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These Notes were writtenm by 2.F.C. Dowvnmen, June 1918,
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No- 3 -Q‘“""-/{ would be the sceme of the resl sctiom. “hese practices
were continwally begun, stopped and sent back snf re-
commenced. Fquipment was sltered ceversl times esnd
genaerally put into a state of mumddle,

18th June the Battalion merched to Pommier snd took

up billeta there, from here working perties went up to

| the front every day. Cocasiomal she of the lage
eapecially after the batteries of 9.2's hed commenced

_r their work, (The evening of the 27th the Battaslion went
into the trenches in support, the attack being timed
for 7430 @4ne on 29the The trenches were dcep in mmd
and lacking duck bosrds; this deficiency wes begun to
be made good on morning of 26th, The evening 28th the
Battelion moved out of the trenches back to Pommier, The
attack wes withheld for 48 hours,thereby losing the value
of the srtillery preperation, enabling the ememy to
organize his defences, and spoiling the epirit of our men.

We hed alresdy had elsborste instructions ss to
what 0 do when we had reached our objectives, snd
instructions a8 to flares, Verey lights, and numerous
other details. So there being nothing further to lesrn (?)
we spent a guiet time till the afternoon of the 30th June.
That evening we moved up to the trenches and sgein hed
parties carrying duck boards. Ly platocn had slresdy
been reduced from a strength of 556 to 20, fifteem men
being taken se bambers, runners, cerriers &c., then
during the board osrrying & lhuil wounded my platoon
:orﬂnt and 4 men of my pletoon, reduecing the strength
0 °

At 1) pame we moved up to the front line going over
the top for some distence. We ewntually resched our
portion of the line (3 bsys for 1 platoon), sbout mid-
nights Prom sbout 12 to 12,30 a.me 18t July the enemy
machine guns were Vv aetive, Jjust paseing over the
parepet of our front line, After this hed died dowm I
sent s small party out, sbout six men who each hed wire
cutters, to oclear the path through our wire; this wes
soon done and I went out myself right through the gap
which wae quite well clesred, I attempted to report
to Company Commendey who wes with Battslion hesl-
qnaau'a, but lost ny way down a badly bdbattered communi-
eantion trench (I had only been down this onee before amd
that wes in daylight snd before the Bosch hed bombarded
it. ALl our communication trenches were in good comdition
a8 week before the attack, but hed been systematicslly
bombarded by the Boach during the last few days)e I
regiined the front line and sst on the firing step until
Gaylight; during this time the trenches were shelled by
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the enemy with smell high explosives., About 3,30 s.m.
hot tea with rum mixed omme slong, I esw this
distridbuted to my plstoom, who esch hsd & oupful, end
then passed on to the u:ﬂ platoon,

_ Soon after this casuaslties ceme along, chiefly from
the Mommouths who had been out digging an advenced line,
8 dead men wes deposited in my middle baye. At O Qele I
went into & dugout and remsined there i of sn houre I
then returned to my station (the next bay) and waited
there. An issue of neat rum ceme round, each msn in

my plstoon had & small cupful,.

After the intense bombardment had started at 6,50 &.me
the enemy replied with shrspmel on my right, but nothing
osme nesy mee At 7.26 s.m, the pletoon on my left :
(Noe 2) wore to go out and I was to follow snd get behind
them (70 ysrds intervel) &% 7,80 aane I rommined to the
left of my platoon and in communication with & men of
Noe 2 platoon, at 7.26 I ocslled to him and asked if No. 2
hod gona, he replied NO; again at 7,27, 7,28, 7,89 smd
7e30 I received the same reply; &s I wes then 2 minutes
overdune I decided not to wait end immeliately gave the
order for o, 3 to go over.

