CHAPTER FII

FRANCE
THE SonvE Acain
ST, QUENTIN

E emerged after a tsn hours’ journsy inte an
nndulating and relatively smiling down country,
which contrasted favourably with the bleak, bare and
devastated morth, This was the region owver which

the enemy had retired carly in 1917, and on 2l sides

was apparent his characteristic theroughness and roth-
lessmess. No houses were left to accommodate man

or heest, and i ths land immediately around ns was

atherwise unscarred, behind us oy the vast desolation
left by the hactle of the Somme of 1616,

We reached Mericourt-Miramount at 930 am. o0

January z5th, and marched from there over thisklatter
waste to hillets at Suzanne, zbout 15 miles away.

The Brogade Commander inspected the Battalion on
the line of march, and expressed his satisfaction at the
fine soldierly bearing and good march discipline of the
men. In no small measurs the latter guality was dug
to the new bend, which played on this occasion for the
first time on the line of march, and was much congrato=
lated on its progress.

Cur hillsts at Suzannc wers composed of Fremch
Army huts and semi-ruined housss, both in need of
repairs, which were rapidly effected by our pioneers.
Unfortunately, we wers nol able to enjoy the fruits of
their labours for lomg, for on the zgth we mo

from Carnoy to Peronne, and from thers Dby train to
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Moislains, whert, alter one night, we ' proceeded ™ Ty
the nsual eombination of trains and marches to Railway
Carip. Heandecourt, where we took over hillets from
ihe Toth Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers. Tlers we
were bombed during the night by ensmy zircraft, and
suftered casualties— ather ranks, 1 killed and 5 wounded—
with the result that for the next three days we devaled
ourschves to meking protection for the camp against
atracks by bombs and shells.

The 3gth Division had meanwhile been transferred to
the VII Corps, Fifth Army (General Sir Tubert Gough,
K.C.B..

On the goth we lost Lieat, and Quartermasier A P,
Lunam, M.C., who was transferred to the 14th Con-
valescent Camp as Quartermaster and Adjutant,  Lieut.
Lunam hudl been with us almost since our inception, and
his genial and rohbust perscnality had won for him the
regard of all. We sadly missed his kindly care of our
creature comforts.

He was succeedsd as Quartermaster by Second Lieut.
T Fowell.

VAUCELETTE FaRM, GOUZOUCOURT

On Februazy zrd we took over the Line.

It was many months since we had been in a sector with
such respectable trenches as those jn which we now found
ourselves. It was officially desiznated as the ' Vaucelette
Farm Sector, Gouzoucnurt Right Sector, Right Sub-
sector.” Tt formed part of the ling which had been
recently taken over from the TFrench Army, and presented
& Er ?illt comirast to the svslems with which we were
familiar in the Salient. The trenches, in open undulating
Sountry, were good and in a very fait state of preservation,
and moreover were fumished with good strong points.
- CY required Lut [ttle work upen them to render them
Lomplete cover from all ohservation of movement.
mEi‘H“;'ﬂ}ﬂljere they were adequate as protection from

TV, and were served by a road so sitmated that
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transport could come up within 200 yards of the front
line, It was therefore possible 1o give all a hot meal at
any time. “No Man's Land™ was something like
2000 yards wide, and so bombing and the discharge of
rille prenades were out of the question.  Seattored over
this neurral zone were dead horses lefi after the battle of
Cambrai,

Tamiliar names like Racket, Fives emd Football Trench,
Chapel Crossing, Rewvelon Farm, Box Dump and Methuen
Trench will be remembered by all who were with us at
this time.

