CHAPTER III

FIRRANCE
TeEE SoMME
BeEavnont HaMEL

S has been already noied, Beaussart and its
neighbeurhood had given us some warning of
what was ahead. The environs of the Somme battlefield
were very different from the deserted country round the
Tuning Tork, where the scattered units of the Division
were thinly spread over a wvast zrea. Here all was
congested. The relative qumiet of June was far behind s,
Here were camps crowded into every bit of cover, and
even straying out into the open, endless heorse-lines,
newly-made roads, and the troops ol immumerable
battalions we had never seen before.

On the evening of Szptember 2znd we took our places
in the line. Our pesition was in the Beavcourt Sector,
with Battalion Headquarters in Knightsbridge, We
marched oot into the night and in due eourse reached
the entrance to the communication trench through which
the long snake wound itself endlessly along; so up to
Knightsbridgs, and our battle pesitions bevond.

The plan of operations was as follows -

The 117th Brigade was to atiack the German front
line along the line G 17 B, just north of the River Ancre.
COn the tight the attack was to be made by the rz6th
Brigade, and the 118th Brigede was 1o be in rescrve.
We were to advance in conjunction with two other
Diivisiens on the scuth of the Ancre.  The 3gth Division
formed the left flank of a battle front of fiftesn miles.

The 17th Battalion Sherwood Foresters were to attack

on the right, the 1ith Battelion Rife Brigade on the left, |

with the 17th Battalion King's Royal Rifles in support,
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and the 16th Battalion Sherwood Foresters in reserve at
Knightsbridge and Fort Jackson.

This battle onder is mislsading without amplification,
for there was hardly anyone left of us to act as rescrove
to anyhody or anything, because our real role in this
operation was the trying one of conveying storss of all
kinds for the attacking troops, of providing trench control
posts, and of carrying suppliss to forward dumps.
Practicelly the whole Battalicn was split up into parties
ol about tweniy-ive men sach—some to accompany the
first " waves" with bombs and ammunition, some to
go over soon after with R.E. stores to enable the positions
when captured to be conzelidated, some to go later =till
with rations, water, =to,, when the caplured posilions
were established. 1t was disappointing that eur duty
did not require us to go into this, our first big attuck, as
a Baftalion. Our part, valuable and important thangh
it was, gave us no epporlunity of expressing dirsctly that
udity, that esgrit de corps, to the building up of which
our training and expericnees had conlributed so graatly.
Our part wias useful, bat not picturesque.

In this history we are not concerned with the great
battle itself, which can be read of in the offcial © History
of the War,” by General Edmends, and in the dispatches
of the Tield-Marshal Commanding-in-Chicf. We must
confine ourselves here 1o a descriplion of our share in it.
This is Iar from BUSY,

The difficulty of describing a modern baitle has been
already noticed, hut the difficulty of describing our share
In _*Ihiss one iz greater still, because we did not tuke a
iified part in it.  For this reason an account of the
Whole action would not be muech concerned with the
Chatsworth Rifles, Te be intelligible it would have to
Be described from the point of view of the whole Brigade,

i SR i i i in | I
I nee, ashas heen sxplained, we did nothing in it as g unit.
0 these cireums

thiz his.rorj; ta
Enightshyig

staneces it would be outside the scope of
give more than the main fearurcs.
g¢ proved itsell to be worthy of its name —
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a broad, deep trench, with massive parapets, and lined
with large dug-outs with solid roofs strongly supported
by tree trunks as pillars. Trom here the ndividual
partics detached themsclves to go to their varicus
rendezvons—some to the front line, some to the support,
some to varions convenient tedoubis to await thsir
summons, About [iffy remained with Battalion Head-
quarters ai Knighisbridge.

During the night supper, or brealdast, was served out,
and at 5 a.m. the British bombardment began. 1t was
our first experience of concenltrated artillery, and wvery
awe-inspiring it was, while the enemy reply was to ns
even more 50l

Aiter a few minutes the 17th Battalion Sherwood
Foresters advanced, reached their objective and cceupied
the first and second enemy lines.  The initial attack of the
1hth Battalion Riffs Brigade failed as it was met with very
heavy fire from artillery and machine guns, the latter being
particularly destructive from strong points on the Mound.
This Battelion wasre-formed, and made a second attempt
to gain their objective, suppaorted by the 17th Batizlion
King's Royal Rifles.  The German trenches were reached,
but could not be held, as owing to heavy casnaliies by
concentrated frc, there were not enough troops lelt to
establish themsehves. The 17ith Battalion Sheswood
Foresters thus being left with an exposed flank, were
compelled to retive.  Those of our carrying partiss which
accompanied the assanlting Battalions reached the encmy
lines and acqnitted themselves gallantly ; zome of thom
jowrneyed time aftcr time across © No Man's Land.”
conveying bombs and ammunition. Throughout the
whole action a very intensc hostile artillery barmuge was
maintained, and the casuzlties of the Brigade were heavy,
losses in officers being particularly serions.

During this batile our Battalion Aid Post, situated at
the bottom, of a communication trench, passed through
650 casualtics, among whom mnost of the wnits of the
Trvision were teprescnted, and magnificent work was
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done by Sergeant Trueman and our stretcher-bearers
evacuating wounded Irom the front lne.

Our casualtics were —

Killed and dicd of wounds—
Second-Lieut. T, H. Chaopell,
12z Other Ranks,

Wounded—

Lieut. J Brown,
Second-Licut. W, Benner,
Second-Tient. W. J. Hastings.
Secomid-Lieut, O, M. Simpson.
78 Other Ranks.

Miszing
6 Other Ranlks.

We were relieved Jater that evening by  tihe
1st Battalion Cambridgeshire Regiment, which arved
in time 1o relieve us also of 2 heavy gas barrage put over
by the encmy.

We spent the night in hutments in Mailly Wood, and
on the 4th moved back to Beaussatt,

The Commanding Officer recommiended to the notice
of the highcr authonries— '

Lance-Sergeant C. E. Haolywell.

Private J. Annable.

Private A. Astle.

Private B. Armfield.

for gallant service in the fizld, and the first thres were
subsequently awarded (he Military Medal,

If the misfortunes of others are any consolation in
times of disappointment, it may be added that other
units of the Division appear to have met with no lureer
Measure of success than thoss of our Brigade, while the
two divisions which attacked soulh of the Ancre failed to
hold their abjectives also.

S0 ended our first day on the Somme—a beginning which
BAVE No angury of the trivmphant culmination of our last.

After the cngagement at Beaumont Hamel we
stttled down to what became the normal life of a
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Battalion on the Somme in the antumm of 1gr6—the
cccupation of badly battered and recently captured
tremches, punciuated by aggressive or defensive action
on & small or large scale.

Trom the 6th to the 13th September we held the Long
Acre Sector, Beaumont Hamel, on the immediate north
of the front over which we had attacked three days belore.

Here we relisved the 1/ath Battalion (doucester
Regiment. The trenches, which were deeply dug in
challk, bad been hadly damaged in the action, and though
they had been mest expeditiously repaired, they were still
in a very broken condition, and quite ruined M parts.
The left Company Headquarters had been demolished
by a shell the night before we took over.

On the right the front trench was knee-dsep In a very
thick mud, which mads movement extremcly slow and
laborious, and the historian tecalls the sight ol one
Company Commander being pulled and passed from hand
to hand by his men on the fire step as he progressed along
his Iine,

The whols place was infested with rats, and It 1s
related that another Company Commander was found
altzr " stand-down " half aslesp in his dug-out, with a
Ioaded revolver in his hand. On being asked if he
expected a raid, he replisd, " No, only those —— rals”
indicating a vindictiveness which was well justified by the
conditivns.  In fact, & contemporary letter obscrves that
these trenches were, in every way, worse than any we had
hitherto experienced.  Our discomforts were accentuated
by a lack of watcr, there being only encugh to drink, and
none in which to wash.

The Trench topography will be remembersd by such
names as Shaftesbury Avenue, Mary Redan, Piccadilly,
Bond Street, Constitution Hill, Wellingion Trench,
St. James' Street, Long Acre, Tipperaty Avenue, and the
leng communication trenches Withington and Gabion
Avenues,

The tour was singularly uneventful, and only heavy
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intermitient shelling over a wide arca can be recorded.
One evening—the 10th—a considerable movement of
enemy transport was heard along Station Road, opposite
to us.  On oour notification of this, our batleries opencd
fire, and no doabt dispezsed 1, for we listened afterwards
in wvain.  Our cisualties amounted to 11 other mamls
wounded by Lhe lime we were relieved by the I7th
Balialion Sherwood Foresters,

IIRBUTERNE

We moved o a tented camyp in Mailly Wood.

Cm the 16th our Officers, under the capraincy of the
Commanding Officer, plaved our friends, the Officers of the
zzznd Tunnelling Company, R.E. at football, and were
defentzd wlter a hard-fought mateh, 2—o, but as this was
the frst excursion the Officers had made mto this field
of activity, the slender margin of delsat was more
surprising then the actual resnlt,

The enemy heavy artillery somewhat disturbed our
svlvan existence by putting soms largs calibre shells
over. They wounded one of our men on duty 2t Brigade
Headquarters. A

On the 19th we marched to Berlrancourt, whers we
spent the might, and on the zoth took over the trenches
ol the Right Hzbuterne Section from the 1st Battalion
King's Royal Rifles (znd Divisicn).

There was something rather depressing about Hebu-
terne; perhaps it was because wet weather bad set
m; perhaps because the line was situated in the midst
of a very bars, muddy and dreary down country ; perhaps
hzcuu:?e the trenches were in such a shattered condition,
O PeThaps it was because there is always something very
d‘fs‘fﬂllfﬁg'ing and nnsatisfactery to infantty when da:,'
E"’-_L“r day it is the target for artillery, a form of activity
i;;;i::,ilil I"Ihi _i_l]funlry _carn:ot directly retaliate, and from
ey uterne, we :::;Tfe_red a relatively l;?,rge namber
© cazualties. The French had been therc in the past,

41 1 S She Z . - .
2 mames like Jean Bart, Vercngetoris and St. Veorn
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were the permanent evidencss of their residence. In
addition to the French names, John Street, Knox Streed,
TFore Sireet, Wrangle Strect, and Naim Strect will bring
thiz sector vividly to the minds of those who ever
occupied it.

On the left the line fell back considerably, and cur oid
frons line had become a deserted ditch, watchod over by
a sentry group at the end of a sap, where all conversalion
was supposed to be comducted in o whisper.  The ruimed
village of Ilebuterne, which gzve its name to the sector,
was 4 long way 1o our rear.

Our occupation szemed to rouss the curiosity of the
enemy maore than it hiad on any previous occasion, for we
were subjected almost daily to actoplane reconnaissances,
the machines flying very low., Otherwise thiz tour was
remarkable for artillery and trench mortar activily on
both sides, and we were not subjected to the smallest
calibre guns only, for we had a number of 5¢’s besides
42"z and 4'77's, shrapnel and the terrific minenwerfer or
* minnic.” which it will be rememberad had 2 capricions
habit of tuming over and over in ihe air and, after
shaking the ground by its weight alone, exploded with
{he most deafening neises just when one had decided it was
a ' dud.”

On the zyith one of these did much damage In two
fire-bays and buried five men, who were happily exhumed
without serions inpury.  The snemy supplemented
these arms with rifle gremades; while our moest con-
scicusly sucesssful retaliation took the form of dispersing
two working parties with our Lewis guns,  Cne moming
the high explosive was interspersed with gas shells,  We
spent some time in our gas masks and suffersd no
casualties.

The deprassing squalor in which we lived was coloured
by the pieturesque invention of our gunners, who devized
a code [or retaliation disgnized in euphemisms culled from
the fruit trade. Of these the historian recalls that
“ cherries "' indicated a request for something light and

TEsToRERY CHURCH,
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small, " apricots ' meant we required something wilh
more body i it, and “apples’ & regular barrage,
Sentiments of himanity make one shudder to think of
the resudt of a call for * melons ¥ or © pumpkins.”

We wers relievad on October 1st by the 13th Battalion
Essex Hegiment, and marched to billets in Bertrancourt,

Druring the toor our casualties had begn, one Officer
and TT other ranks wounded, Tn the mesntime the
soth Division had passed into the IT Corps, under the
pommand of Lient.-General Sir Claude W, Jacob, K.C.I5

On the 3rd we marched o huts in Martinsart Waood.
These huts were far from comforiable-—the ngs of the
Missen Hut had not dawned : morcover, it had rained
much amd the wood wes & morass of mud,  The permanent
ocoupants of the camp were myriads of rats who resented
our attempt at settlement ameong them.  Rars were a
canstant zource of discomfort in France, ot the nuisance
reached s consummaiion in Martinsart Wood—mno one
short of a Pied Piper could have hoped to deal with the
sitnation. Captain Ilingworth is reported to have Kll=d
three from his bed, and after spending a might in the
special hut allotted to him, a Commuanding Officer sald
that rather than Le there 2 second night he would
sooner stend under a tree.

During September we lost two of our eriginal Officers,
as Captain A, I’. H. Le Prevost bscams Second-in-
Command of the 17th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, and
Lieut. H. R. Stevens was appointed to command the
117th Trench Mortar Battery.

THIEPYAL

One of the finest achicvements of the war was the
capture of Thiepval by the 55th Brigade, 15th TDhivision.
_lt is perhaps permissible to mention that the British Press
I reporting its fall did not seemn Lo realise the magmitade
andd gallantry of the operation, probably bocanse attention
was distracted by the successfnl assault om Combles,
Turther south, by combimed French and British Troops,
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which took place on the same day. The Germans are
reported Lo have regarded Thicpval as impregnable, and
they had a good deal to justify their opinion.  The steadily
rsing ground was crowned by an intricate system of
trenches, Tedoubts and streng points, mcluding the
Wonder Werk and the Leipsic Redoubt, which commanded
an enormons area of approach and field of fire, This
fortified system contained the series of elaborately

The Mirror dug-out alone could hold an entirc Company,
and give them all beds, ton, They were, morecver, so
deep and strongly comstruected as to be invulnerable to
artillery, O Thiepval itself it is no exaggeraiion to say
a [ew slones only remained, and the contrast with the past
was vividly brought home to the historian, for in that
same Mirror dug-out 2 [ellow-officer described to him
what a delightiul village Thiepval had been three years
Dbefore, when he had stayed in a hotel just above where
thev were then sitting.  This stronghold lad becn taken
by the 55th Brigade on October 3rd, and on the 5th the
1r7th Bricade relieved it on the battlefield,  Thesituation
was precarions, as the northern hali of the lust strong
point—Schwaben Redoubt—(n sort of rough parallelo-
gram in shape) was still in the hands of an enemy who
was thirsting to rscapture his famous and comfortable
stronghalid, as 1ts loss expescd his position Lo a devastating
crfilade fire,

Our seven months i Tranes had been spent almost
entirely amid scenss of ruin and destruction, We were
quite hardened to such sights, but we found the Thiepval
Sector was in a class apart. A painting of it might have
served to illustrate the ™ Abomination of Desclation ™
spoken of by the prophet. Thers was net o blade of
grass, not a bush, nol a trace of the originzl landscape,
and two demolished tanks half-overturned formed the
cnly substantial objects in this terrible lamdscape, while the
shell-pocked ground was covered with every conceivable
form of war material—rifles, equipment, Latterzd pnilorms,
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hattersd helmets, ammanitiozn, bombs, boots and machine
guns, all mixed up with the debriz of whal had been
prabably the finest system of trenches cver made.