Smoke bombs hed been thrown out about 7.20 @.n.
end 4id nothing but wake & thick :l'og of evil mng
and tasting smoke on our own parspet, meking it diffiocult
to find the wey out end osloulsted to lose oOne's sense
of direction. Wwhen bayond the smoke I looked for

latoon which should hsve been lined up in the prone
position in front of our owm wire, but I could see no
one, either to right, left, or shead. Looking back I
gaw & perty coming out csrrying tremendons burdens,
off e good Wrget smd moving very slowly. This wae
Noe. 4 platoon, supposed to bring up wire, steel polas,
bombe, flares a&c for "A"™ Coy., Without wsiting I
proceeded towarde the GCermen linmes alone, taking a
direction towards the left, sccording to instructions.
I passed the asdvence line, & very shsllow and nerrow
trench and csme to @ very large shell hole, here I coame
up with 2 men of my platoon who had evidently gons on
without waiting for me. They gave me the directiom
further to the left and followed me. I wag not eware
of shells, bullets or other missiles whilst in the open.
Oon resching the Cermesn wire I found it well cut and
smashed up end hed no difficulty in getting through. oOn’
reaching the Germsn front line I found a trench nearly
oight feet deep, very wide smd apperently totally blocked
at one end snd partislly blocked @t the other, It was
quite empty. I Jumped and climbed out the other side,
gtill followed by the two men I met in the open, but
I 4o not remember seeing them after this. Between the
Bosch let end 2nd line I was in the open until noticing
e commmnication trench on my left I Jumped into it and
wag going up when I saw head of me two "chevesux de frises"”
lying st the bottom of the trench affecting & temporary
barricade . when nesring this ebout half s dozen
bullets hit the side of the trench & yard in front of me,
evidently e mechine gun, but fortunstely finished & belt
or jembed 88 I got over the obstacle and proceeded. I
poon saw Second Liout. MeInnes of "D" Coy shead; he called
to me to come on evidently thinking I had brought rein-
forcements. I reached him in the 2nd Cermen line and
found 4t very badly knocked sbout on the right resembling
gand hills, quite irregular; to the left the trench was in
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good oxler, complete with fire step, end dugouts etec,

One or two Boach were figing at us with rifles. our

men (i.0. Molnnes gan of "D” Coy) used our bombs on these
Bosche I fired my revolver in the direction of the Bosch,
also towaxle their third line, which wee still under ouy
barrage. We soom ran out of bombe end se there were
only MeInnes and myself with sabout 12 to 15 men end no
reinforcements same up nor wee there any sign of the
carrying platoon for either "A"™ or "D" oy or the
carrying compsny "B" Coy for the battalion, things were
looking serious for us. We thereupon retired towards our
cantre, 1e80¢ %0 the left along the Bosch 2nd Line.

0f the Stafforde who should hsve been on our right
flank there wes asbsolutely no sign, thers wes also a gap

‘on our left and we were not in touech with "A" cog; Ib
ve been,

attompted to reagh "A" oy, with which I should

but after going some distance without silgn of snyome,
concluded that they hed not reeched the &Znd line, so I

re joined Second lLieut. Melnnes. Sece~Lts Callow of No. 16
Platoon, "D" Coy appeared sbout this time without any men;
ha went off to the left to tomush up with "A* Coy.

MeInnes now got on the fire step in one of the bays
to observe what was going on in the Cermsn &rd line, ocur
barrage having lifted from it. He wes immedistely hit
by & bullet on the stecl helmet., This dezed him, and he
again got up and looked towsrds the lst line. Before I
eould speak to him he was hit again, this time right
through the helmet and inte the brain. He died immedistely.
At this time we should have sttacked the 3rd line, but
being £ officers snd & dozen men it wonld heve been
iupossible. In spite of elaborate instructions which we
had received regerding distress signals, flares, Verey
lights eto., we werse sbsolutely tnrovi&aa exeept for the
very light pistol I esrried., I had asked for ocart 8,
but wes not given sny. Melnnes had sent two runners beck
for reinforcements. I doubt if they got more than a few

rds, Callow now returned and we were ell moving slong

owaxde the left. Howevor he s8aid he would to the left
and I was to teake &ll the men left to the right end try
to connset up with the Stafforde, I had moved bsck one
bay to the right when the Germens bombed us, The first
two bombs expleded nesr me and wounded me in the left arm
and hip. The men soattered immediately end Bosch opened
with rifles from the direction in which we had been fom.
I was hét by a bullet in the left aym, through the bicep,
the bullet then struck & steel shaving mirror which I
gn'iml in my left breset pocket, and so being turned

de a ghallow groove acrose my solar plexus and lsnded
in & box of safety metohe® in ny right breast pockat,
igniting them, Moet of these dotsils I wes not swsre of
until 2 oy 3 days Ixtey after. _