Tt wits o very quiet tour of duty in the militant sense,

and revelutionarily active in the administrative.
Mifitant—Onr time was spent in improving the
trenches, which repaid work on them. A dircet hit on
one of the "D Company posts was the one disaster,
thres other ranks being killed and two wounded,
Adnidwistrative—To meet the shortage of men and
officers, 2 sehems had juzt been intreduced throughout
the Expediticnary Force whereby sach Brigade was to
consist of three Battalions only. One Baitizlion in the
117th Tnfentty Brigade had accordingly 1o be broken up,

and as thers were two Battalions of the Sherwood /

Foresters, it wes Inevitable that ene of these should be

the victim of the reorganization.  As we were the Seniop

Battalion of the two, it was decided to dizband the
r7th Battzlion, and we found oursslves, on a sort of

principle of canmibalism, called on to alsorb our old -

friends amd rivals, Ttwasasad day for (s fine Battalion,
which had so much in common with ourselves, both in
origin and expericnce. [t was almost a twin brother 0
a3, having been bomn in Nettingham o few weeks after
our own birth in Derby—the two chisl towns of the
Shites which give the territorial names o the 43th and
o5th Fool, We had worked and fonght by their 1de,
hac opposed them im innumerzble contests, sporting -J-Ill‘i
athletic, had given them their Commanding Ofhcer, 83
they had giver us ours, and if they had {o Jose theif
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identity it iz probable that they would have chesen to be
whsorhed by us rather than any other fate.

Hencelorth, therefore, this history becomes the story
of both the 10th and 17ih Battalions Sherwond Trorssters.
The addition te our naombers constituted 2 revivifying
process which in medical cireles might be comparcd with
inoceulating the glands with the virus of youth—thongh as
no reflection on the T7th Battalion is intended the analogy
<honld not be pressed to the usual origin of the acerelion.

The dizbandment took placs on the 8th Tebruary, and
though some af the officers and men were posted to other
Battalions of the Regiment, he majority, comprizing the
following officers and 200 other ranks, jeined us :—

Captain A, Kerr,

Captain J. W. J. Millar, D.5.0., D.C.M.

Liewt, M. A Ellizsen, M.C.

Tieul. 3. Recee.

Licut. M. L., Dexter, M.C.

Szoomud Tizul, W. E. Boswell,

Szeond Lisut. C. H. Rollason,

Sceond Licut. G, Powell

Seconid Lieut, T.. Surridge.

In the reorganisation which necessarily Iollowed, cur
ol “A" Company was dishanded, and with its officers,
and 6o Other Ranks from ihe 15th Battalion, was
detailed to Ol wp the ranks of “BY “C" and “D”
Companies. A new “A" Compuny was formed of officers
and 150 other manks of the 17th Battalion.

This arrangement took place while we were in the line,
and on the tzth, relieved by the 17th Battalion King's
Royal Rifles, we moved to huts 2t ITeaudecourt, one and
a half miles from the Front.

During cur thres days here we supplicd our quota
Gf_ working parties and defeated the 13th Battalion
Cloucester Regiment at foothall, 6—o.

On the 16th we relieved the 16th Battalion Rifle
El‘lgatle in the Gomzouconrt Right Sector, Left Sub-sector,
and thus escaped an attentien of the snemy, whose alr-
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craft during the night were actively engaged in dropping
bombs an the transport lines,
The trenches i1 our new seclor were in mueh the same

econdition  as those at Vaoeclette Farm and  Hlewize

repaid work upon them. A consideralle amount was
required and pat in—Taising parapets, laving duck-boards

and making general improvements. Three Companies

held the front line and one was in support.,  The tour
was ¢uiet but for machine gun fire, and there was not
very much of that, ;

On the 215t the Batialions on our right were bimbarded
and the 505 went up. We stood 1o arms, but no
attack or raid developed.

On the 24th we were relieved by the 16th Battalion
Rifle Brigade and moved back to Henudecourt, where
again working partics, interspersed with Platoon football,
wers the order of the day,

DEssarT Woon
The 28th of the month zaw ns in Deszart Weood Camp,
where we took over from the 1/6th Battalion Cheshire
Regiment.
We were accommodated in huis in a rolling, challe-down
countryside, near a wood which gave the only trees to the

locality for milss around.  Fins village was not far hehind

s, but there were no civil inhabitants left in it them.
Char camp was surtonmnded by batteries of artillery, and we
were thus situated, like the Light Brigade, with * cannon
to right ol us—cammon to left of us—and cannon in front
of 15”7 Mareever, they, also, * volleyed and thundercd.”