The battlefizld of two days before was as yet uncleared
of dead, and—if gruesome dstadls con add to realizm—
the half-buried bedies of two Germans constituted the
o duckboard ' at ons angle of the trench.

There was no [ront line, and ench man kad made himself
a small ** funlk-hole,” in which he lay and awaitzd events.
There were & few bombing blocks, with three Lowis gun
positions, and these constituted our defensive armnge-
ments—a somewhat slender backing for Companizs which
were practically isclated, ewing to the contours, and the
fact that no tzlephone Hne remaimsd unent for any length
of time,

We took over ihe Centre Sector, which included
Schwaben Hedoubr, from the 5th Battalion the Buffs.
Our Headguarters were in deep dug-outs in Thiepval
Chatean, and the support Company ocoupicd the sile of
what once had been Leipsic Redoubl, aboul a thousand
yvards behind.

The relief wos carried out by daylight, and we came
in for some heavy shelling.  Progress was slow @ we had
to lie down in the mud till a tomade had spent itself.
We found thar the commumication trenches had been so
far destroved that the Redoubt had to bc approachcd
from Battalion IMeadquarters by a line of tapss pegged
in the opsn, amid shell-holes and mud, for nearly a mile
befors a serviceable communication trench—St. Martin's
Lane—was reached. To realise the position we were in
for the next fow days, it is essential to appreciate that
two factors were comstant throughout, and formed a
Fermanent background to the activities about to be
deseribed.  The Arst was mud . the second was shell five,
It takes very little rain Lo make any battls area a
Quagmire. In this case we had had 2 good deal of rain,
and Thiepval had had a good deal of 7 battle,” as fighting
had been in progress there with only short intervals since
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July 1st. So bad was the track and tenacious the mud,
that it teok four men ssveral hours to carry a streicher
cuse rom the fromt line 1o Battalion Teadquarters, and
one such journey In a day was as much 85 2 man was
physically capable of.

The skelling throughout our tour of doty hers was
heavy, persistent and incessant, and it eor verged on us
from four peints at oneec, so that even that haven of
refnge, Martin's Lane, when reached, was probably more
perilous than the most exposed trenches we had ocoupied
before,

The relief and first day cost us : one killed, one missing,
26 wounded.  On the secomd day Second-Licut. A. R.
Butler was wounnded,

It was alwavs clear that the ™ status guo ¥ could not
last. Ome side or the other must have the whoele of
Schwalen Redoubt.

The enemy trisd first.

On October 5th, preceded by flammenwerfer {2 form of
wartare we had only seen demonstrated peaccfully behind
our lines—and heped then we should never experiencs],
2 heavy barrags on the front and over Thispval itself,
and supported by intense machine-gun and rifle fire, he
mezde a determined attack on our front from Peint 10
to Point 22, held by oorselves and the ryrh Battalion
Sherwood Fuoresters. Our artillery responded prompily
tn cur needs, and the twe Sherwood Foresters Battalions
pat up avery vigorous defence with mpid fire, Lewis guns
and bombs. The enemy were bealen ofl everywhere,
except at Point 27, where they succecded In entering oar
tremehes.  They were given avery warm welcome there,
and were driven out at the point of the bayonet, with
heavy Insses, leaving twenty-five prisoners in our hands,

On the 2th the ensmy fried again

They attacked the 17th Battalion Sherwond Foresters
on oir right, but were beaten back, leaving behind
thirleen prisoners and many killed.

We were warmly complimented on these successes by
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Lieut -General Sir Clande W. Jacob, K.C.B., commanding
the 1T Corps, whe wrote as follows 1—

“The Corps Commander wishes to exprass to the
roth and I7th Battalions Sherwood Foresterzs his
congratulations on their action in dealing with the
German counter-attacks on the evening of the #th and
maorning of the &th October, the resulis of which arc
as cormplimentary to umits concerned as they must be
dizcouraging to the cnemy,”

The Generzl Officer Commanding ITsth Infaniry
Brigade exprzzsed his satisiaction in these terms— ’

I think the work carried out Ly the 16th and 15th
Battalions Sherwood Foresters Regiment wasz very
satisfactory. Al worked coolly and methodics o
units supported cach other, lisison with the artillery
was very complete and all units showed much spirit
and dash.”

Subsequently the following awards were made :(—

M.C. Captain P. H, Coleridge,

Lieut. A, Stevenson.
Rev. A, P. Daniels, C.F.

LDCM.  Lence-Sergeant II. Hallam.

MM Sergeant P, Trueman,

On the gth we tried.

The altack was not conceived on conventional Jines.
It was decided to utilise the clement of surprise—a
f:icltur which can seldom be employed in trench warfare,
owing to the necessity of cutting the enemy’s wire by
artillery before there is anv hope of success. In this
case the wire opposite us had been so knocked about
during the recent battle, and the almost uninterrupled
E}?;Ebidift;:?]‘; :v]lin::[:l had continued since, that i was
Eulari' it ii ._} cubting Was UIMeCessary, Mare l:fu'ti—
= nppn:-m I_Ei ';ermans,_ ]_ﬂge cuarsclves, hud chn given
U ‘Ja::ﬂ} a]i _riepalf:__ng im;,,—- breachesz, (A sirong
befone hz},rl baén“u 1:::111 hc..d -[’]:H_-I',l sert out tiwo nights
e, nable ta confirm this belief owing to

Tkness.)  There was, therefore, to be no artillery
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prepazation. The attack was to be made 2t 4.30 am,,
ander cover of darkness, but just before dawn, so that
the light would be availabls when the initial aszault had
taken place. The use of bombs was strictly lmited ;
each man carrisd but two. We were instrucled 1o rely
chicfly on the bavoner,

The objectives of each Company were as follow —
“ B Company. Captain J. G. Cocke, Point go
*C" Company., Captain A. Hardy . GO-d4o.
1" Company.  Lient, P U, Laws 39
“ A" Company. Captain P. I Coleridge, M.C.

Foint d’zppui.

The assembly in cur front ling was success[ully carried
out in spite of considerable shelling,

At 430 am. "B "7 and * D" Cornpanies (in all
three hundred strong) advanced—sattacking in depth.

Unbappily the factor on which the wholz plan hinged—
surprise—broke down at the earlisst possible moment,®
sitice, in accordance with the invariable custom of both
armies, the Germmans were © standing to * in their trenches
just befars dawn.  Our waves were therefore hardly half
across ** Wo Man's Land ™ before machine gun and rifle
fire was opened on them. A fow yards further on we were
met by a perfzot barrage of bombs. In other words,
we came in for the force of the enemy's very spirited
defence a2t the moment when we were mest cxpezed,
mest vulnerable, and least able to check it, for the
ground we were advancing over was broken with shell-
holes and heavy and slippery with mud. We had,
however, cight minutes’ start of the German artillery,
which did not cpen out until 4.38 am., bul our casualtics
were already serions.

It will be clearcr if we follow the fortuncs of the
individual companies from this stage, for thesc fortunes
varied according to the state of the snemy wire each
respectively encounntered,

* There §s aulbority for saying thatl the surpse fastor was further
repdered nugatory by the premature dstonation of a bomb,

Tex

ANCR VaLlbeEy FROM DAlEPVAL
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« B (Company, very gallantly led Dy Captain
J. G- Cooke, after cffe::tir_-.g a passzage of the wire, Ta:u_.uhﬂ.'l
jtz phjscrive Delwesn polnts go and g, and estallished
themschves there, but in zo doing suffered very beavy
casualties. There was some partienlarly hard fighting
round Point gg before © B "7 Company drove the ensmy
into the dug-outs. Onee this was accomplished they
Iilled many by bembing. ** B Company was assisted
in the operation by a plateon of the 17th Battalion
Sherwood Toresters, whose supporl was invaloable, as
bt for their timely reinforccment, Caplain Cocke could
hardly have maintained his position for even the bricfest
pericd.

“ " Company were held up by impenctrable wire
just in front of their objective—and thus were exposed
to the inll fury of the defenders, who wers standing
in their trench throwing hombs like ericket balls as hand
end f{ast as they could. Our small ration of two bombs
per man was soon exhaustzd, YO Compiny tried
again and again to rsach the German irench, and
sustained very serious losses n vain.

U D Company farcd no better, for, being on the Hank,
they caught the heavy machine gun and rifle fre
directed from just south of Point 33. As the enemy
were cntrenchzd, and they were in the open, they were
unable to counter this effectively, and the state of the
wire preventsd them rushing their objective.

I one's imagination fails to visnalise the actual
‘3‘:'3‘-11}50115, the infono of noise from bursting shells,
maching guns, Lewis euns, rifles, bombs—the mud, the
she:]lq.:.-m ground—the wounded and the dead—it is
e CESY Lo uppreciate the tactical situation—ons
SOIpany, in the German Line, greatly reduced in strength,
fg‘hﬁt?j&.ﬂ?ﬁk imeovered, endeavouring tﬂt‘w,:ml D.'ﬁ

. Tatlacks during hasty atternpts Lo conzolidate their
EE?S‘:;— ‘;Elfllging in fact to the ohjective, so hardly won,
the ?r:irfli; ‘::hi:-u]d artive ; the centrc company nutm_de

No Man's Land,” expozed to the point
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blank fire of the enemw’s garrisom, the right company
also stationary in “ No Man's Land,” trying to counter
a defence which was decimating them, and would have
annihilated them if they advanced before that defence
was broken by artillery or the wire was cut in front of

them.*®

It is eazy to be wise alter the event, but at this distance
of time [he tragic fact may as well be faced.  The assanlt
was doomed to [failure from the outset, as the two
essential conditions precedent fo suecess were not poesent
—the enemy were not surprised and the wire was not
penelrable all alung the front attacksd. Marcover three
hundred men were not enough to caplure a position of
the stremgth and importance of Schwabsn Redoubt—
the last key position dominating the Ancre Valley held
by the enemy.

Eventually, aiter two hours, bombs and armmuniltion
being exhansted, we were farced hack to our own trenches.

All through the night the wounded crawled back into
“_Eul_'r:\,' cfficer who went over becsme @ easualty, and fthose the
ITistarian has heen ablz fo get in toeel with wers wonnded so early
in the scton thal they have been wnatle to give any assistance in
clesring ep the obsoeritios of this engagement.

In A letfor wiitten ta the historian foar days afterwazds, Tient. Laws
gives the following account i— A

“When we got ower, had cccupisd the french and closed the

dug pots (Lhero wore more tha we had antizipated), Mo, G oheving

Llindly the order 1o form = defensive bne in ** No Maa's Lanc,™

streamad over Intn Germany, snd afmer themw Koo 3 skecemed also,

[ saw whas had happencd, and finding ** € Company otly cogaged

bebdnd us, tirned them left aod toll them io rush Lhe treach from

zhe =zight rear with the Dmyonot. Tritz enderstood, and we ware

et withh a hail of bombs—albeil Farmless emomgh.  Then the

trugady ascnrzedl, tha two bewildered platovns rocmembering the

twirried order to rely on their rilles rathes than bombe, lay down and

hagan toshool,  Tnoveie [yelled to then Lo get in with the bayvonest,

Prrhapa I might have dope it had T not Beean an eardy victim.™

It will be geer ther Tieul, Taws nses {he phrase ™ when we got over,”
which ¢onflicts with the diary on whick the Historian has based his
account, The “awe™ either refers to ¥ 5" Campany in 4 sengs
represanbative of the Bartalion as a whole, or it impliss that some at
lenst of ** 137 Company Zollowed through the ™ B Company gap.
Tha Histodan, Lowever, cansiders that the most probable inzerpretation
ig that Limab, Lows, finding thal bis Company coald nok ocoupy the
srenches by ditect assaalt, wert himself to s22 0 he could find sowa
ather wiy round. Sech seticn soems probabie—il would certainly
have besn charzctoristic,
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our lines, bringing tragic tales of their comrades still
lying in shell heles, unable to move, pinned down by the
severity of their wounds or by the vigilance of an cnemy
who, kmowing they were there, was rcady to shoot at a
few yards range on the slightest movement being made.
The encmy endeavoured to make assurance doubly sure
in this respect by closing the gaps in our wire with machine
gun fire all the night through,  In spite of this it must be
recorded that our stretcher hearers, slipping and sliding
in the mud, mtermittently exposed to the © Imelight ' of
the Verrey pistol, effected many gallant rescues from
“Nog Man's Land ™ tll the dawn prevented forther
excursions thers,
Our casualtics were :—
Missing, belicved Feilled—

Captain J. G. Cooke—inlength of zervice with the
Battalion the doyen of our Oficers. He had been
vith us since the first week of our recruitment.

Foilled—

Lieut. C. J. Harl.

Second Ligut. J. . Teahan.

Second Lisut, L. W. Godwin.

Second Lieut. A, Bayzand,

26 (Mher Ranks, inclading C.5.0M, Tilliman,

Missing— T

B4 Other Ranls,

THed of wongs T
Lisut. W. R. A. Lehfcldt.
Wonnded —

Captain A, Iardy,

Lieut. P. U, Laws.

Second Tient, C. Darke,

Second Lieut, A, E. Cooling.

Second Lient. C, W, Laws.

‘Sﬂi;nu L-:;cr.-t. V. ‘t Copestale.
ond Tieut, A, Scragg.

We 1t“f' Other Ranks,
O3t eVery officer who went over.
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It was cstimated that this heavy casualty List had cost
the encmy a vory heavy one also.

Subsequently the ollowing honours were awarded :—

M.C. Capt. H. R. Stevens, Commanding 11gth
Trench Mortar Battery.
Second Tieut. V. J. Copestake.
D.C.M. Prvate J. Betts, and the Montenegrin Silver
Medal for Bravery.
Cypiz  Lanee-Sergeamt A, Gyte.
de  Lancs-Sergeant W. H. Shaw (attached 117th
Guerve  Trench Mortar Battery).

1t should be added that the northemn face of Schwaben
Redoubt was taken on the 14th by two Battalions of the
r1ath Brigade, namely 1/1st Battalion Cambridgeshire
Regiment and 4/51h Battalion Black Watch, assisted by
two Companies of the 17th Battalion King's Royal Rifles.
For this encounter & heavy artillery barrage was employed
to support the infantry, and it is interesting to recall that
in spite of this, the element of surprise greatly assisted our
troops, for the attack was launched at 2 pom., when the
Germans were found asleep in their dug-outs, presumedly
after smittagessen.  The Britizh casualiles suffersd on
{his oceasion amounted to double the numbsr of men
with whichi we had gone over. We had the satisfaction of
assisting, to some extent, in this success, In that two of
our officers and 1oo oiher ranks acted as additicnal
stretcher-bearers during the attack,

Thus the fall of the great fortifi=d system on the msing
ground North-East of Thiepval was complete within a
fortnight of the inilial advance of the 53th Brigade,

To telurn to October gth. At T p.m. we were relisved
by the T7th Baltalion King's Royal Rifles, and staggered,
exhausted, to the reserve line at Wood Post, Authills,
leaving one Company in support at Thiepval, whers a
quiet day was spent. We were caked with mud, were
crawling with lce, had not chaved, washed, or removed
aur hoots for ten days, had had no sleep for two nights,
and very little for days beforc that. On the Toth

=
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we were relieved by 1/1st Battalion Cambridgeshire
Regiment, Thencc we marched to Secnlis, a little town
cpme five miles bshind the battle zons, where the
Divisional Band came and administered a tonic in the
farm of a most enjoyable Concert.

