the 30th
Division to fake its tum im the Battle of the Somme,
which had now been in progress for six weeks. Tt had
been armanged that we should march south and spend
some days specially training for cur part in the battle on
the way.

We started on Aupust roth with some trepidation, as
our long sojourn in the trenches had not fitted us for
marching. However, we were encournged by the fuct
that the health of the Battalion was cxcellent. We lelt
our quarters in Bethune with some regret (the more so
as we considerably reduced our kit for battle purposes),
and marched that day to Auchel, where we slept, We
continued our march the next day, and as on the first
were favoured with glorious wealher, On the road we
were inspected by our new Divisional Commander,
Major-General G. J. Cuthbert, C.B., C.M.G., who had a
few days before succeeded Major-General Dawson,  That
evening we reached the villape of La Thieuloye, where
some fine farms and barns afforded us excellent aceomn-
modation. So far we had found our pedestrian qualitics
t]lﬁtﬁ up to the demands made upon them, The march
m good weather through smiling country had in fact
been a refreshing change from the trenches. At La
Thieuloye we immediately began business—Brigade
Training from the smallest unit up to the whale formation
—#nd 2 vast area had been allocated to us for the purpose
Tﬂ!]mg, trecless country, with every variety of crop being
raised on the open-field system. We were hard at it

moming till evening, and so short was the time
#vailable that even Sunday could not be spared lor rest.

We embarked upon every sort of excrcise, we even found
0=t Bow rusty we had hecome in some of ther, particularly
on the square. The whele programme was
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carefully dirccted to one object—io fit us for the great
battle,

VWe were given maps and acroplane photographs of the
ling of German trenches opposite Beaument TTamel at
the point where the Somme battle front tums from a
north-west direction due north, and is cut at the angle by
the River Ancre. On the large training area it was not
difficult to find contours which approsdmated to thosc of
Beaumont Hamel, and here we laboriously dug a system
of medel German trenches, driving them through the crops
with the same lack ol respect which the enemy ne doubt
had shown when he constructed the originals.  We were
even piven the names of the main German trenches,
and these we indicated in the usual manner by setting up
signi boards, When the whoele system of trenches was
ready, we rehearsed attacks until we really felt we should
know our wiy when we reached them ; and we wound
up our programme with a Grand Dress Rehearsal of an
attack on the whole fronl, under the command of Brig.-
General Oldman,

The day alter—August 23rd—we continued our march
southwards, sleeping that might at Buneville, the z4th
at Neuvillette, and the 25th and z6th at Auchie, where we
received o druft of 50 men.  On the 25th we marched into
Beaussart in fine spirits and with not a little exhilaration.

After the comifortable villages far behind the line
thromgh which we had just passed, Beaussart brought us
back to realities with & jerk,  Inits day it must bave been
a well-favoured village, but it had been sadly knocked
abour. Tt offered, however, excellent accommedation
compared with that which we were to experience later in
this area, for the battered houses in most cases retained
their roofs, The weather continued exccllent, and our
memories of the place are pleasant for another reason,
4.e., for the fivst time since we had left Steenbecgus we
were all billeted o near each other that the officers were
able to resume a united Mess, and we had a very enjoyable
reunion at the house allocated to Battalion Headguarters,
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Up to this time the billets of each Company had been =o
scattered that Company Messes had bzcome almost an
established custom. From this {ime onwards, however,
though occasionally it was necessary to revert to the latter
system, wo were never again forced by circumstances
to give up the Battalion Mess for long. During our stay
at Beaussart we were able to carry out training on a
small and cautious scale, Xeeping a careful watch for
enemy aircraft, which was ol course busier than in the
north. Those who were there will remember with very
warm feelings of gratitude the kindness and hospitality
extended to us by the 252nd Tunnelling Company, R.E.,
who, being permanently quartered in the wvillage, wers
able to add much to its amenities, especially for those who
like Monte Carlo. It seems strange to recall, moreover,
that within a few days of our entry into the great battle
we found conditions such that we were abls to starl
football again, and enjoved a hard-fought match between
Companics.

Here, at Beaussart, we learnt that the 30th Division
was to form part of the Reserve (later called the Fifth)
Ammy, commanded by General Sir Hubert de la Poer
Gough, K.C.B., and further that we were to be in the

V' Corps, under the orders of Lieub-General A, I,
Fanshaws, C B,