The grent German attack was expectsd, and we werg

in due course allotted our battle positlons.
In this camp we spent the last three weeks before

our disintegmtion as a Battalion,  If was verizably fhe:

calm Dbefore ile storm and our programme cime under
three headings—working partics, lsaining and sporfse

Vorking parties were employed almost daily in diggas

rear lines of delence and the map was covered as a rosolt
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of their Inhours with an intricate system of ¥ green lines ™
sprown Imes” and “yellow lines” We dug the
# pallow ' system in fromt of Queen’s Cross and buried
cable backwartd from this point.  The chief [eaturs of the
training was a very thorough practice by the whole
Battalion at fring on the rangs, there being one sitnaled
not for from thecamp.  Theworking parties were exactmg,
but recrsaticnal training relieved their monotony.

The results of the matches at foothall wers (—

“ B Company playsd the Rest, and defeated them, 1—o.

Onr First team defeated the 5th Battalion Cameronians,
I—0.

In the zemi-final of the Inter-Company Divisional
Toothall Competition, " B ¥ Company defcated the win-
ning Company ol the 4/5th Battalion Black Watch, T—o,
and a return match some days afier ended with the
same Tesult.

Besides the matches there were other pick-up games,
Boxing and Tug-of-War contests and an Inter-Company
Shooting competition, in which the following was the
order of merit :—

st—" C " Company,
znd —" H.0."” Company.
srd.—" A" Company.
ath —* T " Company.,
sth.—“B " Company.

On March 15th welearnt that, owing toill-health, Captain
and Adjutant S. F, Lilley, M.C., had been struck off the
strength of the Battalion, and was not to retom to us.
Captain Lilley was among the first officers to join the
Bafﬁ3|iﬂn and had been appointed Adjutant a lew weeks
after our formation. An unremitting sense of duty and
almost continuons serviee up till a few weeks before this
__d”-lﬂ had undermined his health to such an cxtent
fuh;t fe was not fit again for many months. We thus
e }izttthq valued ariginal officer, who ]:ms afforded

o onan ungrudging help in the preparation of this
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« Tue GREAT RETREAT OF IgI8"
The historan has had occasion to ask for indulgence

fram time to time in this narrative owing to the difficulty
he finds in describing a modern batile.  Tf, however, it 35
dificult to give an intelligible account of an operation
in which one's own side is the aggressor, for which careful
plans have been issued, and for which arrangements
have been made to meet all probable eventualiies—how
mrach more difficult must it be to describe an operation
in which the enemy has made the plans-—necessamly
very imperlectly known to ms—in which e has the
smitiasive, in which on one's own side expedience from :j
hour to heur generates the tactics end in which new
schemes are hastily improvised from day to day under
the stern call of neccssity? The historian therefore
asks for an extra allowance of indulgence for his account f
ol the Great Retreat of T018. A
In the early morning of the zrst March, the enemy
began his last grear oflensive—General Ludendorff's
final and desperate cast for victory—and the historian
now embarks on an account of ten days’ continuous
engagement and of a series of rearguard actions, with- =
drawals, hasty entrenchments, and counter-attacks, more ¥
exhansting and exacting than anything in which we
had hitherto taken part. U
In all the circumstances it seemned advisable to continue ':'-'1
on the principle already adopted end to confine the 18
acconnt within the limits the historizn has imposed on
himzelf in kis descriptions of pravious operations | - thatis;
to tell the story of our own fighting from hour to hone, 8
and not to attempl to explain the ever-shifting kaleida= 8 |

l_\_\_\_‘_I—

spape of ihe tnrtical sitoation which rendered eaﬂ?}z'

individual activily necessary. e |
The modern popular journalist would probably call the '

story of this ten days " an epic,” and for once he wob

not be wrong. ! _
The 3gth Division General Stall alierwards jssued &

Liker, Car, Jo K. Weasris, 0200, BT,
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wonderinlly clear account of the Divisional operalions,
and Caplain Browh, I?th_Ea.lLEHDH l{Ln_g"s I»:Loj,:"al Rifles,
has written a vivid narrative from the paint of view of the
juyth Infantry Brigadz— both of which iz before the
historinn as he writes arud o both of whick he has levied
tribute—but in a tistory of one of the contending
hattalions on the scale already adopted in this book, it is
not possible 1o ntilise ther clear ztpgn:-euiutio:z. stage by
stage, of the genesal—or, at least, thedivisional —situalion
excent asa Trame work.