Here we lost ancther of our eriginal officers in Major
W. G. Constabls, who received an appointment as Sccond
ir-Commmand of the 11th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.

Our numbers in men and officers were sorely deplated.
We had lost many famniliar faces, and in the next faw
weeks had to absorl Jargs batches of reinforcements, bat
fortunately there were cnough of the former battalion
1eft Lo infuse onr new members with the old spitit.  In the
coming months we were, Lo a great extent, a new battalion,
but it had rizsen, phesnix-like, from the ashes of the old.

After five days’ rest at Senlis we retumed to the line
and relicved the 1/6th Battalion Cheshire Regiment in
the Tver Ancre Lelt Section.

We spent the next four weeks in and about this sector
during one of the wettest months in the war. Tt was on
the immedizte Ielt of Thiepval, and must have recently
become much more tenable through the capture of
Schwaben Redoubt.  The sreat nidge which was crowned
by that stronghold fell away very gradually towards the
River Ancre on the north, until within a few hundred
!r'al'fjl._% of the river, when it dipped with a mather steep
frar.-zent._ The walley behind the ridge sloped gently

O the river bank from the site of Thiepval itself, A
gl‘l_n-:e at the map will show that after the capture of the
E;J?P"ﬂll Ridge the British line for 2 consideruble distance
e :Ii; Egth fa.,c-:d 5;1111:-::rst due north, and consequently,

hIm.mlg't at right angles to the front we were to held.
E dc}m:_.,-;td?] east of _ihe river the ridge expandzd to
n ur‘“ t;hP(‘!L L‘ﬂ} which was ‘cc-vered_hy _w}L:J,L rnu:st
Octobar LI FE‘-an a thu‘.l;u?uad. T'his was still fairly densz in
o %I i Ehuu_g;l the place of the undergrowth was
C‘J-lﬂhereil 12 debris of lrenches and battles, and was
With the branches and tops of trecs which had
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besn split off by shells,  The wood was composed mostly
of [irs, the trunks and some limbs remaining, but very
fow of the green neadles were loft, and the hill Incked like
a hroom with the beistles mearly worn away. We
approached this by the road leading along the west bank
of the Ancre, leaving Aveluy Wood, still retaining its
auztumn leaves, on the left hand. passing Brigade Head-
quarters, at Passcrole de Magenta, near which we crossed
the river by a narrew bridse to Paisley Dump.

An embankment on the south side of Thiepval Wood
had been honeycombed with dug-onts, which formed the
habitation of the main body of the Battabion—rthe
commzcting trench being named after the neighbouring
Dhumyp, Paisley Avenue,

Two Companies ander one Company Commander held
the front line. This was rsached by one communi-
cation trench which led through the middle of the
wood to the Headquarters of the Front Compeany, o degp
and strongly-built dug-out in its centre, Judging by the
aceuracy with which the range had becn acquired by the
coemy artillery, the position of this lomely casis in the
wood must have been very well known to them, The
historiim s counted as many az Aty shells lalling within
a disagreeably small circuomference of which he was the
mwwilling centre, with his * early moming tea.” The
proportion of direct hits was worthy ol the highest praise,
though the sappers who originally constructed the dug-oot
dezerve event more,  The line itself was held in a singualat
manner. After leaving Company  Headguarters one
passcd up the communication trench through an indes-
cribable jumble of debris and wreckage (which meds os
think wisthdlly of our tidv, wellordered line at
Hichebourg), till one reached @ short funnel which
accommodated o osmall garrison.  Emerging from this a
short trench led cne to the front line, which lay clear of
the wood on its easi side.

The front line ram roughly north and south, and at
jrregular intervals the trench itself phmged underground
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for perhaps thirty or forty yards at a time. In these
tunmels, hewn through the chalk, the Companies lived,
sentries with periscopes being stationed at each end and
a]so in the middle, where a narrow entrance had been cot.
At the end of the serizs of tunnels the land dropped down
to the River Ancre, en [he embankment of which our
left flank rested. The tunnels were very cramping and
ancomfortable—({ome could not stand upright in them)—
and they were so narrow that in effecling a passage of
them ans had to walk between the prostrate bodiss of the
garrison. 1t was crdained that no one shonld wall ebroad
antil darkness fell, so that m these  Black TTeles ™ we
were doomed to remain all the dayiime. We shall none
of 1s sasily forget Kovli West or Mill Post.

Cir first tonr lasted ten days, and was extremely
quict. The War Diary has nothing to record. Tt was
not in fact, possible to have much history while in ihe
tunnels unless either side attacked ; * pin-pricking " the
Germens would have been disastrons,  Tuarthermore, it
would seem that the policy on the Somme was to be as
quiet as possibile Letween each artack. so that preparations
might go quiclly Torward for the next. Therelore, we
lay in the tunnels all day, and visited eachother all night.

From this rat-like existence we were relieved on the
25th by the 1/12t Battalion Cambridgeshire Regiment,
and moved to billets in Pioneer Road,

Our casualties had been—iwo killed, two wounded and
one slightly passad by a whifl from a gasshell.  'We spent
Hll the zoth in Pioneer Road. It was still extremely
wet, and our efforls were directzd to keeping ourselves
dry. warm and clean.

DF the z7th ws relievad the 1qth Battalion Hampshire
Repiment in the Rijver Sector, Thiepval, and became
F&?ta.liﬂru in Brigade support with Tecadguarters at
ﬂ;‘l‘flf“?ul Chitean, This official designation is most
n1151‘3?-dj“-§- it imphies, for instance, that Headquarters
Was m a house, There wers no houses, as has been
stated already, Thiepval was blotted off the face of the




Ta THE SEERWOOD FORLESTERZS

earth, and re trace of it was left, We were, it 1= troe,
in the middle of what had been Thicpval, but it would
have been a brave man who wouwld have asseried that the
Headgquarter's dug-oit wis anywhere nicar where a
chatesu had been.  Put in an affirmalive form, it was an
infinite wildermess of mud, debris and shell-hol=z,  Thers
seomed to be no landmarks., There were oo trenches.
There was no sign of the roads nor indication where the
church or houses had stood. There was ong curious
cxception to this desolation—a pateh of green grass about
20 vards square, where no shells had fallen—a diminutive
Land of Geshen, which served to accentuaie the plague-
stricken area around it. Scattcrcd in this wilderness at
considerable distances apart were four or Lve large
dug-mats, Thev were extremely hard to find, and if one
visited another Company Headguarters it was not easy
to find one’s way back to one's own, Howewver, it was
certainly well worth finding—I{or in each cass it was one
of the famous German dug-outs.  Entrance was effected
by two ot three shafts leading to galleries opening into the
wider tunmels. They were inevitably damp, and in one
or two pumping was necessary to keep them from
becoming walerlogoed. Although some of us had ocenpizd
one or two of these before, some description may be
given here. Each of these vast undergromund labyrinths
accommodaled a whele company and provided & wire
bed for every man.  They were about 2o fest deep,  The
cllicers’ scctions were beautifully fitted with dark wood,
into the panelling of which mirrors had been inserted,
while comfortable chairs were drawn round the fre placs.
They were installed with clectric light and equipped with
a speaking tube up to the senlry on duty. Ths men's
sections were fumished with tables, forms and stoves,
The roofs were supported by such solid timbers that these
dug-outs had withstood one of the heaviest bombardments
of thewar. It was understood that the position had been
held by the same Bavaran Regiment for two years.
They had managed to combine comfort with security,
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though experience showed that immumity from shell fire

was purchased 2t the price of eapturs lile rats in a trap.
Here we had nothing Lo do but keep on the alart lor

gaz, or for an £.0.5. demanding us to reinforce the

hattalion in the [ront.

We spent two days as htxurions moles, and were relisved
an the zoth By the 1/1st Battalion Cambridgeshice
Regiment, whetl we marched once more to ths rat-ridden
quarters in Martinsart W,

We knew by this lime that another big attack, in which
we were to take part, was impending ; we also, perlorce,
knew that the weather continued most unpropitious.
More than once operation orders reached us; the first
edition arrived on Octolber 23rd.  More Lhan onge " X7
dav came, bat ¥ " and ** Z 7 days wers on each occasion
deferred owing to the weather. Tt sesmed that the
principle operating our mpvaments for the next three
weels wits, while giving each Battalicn its sharc of holding
the ling, to sece that no one unit spent very lomg there at
a time, Dutizz—and the chief one that of providing
garrisons for the [ront trenches—had o be carried out,
but so far as wes consistent with this, it was evidently
desired to tire us as little as possible during this period
of waiting for a change of wenther, We wers o keep
as fresh as possible. It was not an cxhilarating iifs. A
battle arca must neeessarily be o harsh place to live in—
but at (his Juncturs the wet weathsr rendered every camp,
dug-out and tent damp and unhealthy.

On Nevember 3rd we relieved the 4/5th Batlalion Black
Watch at Paisley Dump, and spent two quier days in
front of Thicpwval Wood as before,  On the 5th the zith
Battalion Rowal Sussex Regiment relicved us, and we
marched o Senliz, with the rumeur that the next attack
had been indefinitely postponed, owing Lo the weather, and
AL OUr sojourn on the Somme was over.  The officers sat
d‘—“"‘:r'ﬂ to mess that night with that complacent fecling
which the anticipation of a good rest is apt to give anyone
who has accomplished a long and arducus task,
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That particular fomm of complacency was not justifiad
by events. At 3 am, we were roused by a despatch rider
bearing orders [or our immediate return whence we had
come, and at dawn we were once more on our way back
to Paisley Dump, where we relieved the 1xth Battalion
Royezl Sussex Regiment in i position which it had taken
over from us a few hours belore,

On the &th we were out of the line again, rclicved by
the /13t Battalion Hertfordshire Regiment, and went
into Brgads Ressrve at South Bl il the 11th, when
we spent ong more night among the rais of Martinsart
Woodd,

57, Pierre Diviod

About 10 pom. the next night we left Martinsart Wood,
and in due course renchied ** Canssway,” & cutfing in front
of Paisley Dump. IHers a halt of an hour was called,
during which tea and rum warmed our hearts. Then
silently. in singls file, we cresscd the narrow bridge over
the Ancrs, and asconded the stesp, rough slopes of
Spewside, between the south bank of the river and
Thicpwal, to our assemnbly positions for the attack so long
deferred.

“Z" day had ammived.

The general plan of this operation was as follows - —
The 118th Imfantry Brigade was to advance from the
Thispval front, and take the German svstem of irenches
to aur rigat, north-east of Thicpval Wood, lying on the
higher ground forming part of the ridge, which here
sloped gradually towards the north-west until o steep
embwmkmeni gave on to the river itself. The embanis
ment was known 1o contain several large dug-outs, and
information had  been  obtained  that o battalion
headguarters and dressing station, together with a large
cellar of stores, were situated at—or under—the little
village of St. Pierre Divion. some half-mile from the
position in which we assembled.  We had received very
mitntte details of this wvillage, of which the remains of
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cight hopses were s1ill standing, with particulars of the
yunnels, cellars, dumps and prebable strength of the
defence.  The largest tunnel was between two ani thrze
himored yards long and had several entrances.  The
1/6th Batralion Cheshire Rc‘gj.mc:t,cmni.ng over from ot
right, was to capture this villags, and we were to maks a
subsidiary attack from the south, advancing aleng the
embanloment and ultimately aoeupving a line running east

of 5t. Pierre Divion. It will, therefors, e seen that our
subsidiary attack was to be at right angles to [he main
battle, the artillery preparation for which, it was hoped,
yould kesp the cnemy opposite us in their dug-onts. The
4/5th Bartalicn Black Weteh was to cover the left dank
of the 1/6th Battalion Cheshire Regiment, sweep over the
German irenches in front of Kowli West, and jcin us on
the banks of the Ancre. A fank was to co-operale on
our right.

Our Companies aszcmbled without incident, They
were each only ninety strong. " A "B and "D
Comparses, under Captain A, Stevenson, M.C., Licut.
I, H. Ellis, and Captain R. L. Ilingworth, respectively,
were 1o attack, and “ C7 Company, under Lieunt, A, L,
Holland. was kept in reserve.

During the hours of darkness a mist came up. and by
the time dawn brolke this was very thick and, incidentally,
Very wet.

The wire had been previowsly cut by our artillery,
and it mey here be menlioned that this essential to
success had heen most admirably carried ont,

The main atfack by the 118th Brgade started at 5.45
an., after an intemse artillery bombardment, and, in
accordance with 1he time scheduls, we advanced at
6.13 am., under cover af a barrage of our own put aver
by lh_c 85th Baitery, 18th Division. The mist added to
t}j'-ﬁ iil_ﬁi{;uli;-'. which iz felt in any opcoration, of keeping
direction, However, we pushed on threugh it, and the
Coilre and leff Companies successiully occupied the
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Germian trenches without much opposition, for, as it had
been anticipated, {ths ensmy having good dug-outs,
sought them as & rcluge from the artillery and intense
rifie fire. The right—" A" —Company, however, met
with oppaesition from a garrison which was not so well
provided for in this respect—and were held up, their
difficulries being increased by the mist, which prevented
them from locating cxactly Irom where the opposition
came. The Company Commander, Captain Stevenson,
zcnt back information as to hiz position, and by 6.30 aam.
the reserve Company was moving up to his assistance.
This reinforcement—which arrived with such timely and
suspicious promptitude as to give celonr to the momour
prevalent afterwards, that the two officers in charge of
it had anticipaled—" the wish being father to the
thought "—<he necessity for their immediate sopport—
clearcd the sitnation and the two Companies combined in
driving and bombing the Germans into their dug-outs.
Thusz, within abont half an hour of ooy start the Battelion
had captured and was in absolute possession of its
objectives and had large numbers of the enemy safely
¥ bottled up ™ in their dug-outs, to be dealt with at leisure.

There was one disappeinting fzature in the battle up
to this peint. Tanks were new to us, They had been
ised for the first thme the month before, and we were
anxious to see one in action.  The tank which had besn
allocated to assist us, however, was very unfortunate,
It had arrived at (he rendezvous before the scheduled time
—a mistake unlikely to be made by anything but a
pachvdermatous animal in view of the intensity of o
artillery fire—and the sight of thiz strange creature,
leoking in ths mist ke some prehistoric monster, cheered
us or, On coming up with it, however, we found that
owing to the lack of visibility it had lumbered and
blundered alomg and had subsided into a dug-out, where it
bad to be lelt wallowing and impotently snorting.