Before I hsd recoveied from the shoock of the bomb
explosions, a2ll the men disappesrad, where they went to.
I don't know, but presume some of them were wounded by the
bombe but were sble to ¢cleay out of the bay evidently
intending to get cover from further bomba, I think these
men left the line and went towsrds the lst cermsn line,
but were either killed or wounfed (end eventuslly teken
as prisoners) by Germsn rifle fire from the direction in
which we had been moving, ie.6. from the Germsn Znd line
on our right flank, However almost lmmedistely after the
bombs the trench £ille€ with Cermens from both sides, and
before I could offer sny resistence ) was pounced om and
ny revolver and very light pistol were taken, the latter
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eveking scme comment. Seversl Gormens then lined the
fire step and threw ¢ few bombe, there wes mo reply end
they hed reteken this portiom of their 2nd line affectually
sxse sostteor our 1little party. Whilet still
on the fleor of the trench I wes threatened with
t sné wos neerly finished ¢ff by ome but fortunately

thie wee averted. 4 Germen then bandaget my srm with
:z;:lclﬂ aruaulng.mnn loft me to mypelf. After same

mtoe s@ all the Cormsne hed dissppesred I mensged to
eroewl cut into s shellow trench gﬂl.ng sbhout 10 yards in
the direction of the let line. Here I remeined Ir
880 Beme t0 L2430 pums Juring which time our shells were
again setive on the &nd line, several pieces coming very
nee? to mee At 12,30 I thought 1% sdvieable to seek
better cover and orswled back end founi the entrsnee to &
Gug=out which I thought was empty. I went down a few
stepes end sst down.s After 10 minutes or 80 2 Gormen NeCe0e
ceme slong enf fook me Cown the dug-out, sbout 40 feet
fleceps Here there wore severel Cermeng in s large dug-out
fittet with beds, tables fo. I wes given some cold coffee
and ny belongings were looked at. ¥y rvevolver ammmnition
alone weg token swey., Shelling of these lines warm wese A
going on ell the time, whilet I wes in this dug-out amd |
& shell burat &t the mouth end threw large gquantities of
earth down, covering the pack snd equipment of a Cerman
whe hsd been nestly sfranging them on the ateps. Ahout _
fe30 patie T was teken to enother 4 %t some distance to |
the right and moat pyobedly in the linee Thio wss a 3
lerge plege with several rooms, bed rooms with ordinszy
iron bedsteads, Purniture fe¢. I wee plsced 2t a small
teble in a pessage near sn officers' nwess. Thie mess
belonged ¢ the 918t Regiment. Here I wes givem hot
eoffan, kriegebrot snd some ssussge rmeat, also cligerettes.
e Hsjor oz Colonel of this vegimint wes sested &t @
large teble with &1l the junior offigers sround; he
commengold rasding 8 long report to them, in the midile
he turned roend end sskeld me my neme; this by the wey was
the only questiom that wes ssked me, I was not searched
or interrogeteds I noticed my very light pietel on the
tables Thia saemed %0 be regerded with suspleion, so
I ssked an corderly who spoke ¥nglish if T could spesk to
the Oolonel. Thie was guite resdily grented, so I
explained thet the very light pistel wae merely a signal :
pistol end not & mew poeket trench mortar. This German {
officer understood snd showe: me his store of signal
cartridgem, paveral thoussnde snd of a variety of colourse;
they were smeller than ours sné looked very much like & |
qrorting cartridge, of not too largs @ boree I a@lsp
notloed some of thalr pistols which had berrels nearly
twica the length of the osirtridges, thus accovnt for
the supariority of their lights owx ours of that date.