One or two general propositions should, however, be
borne in mind ;- —

(1) The cliicial policy of the Aoy was * fight rear-
suard actions and delay enemy.”

{2) General Ludendorls infiliration tactics were
novel and original, almest unothodox, and we
do 1ot seem to have entirely understood the
principle on which he pressed home his atiacks
on weak places with relatively small bodics of
storm froops and picked machine gunmers, and
thereby turned the stronger positions, Tlis
fromtal attacks appear to have becn com-
paratively wnsuccessful, and certainly dis-
astrously coslly to him, but our withdrawals
were rendered necessary by the infiliration of
small bodies into our flanks, making the
main positicns we held mntenable,

(3) The ten days’ operations comprehended almest
exclngively * open fighting,” and rearguard
actions. The new armics had had no experi-
cnee of either.

MARCH 2I5T

fur?;lb,‘itt-l#~ might _t‘.rf the 2oth—s21sl March we WeTe com-
-'5113.1:'13'&} :-_ﬁ]':iil'_led in t’tn: Dessart Wocd Camp {“.Fhmh,. we
s :"'l‘ aj-b"rﬂtalmn pf the RD}’EL] 5::3{}1:5?) on the Fins-

oucourt Road, contentedly enjoying three weclks
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in which recreational training had domvinated the tedium
of working parties. We were, MOTEGVCL, not a little. L
sceptical of the wammings about a big enemy f-"ﬁ'f?lﬁi?ﬂ.- |
When we had last met him at close quarters 10 September,
the cnemy had given us the impl‘EESi_Uﬂ that he was
gerting “ past it,” and moreover * 'ﬁiﬂlf'.” had been
crisd very often. Furthermore, our tinds were full of b
foolball and sports, which seemcd to be encouraged by =
high autherity, whils the Commanders of the Division

and the Brigade were both on leave. , .

At 2.30 am, a heavy gas and hign explosive ]JD].'Ilba:l_T_.l_' )
mnent opencd on the front; a few shells dm_;";}-.ua:], in-
nacaonsly into our camp and took the place of ”_hwcmfh. i
The noise in theforward arca, however, suun‘ded llllprﬁss}j..rl.a:‘: g |
enough to make us +hink it might develop mio Sm}let]mfﬁ _h A
cerious. We got up to find there was a heavy nust,.;};;_.:}; i
in the gloom had breakfast and prepared for action.

At 6 am., when we Wers “standing  to, ’m.e "
code word which put the local Defence Scheme imto =
operation wes Teccived by wire, and we preparlcd to moye 8

to otir assembly position in Scrrel “‘F{uod, tobe in r_eac'lmess :
there to support the troeps in the line. Sorrel _Wond wail |
between one and two miles away on our %"zght fromi. i
Our departure was scmewhat delayed owing o thi .
tardy arrival of our transport, 1.-:1_'..;{'.}1 ‘_hau:'l Teen {;aug:d _-: .

by shell fire on leaving their lincs 1m L-J1-+5._ We Stﬂthe": :
{rom camp at 7 am., Warure CDB'I.btﬂlﬂg_Wlth._ i‘ t-
Germans to asphyxiots us, in that the dense MBE |
was by now heavily impregnated wilh gas. 1his lat’l_:p.:!_;_._

Was 1o doubt meant rather for our neighbours m camp—

the gunnets—t}w_n {or ourselves but.un[crtuna.tely,_gg?;-é

like sain, falls on the just and the unjust. Through 1 i

we struggled wearing our g:l?s—mlawlas, but even so Eu{ia{iﬁj _

over tweniy gas casualties, whils DI WIS spized ‘-'r‘la? !
ciclness, It was soon found impossible Lo grops ﬂﬂl‘_?f;éﬁ-:g i
across country with this handicap to visibility 11 addit o
to the mist itself, and a certain nuniber of officers haﬂ.ﬁ:; N
remove their masks and guide our wheezy footsteps A8
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the flash of guns with the nese clip and mouth-piece
45 their only protection,