There was no sign of the 4(5th Battalion Black Watch.
Furthermore it was impossible in the mist to appreciate
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the general sitnation. We could, however, thoraughly
appreciate our own.  We occupied all the German
{renches in o immediate neighbourhood, and the Tr8th
Prigade had not torned un fo take t'nu.*m_ i fromt,
\[orcover, there appeared Lo be but a small chance that
the Black Watch would find us in his game ol * ide and
Seok.tt It was, in fact, clear that much mors remaincd
to be danz, while we who were available and ready wers
doing nothing. In such circumstances it seemed ahmost
an chligation to ascerlain i we conlid not lend a hand,
particularly as a situation which was not anticipated had
arisen, In facl, if Melson could base a disregard of orders
an one blind eye surely we could do something on those
lines when all our Hoo eyes were Dlinded by the mist ?
We therefore edvanced again @ indeed it would have
been difficult to stop us, once the iden was mooted, so
we presscd on through the mist, and in due course reached
the tunnzl dug-suts,  Their inhabitants, who werenot cx-
pecting an atiack, appeared more ameazed then displeased
to find our men ot the entrances, just as they were waking
up to their daily routine. Caplain Hlingworth himseld
tackled the biggest, Revolver in hand and accompanied
only by his orderly, he entered, smd found ne one, They
were In & lomg decp tunnel. There was no sign of life,
They passed on [urther and still found no one.  Cautiously
they advanced till they were a hundrad yards from the
entrance, and found oo sign of anyone yet.  They began
to be afraid the birds had flown, or perhaps that they
themselves were in a trap. Undeterred, however, by
these disagreeable considerations they pressed on with
mereasing caution for another fifty yards, when their
persistence was rewarded by coming upon a dug-out full
Of the enemy, cxiremely surprised to see them, The
ceremnanial of surrender was not protracted.  The onderly
fan to the entrance to warn the Company outside, and
there followed him gighty-one prizoncrs, who were duly

disarmed, and sent down to Baltalion Headquarters
under szenrt,
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In the meantime 3=cond Lient. Holland and a small
party had advanced further forward, and arrived at the
miins of St Pierre Divion, where they found the German
Battelion Ileadguarters. Before the occupants knew
whal was happening the whole headquarters staff was
captured—6o other ranks, including several officers,
the Batialion Commander, the Adjutant and the Medical
Officer. Many of the prisoners scemed relieved at being
taken, as they were so demoeralised by our shell-fire. They
said for the last few weels they had scarcely darsd move
out of their dug-out, and the state of their refuges certainly
Lore this out, as they were in a filthy condition and full
of rubbish and garbage of every description. The smell
was appalling.  But if there was much debrs, there was
plenty of booty as well, e.g., revolvers, flield glasses,
champagne and Rhine wine, besides a fully-cquippsd
Atd Test, with encngh aspirin and other drugs to last a
Battalion lor six months, Breakfast was bsing prepared
in ons room, and a grim relic in the shape of a dead
(rotmnan was strebched on the table of the Medical Officer;
his Iron Cross [ay on his desk,

Tieut. Holland reduced his atienuated ranls to supply
escorts for his captives, and pressed on again, but befors
following him hurther it will be well to record the capture
of yet anolber dug-ont. Sergeant Monks, the Sergeant
Cook, had been with us sinca we were first recrnited, and
theugh an excellent cook he had slways found that the
culingry art gave an inadequate cutlet to his Hibemnian
spitits, Ile had so far managed to relieve his feelings
by advancing to the [ront, and discharging " five rounds
rapid ¥ at the German tremches whenever hie had come
up to the line with heot food for us in cceupatisn. On
this occasion this cutlet was denied te him for obvious
reasons, and bis feelings in comsequencs wore In spate.
So, having gjw s uz oor tea m the Causeway, he dessrted
his dixies 2nd his cockers, and left his assiztants fo take

them back to Paisley Dumnp.  In the darkness he slipped
unnoticed in among the members of the leading Company,
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and at dawn, was aided in his sinister purpose by the mist.
He was not, in fact, recognised by ** autherity " wntil soon
aiter the first " wave ™ had reached the German Line,
when he was observed with rifle and bayonet smerging
from a German dug-oul prodding six prisoners and
lonadly and vehemently refating some imaginary contro-
yersialist on the guestion as to whether he was “any
— —geod at fiftysix” It transpired that Sergeant
Monks had entered this dug-out and found its occupants
in anything but the * Camarade " moond, but that in
spite of his twe score and sixteen vears and bis snowy
locks, his flowery vernacular and ferocious demeanoar
had made them decide on concilistion tather than
commbat.  With these six unbappy men he was like a
colliz with & fleck of sheep—he would not trust themn to
anybody and refused to be paried from them., He tock
them himself to the Corps Cage, and having seen them
safely penned returned to his own department in good
time to sarve us up some tea,

We must retum to Licut. TTolland,

The main body of the 45 Battalion Black Watch
had lost direction, but in the course of Tieut. olland’s
advance beyond Et. Pierre Divion, 2 Oficers and 1o men
of that Battalion loomed out of the clouds of VAPOUL,

and joined his depleted ranks,  Anyone who has -.mnr.lzred

in a mist knows how qurprmr'g are the places at which
une may arrive, and in thiz instance Licut. Holland,
Whose wonderlul dash impelled him  ever Larther,
cventually reached the Hansa Line and joined up—
inconeeivahle as it may seem—with the I/1st B;Lttalum
Hertfordshire Regjmcw- on the extreme right of the
LI8th Brigades front, A glance at the map will indicate
the reasom for this remarkable dencuement,  In flat tening
El;t"t EI jS.Ll;H‘L[_ which had heen cansed by the projeciion
o _l 11 al ]:.L o pur line, the main attack of the 18th
ir:ft e l-ﬂj _1, dace towards the NN W., and as their
e ad missed drlectmn, their r_g1_1 t hd{u advanced
vest than their left.. On the Hansa Line
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Licut. Helland ceused some temporary annoyance by
capturing part of the Hertlordshire Regiment’s objective
before the latter had time to zeach it themsolves.

Licur. Helland was running short of bombs just before
8§ o’clack, and most of his men were occupied as guards
to priscners and dug-outs, so in oresponse o 4 Message
twa Companics of the 17th Battalion Sherwood Foresters
{which had come up to take over our original front line
when the reserve Company went forward) were seni to
reinforce him. These gave very valuzable help, both in
overcoming resistance and in evacuating prisomers.

During this time other smaller dug-outs had been
captured by the rest of the Battalion. znd by 9 am.
a few isclated ones only remained untaken, but from
these the enemy maintained an chstinate defence by
sniping and bombing, They were, however, suoi
rendered inmocuous by White Star bombs (poison gas),
which were used in this action for the first time.

At .15 a.m. the whole situalion was cleared up, and the
entire Gernan trench system was in our hands,  Ballalion
Headquarters moved forward amd vceupied the German
Battalion Headguariers at 5. Picrre Divion, taking
with them the two other Companies of the 1rth Battalion
sherwond Toresters. -

This Battalion assisted us very materially in the only
two dutles Temaining to us—the consclidation of the new
line, and clearng the dug-cuts of prisoners.  The latter
was spon completed, but the former, which we began at
.30 a.m. continued all day.

If was not tmtil after the capture of the various pesitions
that the 1/6 Baitalion Cheshire Regiment, which had
lost direction, smesged from the mizt and joined s,

Our casualties were relatively slight :(—

Filled—
Licut. 5. . Burch.
4 Other Ranks.
Wotinded-
67 Other Ranks, including C.5.M. J. H. Robinsen.

THE ANCRE VALLEY TRoOM TIITERVAL.
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Many Officers, N.C.O.'s and men performed feats of
exceptional ,r_rullmtry during  the day, but it has
only besn possible in this briei account io notice a
few of the more siriking incidents, It may, howsver,
he conveniontly mentioned hers that the following
decorations were subsequently awarded :—

5.0, Licut.-Colonel. C, Herbert-Stepney.
M.C. Captain R. L. Illingwarth,
Lient, T3, W, Stevens {atiached z1dth
Infaniry Brigade),
Second Licuts. . A, Jobmson,
A, L. Holland, V. Bowmer.
D.C.M,.  Sergeants 5, A, Stych, E. Freeman.
MM sergeants C. Monks, W, Whitzhead,
Lance-Sergeant E. Sheldon,
Corporals T Jaymes, A. Bush, AL Mitchell,
AL Ruoshlon,
Lance-Corporal T. W, Barkes,
Privates H. Famath, W. Fowkes,
J. Howilt, W, Root, W, Eakin.

At 7.15 pan. we were relisved and proceeded to Paisley
Avenue after a long, erducus and trinmphant day., 1%
was the lust of our sojourn in the Somme Battle Area,
and we had mung down the curtain with some distinction,
for with 360 men we had captured 13 German officers,
including 2 Battalion Commander, and 720 other ranks,
besides a vast trench svstem and much ]"DCI""

The next day we were relieved by the r5th Battalion
Lancashire I"L'lS.-]lET.':, and marched, via Albert, to a camp
atb W 11]01crr

The Genmans haa the Inst wond,
mlﬂt;; -:fu:up wis & canvas one—aol new while tents-—the

. -]-LL ﬁ'eucﬂ and g bright moeon foated in the heavens,
. lel of which the tents must have been a tempting
% o nemy aireraft rattled overhead, and dropped

300 us. Fortunzlely, no serions damages was

l’-l.ﬂ]'_[.;_,’ and 1 .
12 only casualty was a mule, which was
Wounded. e i et
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Ligut.-Gencrel Sir Claude W. Jacob, commanding the
1L Corps, sent the lollowing message to the soth Division,
and 2z it Tefers to several enterprises in which we had
borne an honourable part, it is reproduced in full :—

Ts Major-GuNERATL G, J. CCTEBERT, CE., CM.G,

Conmnanding 30th Division.

“ Vour Division is now leaving the 1L Corps, and
T wish to thank vou all for the excellent work you have
dene since you came inte Lhe Corps and ook over the
lins at {he Schwaben Redoubt and down to the River
Ancre. You have had a good deal of hard Sghting
which has shown up the good qualitics of your Brigades
and Battalions, anul the spirit and dash of the men has
besn most conspicuous.  We shall always remember the
gallant defznce of the Schwaben Redoubt and ths way
your troops beat off coumter-attack after counter-
attack. The capture of St Plerre Divion and the
Hansa line on the 13th instant was a splendid feat and
a very fitting conclusion to the operations of your
Division before leaving the IL Corps.

“* The tesults of that capture will be [ar reaching,
not only on account of the number of prisoners and
material you ieok, but on account of the assistance
you gave to the V Cerps and the damaging cffect
cn the moral of the cnemy.

“Will ven please tell your Brizade Commanders,
Battalion and Company Commanders and all ranks 1
the Division, that their work all through has been
thoroughly appreciated, and that the departure of the
Division iz much regretted.

* Quecess in war cannot be obtained unless all arms
co-operate and work together in close combination,
The many successes your Division has had is due to
ihe untiring support you have had from the Artillery,
which has never lailed you.  The calls on the Divisional

Artillery bave heen heavy, but their response has always
been prompt and efficient,  Will you kindly convey 1o
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the C.R.AVs of the 18th and 39th Divisional Artilleries

the thanks of the IT Corps for the efficient way all

ranks of the gunners have * played the game.’ '

(Signed) ©C. W. Jacog,
Liewdenani-Gaaral,
Commanding znd Corps.”

Subsequently, the Duoke of Devonshire, by now
Governor-Gremeral of the Dominion of Canada, sent to the
Commanding Officer 2 very warm letier of congratulation
on the Baitzlon’s achievemsnts on the Somme and at
St. Pierre Divion, and our gratification was crowned by
receiving 12e following gracious message, addressed fo the
Commender—in-Chiel, [rom His Majesty the King —
1 hearlily congratulate you upon the grr:::.t suceess
achieved by my gullant troops during the past three
days in the advance on both sides of the Ancre.  This
further capture of the enemy’s first line trenches under
special diflicoltics owing to the recent wet weather
redoummds to the credit of all raniks.” ?
, The wheel of fortune had turmned foll cirels, for our
iormer elusive objective, Beaumont Hamel, fell in the
samme battle,

On our lask day en the Somme, Fate had enabled us to
avenge the misfortunes of the first.
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BELGIUM
YrRES
VOLEERTNCEHOVE ARD FPoPERINGHE

T the time of the Armistice there was hanging on
the wall of the Conference Room at General
Headquarters, Montrenil, 2 charl showing the number of
days each Division spent on the Somme during the
long drawn-out battle of 1916, in which cur part has just
been described.

Tt will be remembered that cach Division in France tock
itz {urn in this offensive, and that seme took more than
one tum. Om ihis chart the ggth Division occupied an
honourable place, for its tum had lasted no less than
eighty days—a period not exceeded by any, and only
equalled by two, other Divisicns.

Tts first engagemesnt, et Beaumont Hamel, had been
unfortunate, but the last, at St. Pierre Divien, was one of
the outstanding incidents of the war, The intervening
weels had been arduous, the war of attribon had
removed many of our veterans as casualtics, and their
number had been further reduced by trench fever, no
doubt induced by the {zct that those ten wecks were

among the wettest expericneed during a very wet war.

Tt will be appreciated therefore that we felt that 1he report
that we were designated for that Will«’-the-wisp of the
fighting unit—Divisional Resi—was more convincing
1han usuzl.

On Noverber 15th we marched to Gezaincourt, and
thence two davs later to Candas, where we entrained for
the North—arriving at Esquelleeg on the moming ol
the 18:h, At the same time we passed into the VIII
Corps (Liewt -General Sir Avlmer Hunter Weston, E.C.B,,
DS.0) and the Second Army; under the command of
General Sir Herbert Plumer, G.C.MG., K.C.B.

Tt Barmacks, ¥PRETS.

Tt IIARRACES, YFPRES.
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The Battalion was billeted in the little Flemish village
of Volkerinekhove and its outlying farms. Thess afforded
verv comlortable accommedation in houses or barns and
in f;pite af the now wintry weather we much enjoved a
rural existence in sutroundings untouched by war,

Those who have never had the fortuns of being on
active service sholild be reminded that-—liks Finztein’s
theory of gravity—rest is net absolute but rclative, and
thiz history must therefore record that we spent the next
fow weeks in refabize rest and quiet, and some of us went
on leave.

The Batialion started training by Companics and
Platoons, and we endsavoured to get Gt by gamss, sports
and a ecertain nomber of rowte marches, The social
amenities of this bucelic lifs were not rmany, but we looked
into the question of mmsical talent, and concerts were
given for the st time sinee our ardval in France.

The cven tenor of cur way was broksn by three seneral
inspections—firstly by the Brigade Commuander, Brog.-
General R, D. T. Oldman, who referred in flattering Lerms
to the capture of St. Pierre Divion; secondly by the
Corps Commander, Lieut.-General Sir Aylmer Hunter
Weston, who certainly lived up to his reputation for
minutencss and clozeness of seruting, which he savoured
on thiz occasion with very cordial congratulations ; and
nally by the Army Commander, General Sir Ilerbert
Plumer, who inspected us one day on the march.  Thae
Iﬂ_.st nemed was particalarly complimentary-—expressing
his appreciation of the fine bearing and smart turn-out
of all ranks and congratulating us on our fine fighting on
the Somme,

On December gth we received orders to take over the
front line, and on the 12th we moved by a light mailway
ffc'{n Bellezeels 14 Poperinghe.  Hers we spent one night,
whn_ch Eive us our first experience of that well-known
5‘3':‘1211 centre of the Salient. Normally a sleepy and not
Yery clean little country town, Poperinghe was at this
e At the zenith of its fame and was always thickly
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populated with ever-shifting masses of khaki-clad inbabi-
tants of all branches of the Service. If reoresented
the acme of comfort and civilization to them., Though
many of the civilians had Icft owing to the pericdical bom-
bardments and the menace of gas attacks, there were yet
enough brave souls left to minister to the more hnamicus
of our wants. There were rostaants, maintained by
familics whose names became household words I the
British Army, in which excellent dinners could be obtaimed
and where the popping corks of the widow's vintages were
not the only detonzlions punctuating our conversation.
There was a club for Officers in a finc old house in the
main street, and unlimited calés, estaminets, and even
modest buffess which purveyed fish and chips to an army
whose members in civilian days had nourished themselves
largely on those delicacies ; while Toc I diffused its
cheery influence over tens of thousands of our troops.
In the back strects redoubtable old ladies could be seen
weaving by hand the thick Poperinghe lace, and found
a ready market for their wares among those who gave 2
{hought to the question of presents for those at home.