About 5,30 peme I wag sent to a dressing statiom in
the trenches, on the way I noticed seversl of our 9.2¢
phells lying in the mud &t the botiom of the trenches;
if 211 of these hed axplodad ths results would have been
very usaful to ue. The dressing ststion wes sbout 50
feat below the surface and woll fitted up with an opera-
ting %t6ble equipmont and inotrumentes of all kinds. There
ware stretchers andi beda in varlous rooms off the peessges,
After welting here somae time whilst several Hosch were
attended %o, I was bound Gp and sent upstairs sgein, Rere
I found a string of lightly wounded Bosch snd looked
round #or the sentry, with rifie, who hal bdbrought me there,
axpaoting to bo eacorted somewhere, However the sautry
hed gone and the wounded bosch mede it plein thst I wen
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to Join their perty. 7This I had to &0 be placed second
in the single « Ve went down ths trenches in this
foghion being folicwed by igh 10-pounders. We had to
wait and go down a dug-out, 1 o2 wounded Boseh, for
neerly en hour, then wa procecied £till with numerous
ghells falling nesr. I understood from the behaviour
of the Germens and their evident "wind"™ thet snother
attaok wos in progress. However, if there wee one it wes
poon over snd aid not get anywhers nesr us. Ve proceeded
and went some miles uim;mg about; we psesed seversl
small perties poming up, ebout 7 or & under en officer;
gome cf them asked me for momey, but I tock no hotice
of these re¢ucsts, Ws aveniua iy game to @ roed and
mt of the trench snd went over the open going back

g some villege bdehind the lines. This ares was
swept spent bullete which whistled through the grass.
Un xeu the high road proba that between Buocguoy
end rPuissesux, our pa consisted of 1f with about
6 boseh wounded; the cthers, sbout smother dosen wounded,
hud evidontly dropped out on ths waye Thiz rosd wag
being shelled with thrapnel our fisld guns. Seversl
transport carta coming slo narroy egcepes but none
were hite. We recched s villsge sbout ¢ puis by my watche.

g G ST e -

Mrom my own chesrvations end from informetiom
cbteined from officers, F.C.0's end men ¢f the 46th snd
B6th Divielione I srrive atl the following:

Curs weo @ suboidiery etteck end kind of extrs Go
the mein etteck further Scuth, but et the eeme time it
wes intended tc be gvccespful and to cepture the strong
pesitions mede sboutxpine the Comueocurt Woud. ]

The ettuck feiled through werious ceuses of which the
foliowing ere the chief:

© the sbourély inslequete sirength of some of the

ettecking units; my own bsttalien went over between 50O
end 600 strunge Ly own pletoen gonsicted of 15.

1aek of knowledge on the peyt of the higher commands
of the aonditions preveiling in the trenches snd of whet
wes 1ikely to take plece in en otteak on trenches from
tronches.

the ebsurd distribution of equipmert: those in lst
weves who gobt into the Germer lines heving to weit for
dth waves whu never gut there,.

cverloeding of ell sttsckers, cupecislly “ocarriers”.
{ Very bel mensgenent regerding ocubiing of Ceymen
perbed wire: this wes sbsolutely upeut on & £ battelion
fromt, letting dowm our right flank end the 56th Divielon's
left flenk, The wize on my own fromnt wes sufficlently cut
owing to the emergies of L6, lilley who had taken patrels
out to Go this work, the artillery not being sufficiently
competent to 4o 4Lt properly.

He if-hocrteinsse h regerd to the nttack by Divisional
gemersl (46th Division)e O 2ly 4 betielions went into
attook at 730 s.ue ‘they were not supported and no
reinforcements were sent. I anderstend thet subsecuent
gttacks by the rest of the division took plece during the
asy, mone of whioh resched the Cerman Liness If these
sroope hed cli shtecked belween V.50 anc 8 o.ie WO ghould
have geined our objectives and held tohan, presuming that
the wire wog out. :
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