When, after considerable delay, we reached Sorrel
Waod we found that, in vulgar parlance, it was no
place for ng,” as ivwas reeking with gz and being steadily
shelled.  We accordingly settled down among the hills
between Sorrel and Nurlu, where we could at least remove
our respitators, but from whese we were again induced a
fittle later to shift back on the suggestion of the German
high explosive. The mist cleared about noon, and here it
mavw bementioned that the same meteorological conditions
were reproduced daily, an important factor, as it enabled
the enemy every morning to asscmble for his attacks
without cur kmowledge,  We waited in the latter situation
1ill nightfell—a trying period of suspenss and inactivity
—and had no idea how things were going, though the
bBornbardment drew cver nearcr. At 8 pan. Echelon
“ B, consisting of Mzjor I. R. Stevens, Captain
J. W. J. Millar, and 1o Othcr Ranks, moved off to
Hant Allaines to form in themsshves a small reserve of
reinforcoments.

Atg pom., owing Lo the retivement of the 2zt Divizion,
then in front of us, we received orders io procced to
Langavesnes and dig a switch line from Tincourt Wood,
near there, to Saulcourt for the protection of the fank of
Th_._‘it division. We moved off, rcached Langavesnes three
miles off at Yo pan,, and dug all night.

Mancu zzxn

The line had besn taped ont, but was not very easy to
follow in the dark and mist, which was again rizing.
Vel s0, by dawn we had made a [zifly scrviceable
trench oo vards lomg, with some wire cutanglements to
pBr&c-tr:c[: it. We took up our position here, with the r7th
B&:t:};ﬂn Kj_flg’a_'E{oyaI Rifles on our lelt, and the 1/1st

-21on Cambridgeshire Regiment on our right.

£ ‘:rem at this time 4,000 yards {rom the front.
€144 not long to wait, for under pressure of superior
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nymnbers, troops from every sector began o a1l back,
About To 2. we teceived information that the enemy
was violently attacking all zlong the front, and though
the situation wis obscure, it was clear he had got through
in some places. At the same timz the heavy bombard-
ment which we could hear was being carried oot in the
hattle zane, erlarged its orbit and soon inclzded Sanloonrt
and from I pan. onwards Loangavesnes and the valley
hehind our camp were 2dded 1o the arez under shell-fire, = i
At T1.30 a.m, Jarge aumbers of men and wounded begim - kL
to come back through our lines as the troops engaged
with the enemy withdrew, and at T.30 p.m., on the retire-
ment of the 16th Division throngh us, we found curselves
in the front line, while the steady trickle of retumming men
and wounded had swelled to a stream. An hour later
we were actually in touch with the oncoming ensmy’s
sorward snipers, and machine gun [ire swept the crest
of the ridge behind our trenches. This Iatter became S
very intense, and was fortifisd with 42's, though the
latter fortimately did not do much damage.
The enemy by now was niderstoad to bein SaulconTt.
For the next two hours we wore engagsd with the
cnemy advance guard and snipers and with our rife S8
and Lewis pun fire undoubiedly made hiz attack on us
extremely costly. Ouar artilery hiad presumably taked
up their next position, for we had orly ome 15-pounder
battery to support us.  This remained until we unrs;f;lirﬁ-&'
withdrew, and it seems clear from the Divisional Report =
that these tenacious gunncrs stuck fo us too long 10 ave
their guns. Our situation at this time was render
more precations by twelve large red-nosed ensmiy 286
planes, which havercd above us liks great birds of prey,
and squirted lead from their machine guns on to 9
backs, while, judging by rezults, they were apparently
also directing the German artillery fire. As n i
position the Tr7th Brigade was acting as a defensive 2k
tothe 215t Division, it is not surprising that the Battalob=s
on our right and left were scriously pressed by 3

‘and gt
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Thev pot up a fine resistance against heavy odds, and
we covered them as far as possible, but about 4.30 p.m.
we found ourselves in a very cxposed  situation—y
promontory projecting nto the invider's lines,

The Commanding Officer and the acting Adjutant,
Lieut. C. E. Garland, had made a careful survey of our
position in the carly afternoon, and had reported the
result to Brizade Headquarters, )

In ihe meantime soms men of the Sussex Regiment
withdrawing [rom forward positions reported that wvast
mmasses of ihe snemy were pouring over the mdge in
fromt.