GENERAL DESCRIPTIOR 0F SALIENT

Poperinghe in those days descrves this briel meniion,
for it formed a very definite background Lo our lives for
many menths to coms.  On this occasion we tasted its
sweets for one evening only as the next day we left to
take over the line.

We travelled by train and thus mizsed the long, tedious
march which is so familiar to all who served in the Salient.
One necds no teminder of the dreary road which emerged
from Poperinghe by the station, and affer passing a Tew
owt-lying houses tock on the uniformity which carmed it
in an almost straight line to Ypres.

Al will remember that tres-bordered embanlkment {rom
which one could see the surrcunding counfry— the open
fieldz, the occasional estamincts and farms, the lictle
village of Brandhoeelk, the distant woods containing the
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camps with ilphabotical names, the endless hubments,
horse-lines and dumps—aznd so on, mile by mile to
Viamertiinghe, with ils beautiful churen breken and stark
against the skyline and its battercd houses giving
shelier to virions branches of the Jsrvice, and they will
recall the slight bend o the right there, Goldhsh Chiteau,
and the increasing dreariness of the outlock till they
reached the Lunatic Asylum on the outskirts of their
destination,

We need no reminder of this read, nor shall we easily
forget moving along il, struggling by day through the
growded sircam  of military traflic of all soms, or
endeavouring by night to dedge the mile-long snake of
limbers, lorries and mation carts,

Chur train stopped o the open country on the west of
the town, from where guides conducted us through its
outskirts to the support billets of the Centre Sub-section
(Ypres Salient), whose Headguarters were located at the
Chiitean: des Trois Tours. 3

Many who read this will remember the feclings with
which they first set {foot in the city which in fame and
neme has scared far above any of iis neighbours, the
zeene of some of the most brilliant achicvemenis of the
British Army and the grave of a quarter of a millicn of
iis men.

H {f thou would’sl view fair Melrose ariglit,
L vizit it by the pale moonlight,
For the gay beams of lightsome day
Gild but to dout the muins grey.”
(" Lay of the Las{ Minsyal."—S00TT.)
th’]hﬁ ruimced, rc.n:-f-_t:s% honses, the twisted skeletoms of
=€ lormce public buildings, the gaunt remains of the
Cathedral and the crumbling grandeur of the Cloth Hall,
all eombined in the dim light 1o give one a [eeling of awe,
:':‘Jt]mnst s 1f one was walking on holy groond ; and in the
ql?i?:z. ]:]Sjt:::i C-J[f lightsome day ™ the feeiil}g Was TEVET
St i LIu- u.r: one u.f thu.j: maost heauztgpl medinewal
" ope still relained in her devastation a majesty
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which was no doubt mereased by the lknowledge of the
gallantry which had contrived toretain herwithinonrlines,

Thus we first set oot in Ypres and hegan our long
connecHon with the city, durmg which we were to occupy
almost every sector of its defences except the cxtreme
north,  The fact that for more than twelve months the
Saliemt was to be the scene of our activities may justify
some description of its surroundings and oor conditions
there.

The system of defence adopted was roughly the same
all tound the Salient.  In both the Northern and Southern
Seclors, two buttalions of the Brigade held the [ront line.
One battalion was in suppert and one batlalion was in
reserve.  The latter in the Northern Ssetor was lodged
in dug-outs ranged along the Yser Canal Banlk like
cabins on & lincr, with the duck-board wallk outside
taking the place of the deck, and the Canal iteeli chat of
the sea,

Variations of this arrangoment wers cansed by the fact
that the Canal in its course northwards gradually
appreached the encmy's lines, and in one part formed the
support ling, while further north still, beyond our limits,
it took the place of ** No Man's Land,” and its dug-guts
were the abode of our front line treops.  The Yser Canal
serminated af ¥pres,and rescrve battalions of the Brigades
helding the Centre Szotors wers accommaodated in the town
itself, where the Ramparts, the Barracks and the Lunatic
Asylum afforded ready-made sscurity. Furtier south
the Ypres-Comines Canal, Spoil Bank and the Bluf took
on the rale of the Vser and its banks in the north,  When
the whole Brigade was in Divisional Reserve we acoupied
hutments in the weoods and fields off the main Ypres-
Poporinghe Road, or round Baillenl and Reninghelst.
To go from the front ling inte Divisional Ressrve was
an all-night affair. The relicf had far to come and conld
not proceed beyond a certain peint till durkness fedl,
while those relicved hiad the long trek to the rendezvous
behind the town, where they climbed into dingy

o —
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railway carriages, to which an engine silently glided,
hooked on and drew away to safety and the camp.

Our trenches, generally speaking, 21l round the Salient,
were low-lying and were dominated by those of the enemy
who occupied rizing ground Lo the sast of the city. This
made their occupation peenliarly unpleasant, owing to the
atteption of the snipers and the ensmy’s marked
disconragsment of any smoke which might issuc from the
culinary department or the humbler conirivances for
chtaining warmth, The dug-outs were very wet, and in
some cases were little maore than the retreat of sab-
terranean lakes. The trenches themselves were not
“dug,” but consisted of ramparts made of sand bags.
The dug-outs in 1he Canal hank were much Delter, most
of them being made with 7 elephant ' shelters ; while
Y WeTE equipped with some sorl of Turniture —tahbles,
chairs and bed frmes,

The best, and, consequently, the most famous of these
“etate cabins ' was one over which was suspended a
board bearing the sign “ The Pikc and Eel.” This was a
mas&;ive 5+,Iru|:tu1'-: profroading from the bank, supported
‘-D_'f' mposing beans and appointed with Targe glass
-.wrfdnws.. In Irent o small * pleasance,” [enced with
white pailings, sloped to the Canal, wherein the unruly
‘n’l:_'-_[_{ctai.'l_ml wizs emmicllished with the Regimentel crests
vl previcns occupants skilfnlly rendered in mosales of
different colourcd skones,

In the winter the outlock from the dug-outs was
{lfiﬂ'es_smg, The muddy stagnancy of the canal created
anything but an exhilarating effect, relicved though it
"5";“01113"‘31 T-i:‘ Cijt‘.—standiﬂg m].d FI,'JF!!-}J:'.E"_‘J'ITiE'_] L',}_uﬁtnut “The

cond Anny Leave Beat,” a legend which had heen
p_&r_mtcd by some sstirist on the barnacled side of the
wreck of a barge, whose immovability was its most
strikin : ol §
:

;nv.-r.;fr a&:_l_ E?nﬁm]ﬂg n_.lm__rm:l_erimic. Tn ’{1}':‘- SUMITET,

et anal Bank brightoned up considerably and
could come out of our “ cabins " and sit on the
cabins " were put

e

deck.” The uses to which the

i
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representsd such diverse vocations as Brigade Head-
quarters, billets for zappers, miners, gUnners and Infantry,
dressing stations, churches and  cantcens. An ever
changing life thrabbed rovnd us; the banks were alive
with industry,  We could watch our more enierprising I
comrades bathing and fishing in the anything but lrnpid v |
stream, of joining in organised crusades zgainst the ' 4 |
radent world. This idyliic picture would convey a falze '
jmpression. without the other side, and morcover it 1
| wonld hardly be just to the enemy. So we have to .
recall that in June, 1077, soon alter the Battle of Messines,
the sports and pastimes were brought to an abrupt
conclusion by the German artillery.
‘Those wha have been thers, and they can be numbered I
by the ten thousand. will also remember the pontoon i

-
indicate & variety ol scrvice zmd activity—for they - t [ |
I

All things considered, heeerever, thers wers many i -
worse places than the Canal benk.

bridges over which cne ran the gauntlet of enemy shells s g
on active days, 1he little cemetery at Esssx Tarm, now— . it _;4' |

alas l—so large, and the trepidation with which one passed, 3, 34 ;._-!

a point 30 ominously named, Salvation Comer. i%,f.*;- %

1 Yo = -

-5
=|
&
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\We mst niow retin to the night of December zth.

Ve reached the Chitenu des Trois Toursin duc coutse, il
and found ourselves in curiously splendid surroundings.
Tha “eastle,” which stood at the end of a fine avenue Just
tside the battersd village of Brielen, had besn shelled
coversl Himes in rather a half-hearied fashion, ani very
lirtle damage had been done. This telative immonity
was, in the spirit of contemporary orthodoxy, aitributed
to the fuct that the whole demesne belenged to same
mysterions Germman,  From Ifs npper windows a view of
Pilckem Ridge could be obtained. Some of the original
furniture was left ; the tooms were lolly and handsomely

appointed, and large gilt mirrors magnified their sizc. .
Even art was represented, for a full-size statue of Venus
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met one in the Hall, though it shauld be added that the
Goddess of Love had paid the penalty for so msclently
invading the Kingdom of Mars for she had been somewhas
atilate:d by his Tathless hand,  We shared this sybaritic
palace and the favour of the goddess with spme heavy
munners, and we 2ll felt rather as iF we were spending a
E{:w days in a large couniry house party.

On this occasion we only spent ome night there, 25 on
the following evening (Decemnber r3th) we relisved the
r3th Baztalion Kowval Welsh Tusiicrs in the Right Sab-
section, Y pres.

The central and best known featurs of the svstem of
trenches, which we now tock over, was Lancashive Farm,
a o just bebind the suppeort line of onc of the front
companies, between which and it, lay a long narrow
stagmant pond.  Cur righl rested on ihe Pilckem Road.
The whole position was situsted in marsh, and the trenches
were the reverse of what one nnderstands by such, [or
they were areas which had been, so to speak, reclaimed
from the swrounding quagmire by the skill and in-
domitable perseverance of our sappers, who had drained
the trench passages, solidly revetted the sides with wooden
supports and suspended the duck boards oo myriads of
frames. We © lived and moved and had our being,” like
the Venelians, on constructions foundad in water,

The front line had, however, praved too much even fos
the sappers, and more than half of it was a morass inwhich
we floundered up to our knees in any endeavour to reach
the small “island” outposts by which part of it was held.

In mediaeval and ancient times armics in the field
retired into winter quarters, and for a definite period
nothing ageressive took place, by a mutual or implicd
conzent. A winter in the trenches round Ypres miude one
realise there was a gond deal to be said for such an
drrangement, since nothing of impertance occurred or
&ven could ceemr. For the next three months our history
was singulayly yneventful. There was, of course, no
lack of mingr incidents, and the conditions were much
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harder in many wiys than dusing the more active seasan

ol summer,

Celd, wet and damp were added to the rigorous routing
of the {renches, but when all was said and done the
winier was uninteresting,  Though life was ordersd,
regular and disciplined, it was nol offen possible for the
mfantry to do muach.  Artillery and Tremch Mortars could
stir up the mud in every sense of the lerm, but with s,

keeping clean, kesping wann and haviog foot nspeclions
were apt to lake up mere of our time than we cared fo

count. It was not possible to take much pride in one's
trench ling—it was, in fact; very difficult to de mmuch to
improve them without elaborate engineering appliances,
and we sighed ior our active, methodical, tidy life at
Richebourg and Givenchy,

Theze conditions are reflected in the conterporary
letters and memoirs at the disposal of the lListorizn,
while the Diary is wvery relicenf. So, hzving st
the scene, the early acts of the drama can be brielly
summearised,

During our first tours of duty nothing of tactical
imporlance oecurred.  We took our tum in the front
linc, in support and reserve in regular rotation, and
there are bt few incidents to record.  On the zoth,
Brig-General R. D, F. Oldman inspected us in our
**czbinz "' on the Camal Bank, On the evening uof the
z3rd the enemy bombarded our front and supporl Lines
with high explosive, shrapnel and minenwerfer, and we
snffered a number of casunltizz i —Hled, 2 Other Hanks
Wounded, 13 Other Ranks.

In the New Year Honours List, Lieut-Colonel C.
Herbert Stepriey was mentioned i despatches, and Lizut.
J. R. Cholerton was awarded the M.C., while on the same
day, onder the suthority of the Commencder-in-Chies,
the further mention in despatches of Lient. P. U
Laws was gazetled.

Just before Christmas the normal discomlort of trench
life in winter was intensified by two or three days of

“TiE PIRE Ane Een™ ¥isz Cawar, ToREs,
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sharp frost, and then considerably accentuated by a fall of
snow and the subsequent thaw.

VWe spent our fizet Christmas Day in Franes in the line
anid the usual eelelwations had accordingly to bo post-
poned, though our Artillery and Trench Mortar Batteries
gave a display on Christmas Eve for the benefit of those
opposite to s, This drew o wenls retalintion @ our
casualties were :—FKilled, 3 Other Ranks: Wounded, 7
Other Ranlks.

On New Year's Day similat thovgh mutual compliments
were paid,

During Christmas night we relumed to the Chitean.
While here one evening there was a " gas alaon,’”
and the air reverberated with Strombos horns, The
illusionn of the country housc party was somewhat
midely shattered, thenugh the actual situation was bizarre,
and those prezent will remember a1l the Officers seatad
roumil & large table at mess in a handsome salon, blinking
through the gogeles of their gas helmets at some highly
colonred trifle with which their plates were heaped, and
bubbling imprecations down the mouthpieces,

1617

On January gth the Corps Commander, Lient.-General
5ir Aylmer Huontsr Weston, paid our lnes a visit of
inspection,

On the evening of the roth the Chiteau was shelled,
but there were no casualties, and only slight damage wasz
donz to cne of the oullying billets.

On January 14th we were relieved in the front line by

the 14th Batialion Royal Welsh Fuosiliers, and ths

Brigade went into Divisional Reserve. The day was
narked by much hestile Trench Mortar activity, and one
of the main arterizs, Ealing Trench, was blown in, which
tonziderably delayed the rolicf. We marched to “B "
Camp at Brandhock, on the Ypres-Poperinghe road and
arrved in very late

It is impessible to be enthusiastic about Brandhock.
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There was something infinitely dreary and derclict about
it. although the accommodation was not un-:-:r:".wff_ujtuble
and 2 Y.M.C.A. hut added much to any amertlies it
poszssaed,  Tlowever, we did nol allow cur surroundings
to prevent us from enjoying, 2s a PBaltalion, our second
Clhriztmas, which we celebrated on the 16th.

After Church Parade dinmers were served in gaily
deecrated huts, and were succzeded by zing-songs. Ason
the previens occasion at Witley, the Commanding Officer
visited ail Companies and wished cveryone a Ilappy
Christmas. We received a very pleasant remembrance
from the people of Derbyshire and [rom Mrs. Herbert-
Stepney in the form of a box ol zood cheer foor |_;-a.|::]1
member of the Battalion. In the evening 24 Officers
sat down to an cxcellent dinner of all the orthadox
fare which was eatcn 1o the strains of gramophone
TrUSIT. _ |

On the following day Private THardscon of 2 i:“.’
Company won the Welter Weight (Second Army) Boxing
Competition.

j(:!f the r4th we held a concert in the YMLCAL hut,
orovided entively by 7 home talent.'" The oo Was
crammed with troops from every unit in the vicinity, and
a0 welome was this concert that we gave a second ons a
fow evenings later, at which the Brigade Commander was
present. i

We remained at Brandhoek until January 25th, and
wore able to carry oul some training. [t was pxtremely
cold ané rmuch snow had fallen.  The latter cnabled us,
like Napolcon at Brienne, to rehearsc l;ai-:ls _more
realistically and moers enjoyably than usmal by 1utilizing
the snow in 1he place of Mills bombs. :

On the 23rd the Ay Commriander, General Sir H Hrbleft
Plumer, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., came, without notice, to wisit
us in camp, teling us, so to speak, just as he found os,
= seemingly casual inspection during which he 511;:1::&{1 th_c
kindly comsideration with which all ranks under his
command were familiar,
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Op the 23th we rslieved the 17th Batlalion Sherwnod
Foresters in the Wicltje Sector, where we became the
Left Support Battalion, and found ourselves once more
ar (he Canal Bank, The Canal itself was frozen over,
The weather was [ine, but intensely cold, 20 mueh so, in
fact, that we cnjoyed @ new form of cxercise by making
epormonsly long slides, on which all manks disporied
themselves,  On lhe 3olh we relieved the m9th Battalion
Sherwood Foresters in the fromt—the Leit Wicltje Sector.
This we found was o large tambling system of trenches,
the chicf of which, Liverpool Trench, had gond parapets,
two or three hundred wards from the cnemy, who were &
thair normal relative position on o ridges locking aver us,
Company Headcuarters had  excellent  accommodation
and the other dug-onuts were botter than usual.  Balizlion
Headguarters was at Hasler House, 5t Jean. This
letter was & large mansion, whose upper stories had been
converted Into an artillery observation post, [rom which
fire was customarily directed on to the Frezenberg Cross
Toads, and drew retalintion on its place of origin | Here
we had an uneventful time, thongh the quist was enlivened
on the evening ol e 15t February by very active machine
gun fire and a raid on the 14th Battalion Hampshize
Regiment on our right. The tour, however, was a hard
one ior the front lne troops owing to Lhe intense cold,
Oz the 4th the r/1st Batlalion Hertferdshire Regiment
relieved s after a day in which cnemy acroplanes scemed
particularly inquisitive as to our movements,  We tetired
Lo the cellars of buildings on the oulskiris of ¥pres, One
Company however went to Dragoon Farm, Potijze.
Battalinn Headquarters was establishad at the Convent.

After one night in these positions we moved up mto the
Left Sub-section, Railway Weod, which we took over
from the 16tk Baltalion Rifle Brigade, end where, during
2 short spell of two days, all was quict, cxcept the ensmy
spers.  These, certainly, inspired our respect, for, as in
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places we were only 70 yards from ihe German line, we

had to be more than nsually carelul not to show cur-

heads at any time.  Flowever, our own smipers retaliated
with effect and two of the enemy were scen to fall.

The sth saw us back once more in Ypres, having
watched cur Artillery and Trench Mortars engaged in
cutting the enemy wire opposile o us all the &th and
#th, and having maodestly azsisted in this doring the
night by letting our Lewis guns play on 1he gaps made.
The Germans teolk it all with a quiet resignation.

After a brief rest we relicved the 16th Battalion Rifle
Brigace on the gth, and again took over ihe Teft Sub-
section, Ralway Wood, We spent the two fellowing
days enduring a vigorous bombardment by an encmy whao
was not unnatorally incensed by the fact that our
artillery of all calibres bombarded his trenches from the
gih to the xrzth from g am. te 4 pm., while we put on
drill barrages with machine end Lewis guns gach cvening
for zeveral hours,

We lost another of cur original officers on the roth
in the person of Liewt. R. L. Ellis, who was transferred
to the Royal Engimsers, a branch ol the service for which
his training in civil life had qualified him.

Omn the night of the 12th the consummation of all the
wire cotting and bombardment was reached, for the
1/15t Battalion Hertfordshire Regiment mads a most
auccessiul raid on our left, and caplured two priscners.
We were heavily shelled during the operation. The
I6th Battalion Rifle Brigads relicved us the next day.
and we moved into the support hillets at Ypres, but
left behind a small contingent of 31 other ranks and 4
Lewis gun, drawn from “C* and " D " Companics, under
Geeond Liet. W. A. Medealf. These were to assist w2
raid tobe made by ihe 16th Battalion Rifle Brigade from
the front we had vacated.

The Rifle Brigads party consisted of four Olicers anl
120 cther Tanks, and its plaz was to attack the ENCIy &
front line frenchez near the Mound. Second Licut.
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Medealf and hiz men were to Lorm the left flunking party.
It hardly comes within the provines cof thiz history to
describe this raid, butwe must briefly follow the fortuncs of
those of our own contingent, These succcssfully negotiated
i No Man's Land,” located the gap in the wire and entered
the enemy trenches.  Here they encountered no opposi-
Hon and, indzed, met no one.  The enemy appear o have
withdrawn [rom this part of their front line, presumably
advisad by the wire cutling of our intention to raid them.
Second Lieut, Medezlf with his main body therefore
established themsclves in the front trench, keeping touch
writh the lelt Jank of the Hife Brigade ralding pariv, while
Serpeant Jayes and 15 other ranks further reconnoitred
the position to the lelt. Tinding no enemy in the
trenches they hoped to cut off the garrisen of a sap which
they discovered, but after pushing up this they found it
unoccopicd.  Second Lisuzt, Medealf withdrew his party
i due conrse z2lier covering the retirement of the main
Body. The casuzaliies to cor conilngent wers [our other
ranks wounded, in all cascs by shell five ; while our total
casualtizs during the tour amounted to —Kidisd, 4 Other
Ranks ; Woundad, 20 Other Ranks, the latter inclading
C.5.0M. Onion.

We were rolieved on the 13th by the 7th Battalion
Liverpool Regiment, and marched to Brandhoek. The
somewhat dreary march along the Ypres-Poperinghe
Road was disagrecably brightened by shelling, but
happily no casualties resulted. There followed twelve
days’ training in “E* Camp, which afforded excellent
facilities as 2 rifle range enabled each man to fire ten
founds in his box respirator. In addition we all dis-
charged a rifie gremade on the bombing ground with
the same respitatory handicap. These cxerciscs were
supplemented by drills and marches and the whale
Programme was crowned with a revival of foothall. Our
}Eiim showed that nearly a year's active service and the
1_'::15 a8 casualties of many of our best players, had not

uced its form. We defeated the t7th Battalion
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King's Royal Rifles by 12 goals to nil. This Battalion
took its revenge a few days later, as a team of their:
Officers deleated ours, 2—o.

Teotball was not limited to our First Team, for inter-
platocn and inter-company matches were played daily.
We thereby were able 1o streich our Hmbs after the
cramping life of winter in trenches.

On the 24th the 3uth Division passed from the VI into

he X Corps, commanded by Lieut-General Sir T. L.
Morlind, K.C.B., K.CM.G., DSO.

HoooE AND SANCTUARY WooD

On February z6th we entrained at Brandhoek and
roturned to the line—still slowly fetching a compass
rommd the circle of the Ypres entrenchmenis—to a sectoar
known as the Left Zillebeke Sub-section {Hooge), where
we took over from the 11th Batialion Northumberland
Fusiliers. Our left rested on the Menin Road, whers
a deep dug-out formed the Headguarters of the left
{our “ D "), Company. The defence of this section was
sustained by a singular, and, it is helieved, unigue,
gontrivance. An island outpost had been pushed out
{ar inte “ Mo Man's Land,” and it was plannsd that,
should the enemy raid or attack this miniature redoubt,
its garrison would give way. On the enemy occupying
the position thus leff undefended, the Company Com-
mander was to consign ifs imvaders to the skhes, by
exploding a mins beneath it. For this purpose he was
entrusted with the key of a small fixture in hiz dug-out
which contained a lever for the modem Guy Fawkes
to operate.

The period of our defence of this sector was without
any event of importance. The enemy was very quiet
indeed. Those of the Battalion who were there will
remember their acquaintance with the Great China Wall,
wnder cover of which we moved to and from the line,

the hurried migrations to and from the front over Fell
Fire Carner (both of which, Irom their similarity to
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Litle settlement, called Halfsway TTouse, which conslituted
Battalion Headquarters, and the extremely exposed
communication trench leading forward from there, of
which the German smipers sometimes—ihough not
often—availed themselves.

They will also remember the more than usual discomfort
and insecurity in which we muintained a precarious
exictence in the front line, on to which the enemny conld
look from his elevated positions with the facility one carn
see acton on the stage from the dress civcls of a theatre.

'On March 3rd the 16th Battalion Riflz Brigade relieved
us, and we became the Battalion in Disisional Reserve,
with zccommedation in the Bamacks at Ypres. We
must all hold this vast building in grateful remsmbrance.
We need no reminder of the German shefls beating
impotently against itz maszsive walls—of the parades and
mspections we hald in its Colonnade and the comparative
comfort and securily in which we slept in this battered
city _u the very quarters which had besn built for, and
cceuped by, our Belgian Allies.

It was in this situation that we celebrated on March 6th
}hr; first anniversary of our arrival in France, by a Dinner
n the Barracks, at which were present twelve of the
ﬂl’ﬁc_:-rh'. who had come out with us to France.
m"»::lsg;nt & :‘c_llf}-"léflju}’elh{e evmai.ng, ail it is inferesting
o ?Ech: htn-_ names and lemporary ot permanent
situations of these who attended it :—

Lieut.-Colonel €. Herbert-Ste pney, 1.5.0., Commanding

the 115th Infantry Brigade.

Mft;}':'f N. I-Iogghtgn} Commanding the 17th Battalion

E ;IT:;C]E} 1:;:7rre.%'cl-:rs, owing to tk‘m abscoce of Lieut.-

Cﬂp‘*_u‘jin 5 F -'LL:IM:II_‘.*.'al‘d, 1.*;(.1111‘1.':'1&:- LAk ‘

e : lllcg, ch1nma_n1ﬂ_lng_tﬂe Battalion.

e - L Tmscott, Second-in-Command of the

_ Bartalion,

Cantai ]

El(};a._n | = i Ilingworth, M.C., Commanding “ D
MRy,




I00 THE SHLERWODD FORESTLEHE

Captain 1. H. Cohen, Acting Stall Capiain, 1T7h

Infantry Brigade.

Captain P. T Coleridge, M.C,, Commanding "B "
Company.

Captain II. R. Stevens, M.C., Commanding 1157th
Trench Mortar Battery.

Lieut. P. U. Laws, Intellizence Officer, 117th Infantry
Brigade,

Licut. I, W. Stevens, M.C., Attached to the General
Stalf, sgth Division.

Second Lisut, A. D). Parkin.

Rev. A, P. Dandels, M.C., Chaplain.

The day before this anniversery Prig.-General B, DL F.
Oldman, 10.5.0., telinquished his command of the TI7th
Infantry Brigade and proceeded to England to train a
Reserve Infantry Brigade.

Brig.-General Oldman was well-known to all ranks, for
his keenness and interest took him frequently round our
lines in front and our billets behind., Hehad commanded
15 thronghout our service in France and during a period
of distinguished suecess.  Tle lefr us with the Dest wishes
of the whole of the Battalion, though his sudden cxit
when we were in very cramped conditions prevented
anything in the nature of an official farewell. Tis
departure zeems to close a chapter in our history.

Licut -Colenel C. Herbert-Stepney, D.5.0., our Com=
manding Officer, as has been shown, assumed eommand
of the Brigade until the arrival of his snccessor,
Brig.-Generzl G, A. Aonytags, D.5.0., who jeined us o
the gth,

We were relieved by the 4/sth Batalion Black Watch
on March Toth, and spent till the 15th at Toronto Camp,
near Ouderdom, 11 Corps Reserve.

There was a marked differsnce hetween the North and
Gouth sides of the Ypres-Poperinghe Road, On ihe
Naorth, generally speaking, the woads and fields ratained
something of their arginal character. Omn the Scuth side,
however, where we now found pursclves, the landscape

i
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which can mever havs heen remarkable for its natural
beauty, had been robbed of any there had been.

Toronto Camp was one of many situated in a wildemess
of cantonments, dumps, debris and mud, and although
not particalarly wncomfortable was certainly chearless.

Here we spent five days, not withont incident, for on
the z1ih our new Corps Commander, Licuot.-General
Sir T: L. Morland, paid us a visit and inspected us in our
camp. Lhe Battelion Team pliyed the 15th Baltalion
Sherwood Foresters at Ipothall, and defeated them, b—a,
and an enjoyable period of rest was rounded off by &
successtul concert in the ¥.M.C.A. hut. The day before
we left the Army Commander, General Sic Tlerbert
Plumer, paid us anolher—his third—visit. e nspected
us for he frst time on parade, and exptfﬁﬁéd his
pleasure at the tumm-ont and soldierly appearance of all
Tanlks. I

On the 15th we moved [rom Brandhock by frain to
“E’prf:rﬁ, and relieved the 1/1st Battalion Hertfordshire
Regiment in our former position in the Left Zillebeke
Sub-section (Hooge), where we gpent a very guiet Lour of
duty indeed, most assiduously rewiring our front and
c§tablis?;ir1g an entirely new belt.  The nneventiulness of
the month was reflected in our casualfies, which numbered
only two other ranks wounded.  The 215t of March found
s Dncs: more as Battalion in Thvisional Rescrve at the
Ei—;riifﬁti ;1.];'1%5 :D.‘.CE r'eliu?l b}'.ﬁlll.l' former opposite
. qui-:lt::l 1]':{.}: 111- fattal;__:;:f Rlif'l? 1Bll{._!3.l::l-2;|, ‘frhere. W spent
e R
Vnie: n‘l—tB‘- ery much cou Id be du:}ﬂ_w];en in reservein
5 CDI;fnwn cL Etlta,h?n in such a pnsil_llou must be ready
s hL"_'L'IE"L c:;ll thc claborate IT‘chcncc Lbl:hﬁme, a copy of
e G_BElHElE‘kS.—HITdEEd, it was even immune

o that Béfe mofve of the infantry, the working party
smce the men could not gofar af Il hey '-"-”I e
B g : go .1- afiele cas t Tj, might have
b in:mt., Trai:-l : '-TTIF mement to reinforce the ba.tl:_a]juns
Coliiias “._F%lﬂ.f;,; ex_teEt 51:1-:11 as muli_'l e 'EIID}IC in the

= was not within the range of possibility, and
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“* walking out "' in Ypres was not & popular pastime and
apt to be discouraged by the Germans. So that
though battalions — like nations — which have no
history may proverbially be suppesed to be happy,
such a state of felicity is apt to be dull; anyway,
until relief by the 4/5th Battalion Black Watch
on the 27th, we had “no history,” and so none
can hs given.

We moved from Ypres to Winnipeg Camp, another of
{he mumerous cantonments behind Ypres, which had
nothing particular to recommend it, set as il was in a
surrounding landscaps of debris and dumps. Here our
football team met its Waterloe, losing by two goals to one
a match against the zsth Howitzer Battery. Otherwise
the five days were spent in domestic training in TninoT
military exercises. On April 3rd we relieved the /15t
Battalion Cambridgeshire Regiment in the Barracks at
Ypres and after thres days there, again *f without history,”
tack over the Toor Top—Sanciuary Wood Sector—from
the r1th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment, and found
gurselves in the front line for the only tour of doty we
were to do ihere during the month. Here we had to
garrison an unusually long front, which was reached
by a trench called Regent Street. This main artery
of communication affonded wery precarious pretsction,
as it procesded from the high gromnd behind, and
was downhill all the way. We felt the enemy could
count us, so exposed did it appear. The front line,
200 yards from the enemy, consisted of breastworks
ihrown up in the middls of the woed, the trees of whichi,
in wvarious stages of decapitation, stood around and in
front of us, silent and deceptive sentincls, which in the
dark locked dizsagreeably like waves of oncoming raiders
in fact, at night their presence was so mislsading to our
sentries that we had to rely for securily on covering
patrols. The whole trench system was @ spongy mass of
mud and water.