About 4 pam. the Commanding Ofeer had received
instructions to retire when he thought it desirable and at
4.30 pom. Lieut.-Colonel Webster gave the order for vs to
move back by companies. e then personally organised
the covering party and retummed to DBattzlion Head-
quarters.

The historian iz indebted to Tieut. Gosling for an
account of the next tragic hour,  We were then on the
side of a small ridge, which gave us a fairly dominant
position.  We there formed a defensive flank, under
cover of which the other Battalions of the Brigade
withdrew to the ™ Green Line ™ near Bois de Buire.  On
their departure our own companies also withdrew under
"JTdEES from the commanding officer, leaving a small
E‘:il‘;-';hgi about fwenty men Iaml a machine gun
p;r;: - m:jli;_ ’l;rcrl COVED t_]lc_u" retirernent. _'1'1_1_55 s..n]_a]i
= th-rz mahl-l ;{e‘%’c K_rfns].tng, had the dlEgumtmg vizion
Sl e }Ej,?:_ﬂ the enemy steaclily advancing,
e came up to their aid, I:111t were pat out of
Sy 1;1rt'ft“ry short time by the [rlc_'l'JIELTI_ guns. The
= E‘.'fnt-"l;; of tluf EMEIY Were gcﬂimg quile near, Lot
N ]itﬂe_.‘- : ":': held 1:3,: Ihe rifle and :niach_mc: gun fire
o th;;‘-f_:kguslrd. Ta circumvent this arrest of their

Germans emploved their infillation tactics
e l;;ECd 10 work round the flank. Meanwhile the
S advance of the main force, still a good way
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Lehind, continued, and cur party could obsstve the.
guns being brought up less than a thousand yards.
away and unlimbered hefore their eyes. These were
reinforced by thres or four machine gun detachments,
which meved forward at intervals of about I50 Vards,
Our desperate fire, however, succeeded in holding up
these laster and the [orwand parties, cxcept of our left
flank, where they were slowly working round, ,
At {lis mement Lieut.-Colenel Webster came up to
see if all was procecding satisfacterily. and Lo cnsure
an orderly withdrawal, e had instructed the acting
Adjutant, Lieur, C, E. Garland, to accompany the rest
of the Battalim, which he said hs hims=lf would jein
later. Lisut-Colomel Webster, It is thoughr, found the '
situation much worse than he expected, and fearcd the
reargnard was not large enough for the duty it had to
perform. Evidently he felt that every additional rifie
would make some material difference to the defence, and y
seizing onme himsell, took command of the detachment
in the trench.
The party centinued to held the encmy Ior some Tl
mers mimuies, when a machine gun =t long range found
shem with great accuracy. Lieut-Colonel Webster 1l
ordered a withdrawal ever the ridge, a retivement whi
invalved a run up its epen face Defore, at least, covel
from view could be reached behind it, Once this gauntlet
had been run, the Commanding Officer and Lieut. Gossd '
rallied their men and teok up a pesition in a desert
trench jnst behind the sky line. During their short & ]
there— betwesn 5 and 10 minutes—the pitiless il af
machine gun bullsts continued to take their soll, Mores
over, the situation was getting every minute mors perilous,
as, lhough the enemy in front were still being held
thase on ihe left flank were getting further round.
Lieut ~Colonsl Webster accordingly ordered 2 forther
retitement,  Licut, Gosling had moved some 20 ot 308
vards, when he locked back and saw the Commandi
Officer had fallen and that scveral men were g&thﬁfﬁi] :
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cound him, Lizut. Gosling leit his party (which had been
snercased by stragglers to about 30 men by this time) to
continue iheir move back, and returned to the small
group of men surrounding Lieut.-Coloned Webstor, abouat
20 yards [rom the erest of the ridge.  Here he found two
officers of the Rowval Suszex Rogiment and some men
endeavouring Lo raise our Commanding Oficer, who sank
into mmeonsciousness after recognizsing Lieut, Gosling, At
that moment a shrapnel shell burst over thes and killed
Tient.-Colonsl Webster and one of the other officers.
Tieut. Goshing was wounded in both knees by Lhe same

shell, and was fetched by two men, who came back from -

his party (now about 250 vards away), and by their aid
he moaintained @ precarous lead onm the advancing
Germans, now anly 8o yards behind,

Soon after, this halting trimmvirate came up with an
wnknown officer, who, with his platoon and a machine
gun, stopped the shouting ensmy il all had got wway.