This tour lasted fromn the 6th Lo the 11th, and was vely
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guiet until the gth (Easter Monday), when the Sector
on our immediate right was bombarded all day. At
6.30 pam. the enterprise to which this was the preface was
made clear 1o us for the ensmy made a daylight raid on
the trenches of the 11th Battalion of the Regiment. Our
line was unaffected except near Maple Copse, where the
approaches to the front line were sholled,  Chur casualties
during  the tour were:—Rilled, 2z Other Ranks,
Wounded, 7 Other Ranks,

On the night of the 17th the 14th Battalion ampshire
Regiment took over from wus, and in duc course we
assembled at the Asylum Station, Ypres, where we
entrained for Brandhosk, arriving thers at 6 am. oo
the rzth.




G ER B

TRAINING
MERCHEGUEM AKND BRANDHOER

S has heen observed, the departure of General Oldman
seemned in itself to close a chapter in our history—but
his departure took place at a time when, in any casc, the
historian would have felt that other reasons impelled bim
{o start o new scction, since a period of fresh proparation
was abont to begin, Owing to circumstances which da
not concern us here, but which are now made elear in
Wistories and memoirs of the War, our own entry into the
batiles of the vear 1917 was deferred until the end of
July. There was, however, in April every rsisoll to
helieve it would be much sooncr, bul as evenis turned,
out, the historian now finds himself embarking on a
description of thres and a half months’ training.

A new chapter, therefore, in our history undoubtedhy
opens.

The long winter in the trenches was over, the summmce
was befuore us, our strength had heen made np with large
drafls of reinforcements, and a new General commanded
us—a combination of circumstances which afforded us a
great opportonity for reorganisation and a fresh start.

On the 14th April we marched to Poperinghe, whence
we moved by train to Esguelbeeq. From there we
marched to billsts in Merckeghem, where we began
training under our new Brigade-Commander, whose Hearl-
quarters were at Bollezeele. Merckeghem was one of several
villages in the vicinity of the lalter town m which ihe
varions units of the Brigade were accommodated. We
were Tiear our former haunts at Volkerinckhove, bul now
the eountry round presented a very different aspect, for
it was brightened hy the advent of spring, and the

3
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prospect of green hillz and woods made a refreshing change
ol scene.

On the 16th the goth Division was transferred back
to the VIII Corps (lisut.-General Zir Avlmer Hunter
Weston, K.C.I., D.EO), ’

We started our training. so to speak, at the beginning,
and grear emphasis was lzid cn the platoon as the basic
unit. ‘The PBrigade Commander ollered a bannsr for
general all-reume efficienicy, to he competed for in an
Inter-Flatoon Compelition, open to the whole Brigade,
We spent our days building up or remalking the Batralion
on this baziz, and though they were strenons days, they
were very welcome after a winter in the mud round
Ypres.

On the zzst & practice atlack was carmed out on
a carcfully chosen position, and Mzjor-General G, J.
Cuthbert, C13., CM.G., .0.C 30th Division, was present
during the operation. This exsrcize, in fact, scarcely
amconnted to a rehearsal, for on the 25th we again g:w:e
a similer demonstration nndsr the eyve of the Army
Commander, General Sir Herbert FI"L[ITI'{;i‘, (]_C.H.Gv..
K.CB., ADC. The actual performance, as has been
alrcady indicated, was so long deferred, and there were to
}I;ue_ so many further rehearsals, that one can hardly crall
this practice a dress rehearsal, even though it tu:-okvpla-:-:
under the supervision of se high a Commander.

In the meantime we all fired a course on the minizture
range, and the while suffered the rangs, if not the resalts,
ol suflocation in vur gas masks ; moreover, the specialists
Were being either instructed or polished up, and our
:11&';“'1:;15:5 ;r'::'r;'_:_mi:rj ceted foa test under the supervision of
- w;:;;l ;l;j%n;lhng E_':Iﬁcr?:. ‘_—‘Ls‘a result ﬂ.f 11.115 lazt,

were cd that our Section contained three
quuhﬁfld instrictors, and nine first-class and three sccond-
class signallers,
w_i‘;ﬂﬁt ]Si?:tiié:n Commmanders had meanwhile been busy
G x;f-rrfal}ih,- El‘.l:ﬂ a,dBa,_ttE.lmn Inter-Platonn
THETLL g held [or the selection of two to compete
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in the PBrigade Competilion. This latter was held, with
the Brgade Commander acting as judge, on the 26th,
when o our great satisfaction, No. & Platoon, commanded
by Second Lieut. W. E. Wright, “ B Company (Captain
P. H. Caoleridgs, M.C.), came out first. Some days aiter-
wards Drig.-General Armytage prssented the banner to
Second-Lient. W. E. Wright, and this pennon was carried
at the head of No. 6 Platoon when on the march—an
oriflamme pointing out to all and sundry that the
contingenl immediately following it was the best platoon
in the 115th Infantry Brigade.

This pericd of hard training was relieved by a varied
PTOETaTImE,

On Sunday a Brigade Church Parade was held with the
3gth Divisional Band m attendance. The Band also
gave us 4 delightful concert the same svening from
5 pam. tof.30 pan. Onthe z3rd we were inspected by the
Surgeon-General of the Second Army, and a Brigade
Concert was held on the 215t which we much appreciated.

On the 18th we lost our Padre, the Rev. A. F.
Daniels, M.C., who had received an appointment in the
Mesopotamian Forces, He was held in affectionate
respect by &ll ranks, whe bad come to regard his cheerful
presence, his unconventionzl sermons, so direct and to
the point, his gallantry in the hour of danger, his
solicitude to those in suflering or distress, as o permanent
part of the scheme of things, and his depariure was a
matter of very sincerc regret.

This first instzlment of training came to an end on the
27th, as we were needed to assist in other preparations for
the “ battle season.” We marched that day to Esquel-
becq and took irain to Poperinghe, from where we
marched te “ L™ Camp on the Watou Eoad three miles
north-west of the town. The same day 7 B " Company
was detached from us and maved fo Proven, where 1t was
employed in constructing works for the water supply.

The next day we moved to " C7 Camp, a sylvan
retreat near Brandhoek, and commenced work on the
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railways in the vienity, where we were employed from
2 am, to5am. and 5§ pon. to g pom. daily, in conjunction
with the z7th Baitulion Northumberland Fusiliers,

There is no disguising the fact that the one Lhing the
Infantry soldier really does not like is that form of activity
which is comprehended by the phrase * working party.”
Though * work ™ {in ths sngineering senss) must always
be part of ihe infaniry’s duty, it is perhaps inevitable
that it shoudd be distastcful in that the call invariably
comes just when the aliemnative is recreation or rest.
One does nol expeclt mozch fun when in the Front Line,
bul when ons 13 behind, it needs muck philosophy to
reganil tuming cut, offen in the dark, to dig, with any
degree of complacency.

Generally " working partiez " were incidental to lide,
not infrequently in addition to a more or less normal
day's activity. Now, however, we rzally settled down
to them as o whole-time job, and they were thereloze
not unpleasant.  Preparations for the concentration of
enormous numbers of troops in the Szlient were alveady
going forward, end in making these we took an important
share for the next few days, for no less than 3o0 of us were
thus engaged at a time,

Thus we zpent the 2gth—the second anniversary of our
birthday

On May st we shiftal our quarters to “ 0" Camp in
order to be nearer the point of construction, Here* B ™
Cormpany rejoined uwz, and Divisional Hewdoguarters
became our nsighbours.

The IMonours conferred on No. 6 Platoon werc not
confined to the Banner, for on May 2nd this unit was
sl as the maodel or demonstration Platoon to a newly-
.f::urm-g:_] Brigade DPlatoon School and Captain P 1T
Ln_aI-:-ridge became its Commendant, or Chief Instructor,
with Second Licut. W, E. Wright as Assistant Instructer.
Before No. 6 laft us it had to take up the Football
Ch'a!!'ﬁnﬁe of No. 2 Plateon, and was defeated —onz goal
1o mil.  The same evening we attended another Brigade
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Coneert, which was palrenized by both the DHyvisional
and Brigade Commanders.

Inter-platoon Football matches were continued when-
ever opportunity offersd, with the following resulls i —

No. IT against No. 16: 2—3.
N2 e NootGr 1=,

Om May 5th we extended an official welcome to our new
Brigade Commander, Brig.-Gencral G. A Armytage,
who dined with us, and on the 6th the redoubtable No. 2
Flatcon played the r7th Machine Gun Company, but
drew with them,2—a, though a retum match two days
later brought it victory, 2—1I.

On the 11th Lisut.-Colonel Parsons, O.C. ggth Divisional
Train, inspecied our Transport, then wnder Licut, T, L.
Darbyshire. Licut. F. P. Ilolme: teok over respon-
sibility for this section a few days later, when Licut.
Trarbyshire was sent to Hospital with trench fever.

On the same day we held Battalion Sports, and thus de-
gided wha were to represent usin the forthcoming Brigade
Sports. In these latter, which took place at ™ C 7 Camp,
EBrandhosk, on the 13th, Prvate Lowe, of * 07 Company,
wor the Too vards, and Armourer-Sergeant Pollard wen the
mile. The day closed by our entertaining Colonel Brazier
Creagl, the ADMS., at dinner, and another Brigade
Concert rounded off our social amenities.

e Tor anp WIELTIE

Thiz vared and plexszant fortnight came to an end on
the 15th, when we marched from O Camp to the
Vzer Canal Banlk, and found curselves in old gquarters 45
Left Reserve to the Hill Top Sector.  We were compelled
to leave T6 men in guarantine at ' O Camp, owing
to one man having contracted measles.

Our first day on the Canal Bank gave us a warning that
this familiar baunt was not az placid az it leokad, for one
of “C° Company's dug-outs was blown in by a direct hit.
Happily there were no casnalties.

Three hundred men were engaged on work in the Hill
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Top Sector that night, and eur marvellons digging powers,
acqumired i the coal mines of Notringhamshire and
Derbyshire, were cmployed on one of the most important
duties of the kind which ever fell to pur lot. We con-
crrncted ome of three great Trenches which formed part
of 2 new Divisional Schieme for defence and stfack, This
was oamed 7 Bellingham Trench,” and was dug in advance
of Forward Cottags Gap o the north of Hill Top Farm,
The Work was caried out under ihe commeand of
Lieat-Colomel €. Herbert-Stepney by the zzsth Field
Company R.I., the 13th Batialion Gloncester Regiment
(Idvisionzl Pioneers) and cursslves.  We began work at
11 pom. and continued unlil £ am., when the excavation
was ncarly complete. Before we started the enemy
put over a very heavy bamrage, causing several cazualtics
and wounding Lisut, Holley, R.E., and his Sergeant, who
were to have tapsd out the line of the mew Trench,
Three plitonns completed the work ths next evening.
On May z3rd we relievad the z7ih Battalion Sherwaood
Foresters in the Hill Top Scctor—a front which was
Lield, as at Testubert, by a series of islandd posts pusbed out
into *“ No Man's Land.” Batialion Headquarters were
at Ta Belle Allinnce,  The trenches here were honoured
with names familiar to us—Homby, Gillson, Bellingham
and Armytage: while ¢ld trenches will be recalled by
such designations as Finch Street, Coney Street, Bufls
Road, Canopus Trench and the graceful Bilge, with
Forward Cottage and Admirals Read in fromt. The
sector had certain merits which made it almoest unigue in
the Salient—a good line, very fzir dug-outs, deep trenches,
regular frebays—and, sbove all, it lay on high ground.
The tour was quiet until the 2fch, when the 1eft front
Company, " B,” was heavily shelled with minenwerfer.
A gap of about 20 feet was made in ane of the posts, and
f—ﬁ Lewiz gun team of Corperal Crich was put out of
aclion.  The [ollowing day it was the turn of the island
“i’nll_-‘-'-'t‘-t%tl of Turco Farm, and minenwerfer were hurled
at this point for no less than four hours, doing & great




ITO TLHE SIERWOOT FORESTERS

deal of damage, obliterating one of cur posts and puiting
a furlher Lewis gun team out of acbion

At 3.30 am. on the 28th, having breached our parapet
and wire with a minenwerfer bombardment, a party of
the enemy, 50 strong, raided the front line neorth of
Turco Farm and entered No, 11 post in spite of heavy and
persistent fire from our Lewis guns, one team of which
continued to dircet their jel of lead with the cnemy
actually on top of them. Two of our men were taken
prisoners, one of whom, Privats Charlesworth, resourceful
and intrepid, hit his captor on the head witlh 2 bomb
when in “ No Man's Land * and escaped back to our lines.
It is uncertain how many casualties the encmy suffered,
though it is known that two were left in * No Man's
Land " and ons, who had lost his way, was captured by
us. The enemy shelled Tureo Farm beavily on the two
subsequent days with high explosive. Oz the lust day of
the tour A" Company Headquarters wias demolished
by a shcll and Major H. A. Leggett and Caplain A.
Stevenson, MLC., were wounded. Our casualties, all ranks,
ware -fafled, 2 0 Wounded, q4; Missing; 1.

On the zoth the z8th Divisional Machine Company
fired 15 guns from 6.0 to 6,15 pan. oa the German back
arsas. Ths enemy relaliatcd with 5o shells on Tureo
and Hill Top Farms, but during this toor aggression was
not confined to artillery amil machine guns, lor it shauold
be added that this Sectar allorded an opporiunity Tor our
Smipers to add to their lzorels,

We received, while at Hill Top, the gratifying intelli-
gence that the following had besn mentioned in the
Commander-in-Chisf's recent despatch—TLicut -Colonel C.
Herbert-Stepney, D50, Major N, Houghton, H.5M.
Pepper, C.5M. Turney, and Prvate Crossland (the
last attached to the z17th Trench Moriar Battery).

We were relieved on the last day of May by the
rrth Battalion Royal Susscx Regiment, and proceeded
to “0O" Camp at Brandhoek, after an cxceedingly
exhausting tour of duty. Here we found worldng parties
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{or the 7th Canadian Tunnzlling Company, and played
two victorions football matches—one against the 11th
Battalion of the Regiment, 3—1; and the other against
the I7th Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers, 49—z
while a nsw distraction, which was for some time te come
to give us much amusement—The Brigade Concert Party,
" The Cockoos ™ (B0 whose perforsaers our own Battalion
coutributed its quolal—gave its epenmg performance.

We left six platoons, under Captain €. G. Lord, in “0O™
Camp, Brandhoek, to continue work for the y1h Canadian
Tunmelling Company, and oorsclves retumed to the lns
on June £th, this time to the Widtje Sector, under the
command of the G.O.C. 1r6th Infantry Brigade. We
began the tour that night in o combative spirit by
projecting gas end bombarding the ensmy.  Heretaliated
heavily with minenwerfer and 5¢s, so that Armyiage
Trench—a  companion to Bellingham—suffered  wvery
severely, being bombarded from 1.5 pam. 41l dawn.

On the 1oth the Fifth Army, commanded by General
Sir H. de la P. Gongh, K.C.B., tock over the VIIT Carps
front, and on the 13th the 3gth Division passed into the
XVIIL Corps, commanded by Licut-General Sir F, L
Maxse, K.C.B., C.V.0, D.S.0.

It was gratifying to us all to learn at this time that
Captain and Adjutant S, F. Lilley had been awarded the
Military Cross in the King's Birthday Homours.

Du: tour in the line continued as it had besun, in
anything but guicscence, and we were bombarded by the
El'l_t:m}' on the gth, Toth and rrth with high explosive and
minenwerfer,

5 1'hr.: ELEIY I::ﬂnlinu_ad to be * jumpy " the fellowing
v, and began at midnight to send gas shells in large
quanl'_zfric‘as over the zrea between St. Jean and 'Ypréﬁ.
:mz:;i? di:;:;:;bei cane _:u:tun!l:: intn‘ our zome, and
L ated the weanng of our box respirators, which by
® Lme had taken the place of the old helmet. (They

Wi e
fc-ﬁg,b[TnﬂrE Cumbersome to carry, but much maore com-
“€ 10 wear, having minimised the stifling effect of
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the former protection.)  The gas shell hombardment was
Jept up Lill 5 .

Tven so, ouz adventures this night were not exhausted,
for the (sermans interspersad some © big stadt © with the
gas. At least two &inch and several §'0's came over,

besides shells of smaller calibre.  An R.E. dump adjoining
o ruined building near Battalion Headquarters caught

fre, with the result that 2 great many tranch beards were
destroyed, and mumbers of Stokes Trench Mortar Bombs

and tnuch S.AA. were dstonated, The cellars of the

ruin formed the dug-out of several of the Headquarters
Siaff, and belore they could be roused the Tuin with its
wooden supports also burst into flames. The situation
was extremely dangerons—a heavy bombardment by the
enerny, an almost cqually heavy bombardment (if such
a term may be appli=d to a detonating dumpy irom our
own neighbourhond, and @ ruined building burning aver
some 20 of our men. R.SM. Pepper led the ™ Firc
Brigade ¥ operations with much resouree and eficlency,
and also, at great persomal risk, went below the burming
ruin, roused thoese slesping there, and thus saved them
fram a terrible death.  In dus course the * Five Brigade ™
triumphed and the fire was got under control, but
R.S.M. Pepper had received injuries which neceszitated
his leaving us for & while.

For his act of gallantry R.S.M. Pepper was subse-
quently awarded the Military Cross.

The Tath was 2 quict day, bul it must be emphasised
there was nothing in this tour to correspond to the quiet,
ordered, Toutine life in trenches which we had been
experiencing at Richebourg the year before.

We were relieved on the 15ih by the gth Battalion
King's Liverpool Regiment after & gond send-off of 59’

by the enemy, and meved to Canal Bank as left support

ta the Hill Top Sector. Here we supplied working
parties for the 13th Battalion Gloucester  Regiment
(Divisicnal Pionesrs) and the zzsth Field Company,
R.E.

Sr. Jzam CHescn, TIimes,

T T 3
ATTATLION FaDUARTERS,

Hyerse Faaw, 3T, ]=._=\7:, YWELES.
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Crar casvaltics during the tour had amounted to
6 killed amd 2o wonnded,

In the meantime the Canal Bank was being repidly
transformerd under our cyes (and o some extent under
our picks), for the Corps Commander wished to accommo-
date as many Teserves there as possibls.  The Banks were
a mass of teeming Khald life, and the number of " cubins &
was being greatly increased. Ths weather was wondsr-
fully good, and the shiggish waters of the Yser were
galvanised into Lfe by lurge numbers of bathers, much to
the annoyance of the patient anglers. As has heesn
already stated, the enemy gave those enjoying this filyll
a sharp reminder on the 21st, when, at dusk, he heavily
shelled the Canal Bank with 4-2's and 3-¢'s.

On the 16th our own Brigades Headquarters taok aver
the front and the command of us as well, and the fellowing
day Lieut-Colonel Herbert-Stepney assumed command of
the Brigade in the absence of General Armytage, while
Major N. Houghton became responsibls for us,

Onr few days on the Canal Bank cost us in casualties :—
HKilled, Other Ranks, 2, up till then an unprecedented
CGLCUrTsne,

On the 24th we took over the front line, Hill Top
Sector, from the t7th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, and
were tactically disposed in a somewhat unusual manner.
One Company,” D,” in front, TA " Company at La Belle
Alliance, “ C* Company near Battalion Headquarters,
and B Company in reserve with two platoons at
Irish Farm and two on the Canal Bank,

We remained here 411 the 3oth, and the Olficial Diury
of this few daws is absolutely uniform. The enemy,
1o doubt conversant with the elaborate Dreparatlons
Whlc!l_ were being hurriedly pushed on behind, shelled us
h?a*”"" iy and consistently every day. Nor did he confine
his activities to shells of the smaller calibre, for each
b'ifmhn.rdment was thickly savoured with 4-2's, 5:9's and
mnenwerfer, There is no nesed to debail cxperiences
Which were sq unvaryingly unpleasant ; every day for




several hoars the bomberdment continued | a great deal
of damage was done Lo the trenches, and in thiz short tour
our casnalty lisL reached a veory heavy total for trench
warfare -——JIilisd, 11 Other Rans ; Wounded, 2 Officers,
=6 Other Ranks,

As hias already besn observed, sitting in trenches and
being bombarded is cne of the most trying experiences
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| which infanlry has to endure, and the historian may
perhaps be forgiven the pun when he says we wore
tl , relieved in every senss of the term when the 1/1st Battalion

! Cambridgeshire Regiment came up to lake over on Lhe
I night of the 3oth. We moved back to our old quarters
' in “ O * Camp at Brandhoek,

SERGUES

| On July 1st we marched to Poperinghe and tock train
to Watten, whence we marched to billets near Monlls

and Serques, four miles north-west of 51, Omer, where we RS
spent the next day restoring oursclves and vur equipment 2 £EA5EA5: -'
to normal brightness, Brig-General Armytage retumed, z |
I Licut.-Colomel Herbert-Stepriey resumed his interrupted e |
I'I reigm, and we started another and final spell of training. =
| At Serques everything combined to make us ready and E
J fit for the next fighting—a wenderful spell of summer E

' weather, some of the best billets we ever ocoupled in
Franes, and delightful country.  Sines the last engage-
ment on the Somme at 5t. Pilerre Divien we had not
inken part in any baitle.  Ashas been noted, many of our
veterans had passcd from us as casvalties, and we had a
comsiderable proportion of relatively uniried reinforce-
ments. They had all had some insight into war, bul our
i period of training at Serques undoubredly did much to
make the Batlalion inte the fine foree it showed itself in
the next few weeks, and to put our promising material
inte fightling trim. !

Almost all July was spent in this preparation and it
training for the artack, which eventually took place OR
the last day of the month.
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We started en the 3rd by digging a copy of the enemy
trenches, much as we had done nearly a year before at
La Thiculoye, and intersperscd this entrenching work
with company and platoon excrcizes. By the 5th the
trenches were so [ar complete as to enable us to begin
praclising aztacks over them, and we continned these
manceuvres daily up till the zath, when at dawn we
carried out a rehearsal in which the whaole Bogade took
part.

This was followed, later thal morning, by a practice
attacl on the model enemy trenches by the whale
Division. The 117th Infantry Brigade was on the left
and thes 116th Infantry Brigade was on the right. The
17th Battaliom Wing's Hoyal Rifles and curselves were
detailed to take and consolidate the rst system of enemy
trenches, and the 1yth Batrelion Sherwood Teresters
ancdd the 16th Battalion Rifle Brgade, to take and
consolidate the second system. Bombers, signallers,
runners and all specialists filled their respeclive rdles
and the Tizld Cookers served o better meal at the
rchearzal than we lmew would be possible at the actual
performance.

After this we continusd our training under Battalion
drrangements, but the day bafore we left, July zoth, we
Were azain roused in the middle of the night and once
maore, under the command of Brig-General Armytage,
ussalled those cmemy trenches as the “first grev of
morning filled the East,” ronnding off our victory over
[JhEIJ'ltr"Tl Germans with an al Jresen breallast,

During this delightful country life—it hardly rained—
we 13‘]13}"11 2 good deal of football, for active ssrvice is
SUPETIOT even to the short summer respite permaitted in
League matches,  Op the 8th we played the gth Batialion
?f the Regiment, who were billeted u the neighbourhond,
:?;ﬂnf]-’;frﬁaltcd_ OUl senicor n ::rca.ti:m, 5—0. On the 161k
ffﬁl{ﬁz:liirr?]_'thﬁ Tyth Battalion of the Regiment, at our
Eﬂterigrin;-{ll.is' { i:11~ WS qaite zl_sur;.n‘-_l Iu.nf:tlr_rru HER

o HIC ameers of the 1yth Battalion at tea on
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the ground. The aciuzl match was exciting up till the
end, and we only just won over our visitors, 4—3, aftera :
display of partisan enthusiansm worthy of a Cop Tie Final, [

The recreational part of our training was [urther i)

coloured by three concerts given by © The Cuckoos.™ R
On the 8th the Rev. J. ¥, Bloxam, C.F., whom we had i

kmown for many weeks as the kindly presiding genius in b

the ¥.M.C.A. hut near © 0" Camp, joined us 2s Chaplain i
in the place of the Rev. A. P. Daniels. /i
Cm the 15th 2 Brigade Church Parade was held near il
onr billets,  This was attended by the Head Padre, The 0
Right Kev. Dr. Gwymme, C.M.G., Bishop of Khartoum,
Deputy Chaplain-General, who gave an Adlidress. E vl
The same astermoon there was a Brigade Horse Show 08
at TLoulle. This show, which included Sports and such
events as jumping, wrestling on mules, and musical Z|~!‘
chairs, took place in a setting worthy of Richmond or
even Dublin,  The ground was gaily decorated with flags
and bunting, there were ladies among the spectators,,

and the Divisional Band was in attendance. The result
may most concizely bs given by queling ths following
exlract from Daily Orders -— il
“ The Commanding Officer desirss {o congraiulate

Lisutenant F. P. Holmes and the N.C.O.'s and men

whe took part in the Brigade Horse Show. The

Battalion carried off in prizes four Firsts, two Seconds

and cne Third. 1

A most satisfactory result, which is due to the

enthusiasm and pride with which all ranks have entercd i

into their work.”

On total poinis we were Second in the Brigade. &
photograph of the Officers was taken on the T7ih and on i I
the 215t this restful period came fo an end. :

Thaugh life in Trance had a certain nmifarmity
about it, we were seldam without [resh expericnces. On
July zxst we fock part in an entircdly new one, for we
procecded by ‘bus to (ke neighbourhood of Poperinghe. -.I

It sounds simple encugh te get on to a 'bus and alight

Jorw, 15e7.

0T CouMpany, SEROUSE.
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from it =2t one’s desbination, but these operations,
clementary in Piccadilly, are dignified on active service
by the termis "embussing ' and “debussing ¥ ; ner is
auch terminology entirely misplaced, for it requirss oo
ereat efort of imagination to perceive that getling soms
5,000 mMen with packs and rilles into a stream of 187
*huses might resalt ina protracted scene of embamrassing
and incxtricable confusion,  The London pre-war cmmi-
bus accommodated 23 passengers, and 187 partiss
of that mmmber (which is without military significance,
and fits into no schems of units or zections) had to be
drawn out along the straight 5, Omer Road, We
had been informed that one [ommation which had noet
grasped the tros import of the operation, had taken
nearly two hours lo board their "buzes.  Spurred on to
creater things we determined that no adwverse criticism
should be levelled at us, and intrepidly entersd on this
new adventure, We assembled on the roadsids in these
arbitrety contingents, and soon after, with vangnard
and flankgnerds of dust, with the thunder and ratile
of archaic mechanism, the mighty Armada of the London
General Omnibus Company appeared in the distance,
whirled by us to the Ieading party, and stopped with the
precision of gunmers ar the Military Tourmnament, at the
designated distance apart and opposite the party of
Passengers euch was to receive. For so desperate an
engagement the bugle appropriztely sounded * The
Advanes,"” and ws moved against the monsters. Tn less
than five minutes the whole Brigade was aboard, with
Packs and rifles stacked : the Generl swing by inoa
ol like an Admiral in his pinnace, and the great
Ganging, snorting, flzet got under weigh onee more,

IWE brocecded via  St. Omer, Esquelbecg and
Wormhoudt 14 4 point two miles from Popsrnghe on the
lfl’rfi.lv-;—-n Road. About hall-way, near Wormhoudt, a
tf;‘:?f ‘3_'3-11'3{1 and we had twa hf\:urs’ res_L_d_uﬁ.ng which
I:he ju:::_: served 1o the gtrams of the Divisional Band.

TRy was completed by 3 a.m. on the 2znd,
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In due course wc recelved congratolations on our form
from very august quarters,

From the debussing point we marched 1o Azg
Camp, ncar Brandhoek and spent scveral nights in
bivouacs in the woed.  Here we could not do much—
the position was very cramped—though the weather
favoured oor life s wood nymphs.

Tere “ The Cuckoos,” transcending the seasonal
restrictions of their namesakes, gave us two maore concerts.
The stage was st “under the Greenwood Tree,” and
our auditorium had no limits. 1t almost looked as if
the zndience had no limits also, for the ground was a
solid mass of Khaki, Iying, sitling and standing, while
those tight behind dragged up G.S. wagons to form a
Dress Circle beneath the © gods,” who wesre perched
aloft in every hranch. In the midst, embedded in his
Brigade, there shone oot the red and gold of the General,
We shall not caszily forget Mzjor King, of the Rifle Brigade,
singing ** Where did that one go to, 'Erhert 27 a song
so disagresably topical in a neighbeurhood which almost
daily received its ration of " heavy stuff,” while the
aceount of this coneert will bring back to many who read
it, memories of the quaint dry humour of that rrupEt
efficient quartermaster and kindly comedian, C.0Q.M.5
Tuadge.

There was a further distraction in this camp, as the
enemny dropped some new gas on us, apparently indulging
a taste for practical joking rather than with malelicent
intent, for it only made us snceze, but when a whole
Battalion sneezes it is like an epidemic of nfluenzal
cararrh in Brobdingnag.

CHAPTER VI

BELGITUUM
Tuz THirD BATTLE OF Yeuss

TT[E time had come for which all this preparation had
bzen made. During many weeks we had been
training and getting ready for a further taste of battle,
and it was obvious tous that " 2" day and * zerc ™ hour
were very near at hand.  The Salient was cranuned with
troops of every branch of the service, guns and horse
lines were sprawd everywhers, and the woods were thick
pith an undergrowth of bivonacs, We were all served
oul with special equipment, and on Joly 28th moved into
the forward arean. As we passed up we could not but
obzerve the enormons concentrarion of infantry on the
Canzl Bank, while in the fizlds below scrried ‘ranks of
field goms were drawn up. These latter were far from
inactive, and German 57's scarched sleadily, methodically
and relentlessly for them, added to which the sharp shrill
whistle of our gas shells bursting over, and the menotonots
wail and sicldy thud of the German gas shells coming back,
gave an ominous favour to our impressions.

The curtain wes slowly going up. Rehearsal and
pPreparation were aver and we were asszmbled for the
Leal * Play *
= .As Wwas observed with regard to the Battles en the
=UIne, 1t 1s not the province of this history to describe
comprehensively the engagernents in which we tock part;
?}f‘l};f[z::dbf;cad in the despatches of the Commander-in-
i -__ -::ﬂ]ﬂz:_.tl history of the War. The l‘L_m‘Z.:)nau
ﬁm—:e]v:s {:UI]IJ'H;[C Iimself to the actual ﬂpcratcfns we

= Cemed out and will only overstep this self-

impo: i ; ;
posed limit where it may be necessary in order to
make them clearpr,