It was possible afterwards 1o obtain a few more [acts,
Alter Lisut. Gozling had meved off to direct the right
wing of the retiring detachment, Lieut.-Colonel Webster
went back and hrought two wounded men from over the
exposed side of the ridge. TIe then twned round Lo
pick up his respirator gnd stes] helmet and was shot by
4 bullet in the chest at very close range. Ile was
undoubtedly seriously wounded when Lieut. Gesling
Teturned to hirm, and, ns has been told, was killed by the
shrapnel shell a few minutes afterwards.

115:"'3 hird held the position {o the last, and if suceessful
achicvement is the reward of those who die in battle, it
shonld be stated that we, as a Battalion, and more
Especially Lisut -Colonel Webster and his brave band,
had effected what was required of them, for the Divisional
“tcount reports that all trensport was enabled to get
vray 'C':-'r‘iug to the obstruction of the German advance by
%Ewr: reprguard actions.

We had meanswhile moved to Bois de Buire by platoons.

¢ difficult manceuyrs was necessary as our Division
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had been instruescd to cover the 215t D:'wision- It ha.j
heen carried out under ibe protection ol ‘alruslt.r@;.l_;.@:
. ¢ ond ¢ B Companies whicn, i spite
= of Licut-Celonel Wehster's paa.-r_‘.r._-:_i.
e encmy, and had

provided by © P.LM
of the gallant emort
had heen compelled to engage TIB

’ i i termination. By
{ought with grim determia :
a=-fml:—1e.:1 ag?lin and later in the evemig wole I]';[P\.?Ed=
irﬁcu Bricade Reserve behind the 170 Battal_mn King's.
Rayal TELEHS -nd the T6th Battalion Tifle Bngade, 'WI:[_E:I.
were holding the ©* Green Line # ot Tincourt Wood., We

. : d a Bank, under Lhe command of

ment the might behin 2l : ,
i?:;ain H'arFiEun—in the =bsence of Major IL R, Stevens,

o Tt
The enemy marked his sprward position by sencing up
j ilis EnOOUTCREnT,

coloured lghts, and, having made
rermained in it for the might.

We had lost five Officers in addition to the Commandmg

ths Drigade Major, m&

i i aptain Hall, .
(ficer, while Captam o

Liewt. Reece, the Brigade Signal
ualties. ) )
cm&;ﬁlm Lindemnan, our Medical Olhicer, ]:_ay;r:
diary that owr casualties aimong frﬂ‘tcr TETL Q'WE;;G'
very heavy up e this time, bul 1t 113,{1Lheem lmpm_.
to get all the wounnded away, as .,hﬁrc W:rj@j_
enough ambnlances, and many had fo be &

stretchers, two and a half miles, to T re.mplem;—la—Fn'. _

beiore they could be evacuated on transport.

Marcil 23RD
The 23rd March dawned ﬁ_ne and dry, with the
fog we had previously experienccd.
in the early morning to move from the
E&iﬂléoﬁ;idﬁg LI'jj'zt ﬂ?’zttfﬂi@n Czl?nb.rit_‘iige-_‘:ﬁ 1
Repiment. We Jefe A Company, tnder Tient. Doy
for this duty,

oo w2 he rifth Brigade, whi
We marched off through the T4 afpﬂk up Wi

disma

dusk we were all
Le

We received rJFﬂEfﬁ
o Green Line o

pany behind wmder ﬂlﬂ*
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Main Read. We were instructzd to delay the enemy
in order that the congested roads might be cleared.
Auch might perhaps have been cxpscted from a line
hearing this dugnst designation, but there were in fact
no trenches. The Corps Line was a  geographical
gxpression ; it only existed on paper. We proczeded to
make it materialise.

About 10,30 aan, we found ourselves working with the
remains of the t0th Battalion Rills Brigade, which had
been badly cut up the day before, and about noon wa
were joined by the T7th Battalion King's Royal Rilles
anid some troops of the 6th Division, who had fallen
back fighting from the * Green Line.” Later still the
r16th Infantry Brigade reached us, and took up a pesition
on our right.  We were thus again more or Iess organised
and ready to receive the Germans, though by T pom. we
were very anxious as to what was happening on our
flanks, as the sounds of firing seemed to indicate thal
the enemy were getting round our right in the direction
of Peronne.

Major H. B. Stevens rejoined us in the course of
the morning and assumed command of the Battalion.

About 2.30 p.m. the enemy reached us and made a
most determined attack on onr position.  Masses of them,
in columns of six dotted all over the countrysids, advanesd
from the front and right, They suflered heavy casnalties
from machine gun fire and feld gons with open sighrs.
(It may be mentioned here that the guns were sach firing
SIan averages 3,000 rounds a day during the ten days’
retreat) But this did not hold up the inexhanstible
HMaszes and soon they were quite round the fank of the
TI6th Brigade on our right. Accordingly, acting s
feerguard Lo our own Brigade, we retired through marshy
sround to Mont St (nentin, a good defonsive position
wl_ﬂ‘_ partially wired trenches on the Peronne-Haut

#ines Road. Furihermore we found oursslves here
o1 high ground, which gave us an opportunity of sesing

-

covered our ratirement to Bussa, where w -

| - ~EL 5 ik - ;
- w lled the Corps Line—Bussu to Nurlu-Peromi! SInething of what was going on i our 2rea Torlid
AT 121 d

:ﬁr}

= =



136 TIiE SHERWOOD FORESTERS

and profoundly discouraging sight. On the right we '
conld ser Peronne in flames, undergoing ahsavy hombard-
rment, whilz endeavours welt being matle to got away
trains sull ¢f pmmunition and other war materal, Gl
our front znd on the left we were able to discern the

cMEmy SWAITLIDE down, the Haut Allaines Road through .

engaged DY 18-oounder batteries over open sights, the
cunneTs TemEining gntil it was almost too lite to save
their guns. Ore Brigade in fact sncceeded In getting
away six of its gons oy,

Behind us we obtained a view of a great army

Moislains and along the Spmme Canal, the while bﬂmg-

retreat—lorries, Lmibers, guds and iransport of all
descriplion Tetlring towards Clery, the point to which

211 in this Tegion mnist converse for the crossing of the
Somme. 1l sNCmy Were shelling the roads at ntervals.
Our owr position on a platean about 200 yards square,

as has been shown, was zood, but it had one weak p_ﬂint'.—'ﬁ

on our immediate right was a hill just in front of our.

and from this the enemy could wbserve our approaches
e

up to within 62 vards of the trench.

About 4 pm. the Germans massed bekind this hﬂﬁ
b

and suddenly lavnched an attack in enormens TTE
He drove in our flank and turned the position, Wi
surther off he had worked round and was actually 30
Peronne. Our position was Imore than urdenable—it
was well nigh hopeless, The enemy were all Tound wE—
they were within thirty vards of some—and we OIS
kept them off by almost superhuman elforis with rapie
rifle and Lewis gun fire, just extricaling ourselves belore
the pincers closed on s, and azain feilling bhaclk, ghting
that most difficult of all forms of Latile, a rearguaits
action, to cover the withdrawal of the rest of the Brigade::
We sirnpgled, acattered, formlcss ancd exhansted,
Clery. The Divisional Report puts it erodely, ‘ Pla
crganisation had {emporarily ceased to exist.”

At Clery, finding that the ensmy were outflanking
an the lefr, the greater part of the Brigade, incloding P
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of the Baitalion, crossed the Somme Canal and, passing
along the Peronne-Clery Road, took up a strong position
parallel to its banks on what was officially called the
1.2 Maisonette Line, with Headguarters at Fenilléres, while
'Majar Sievens, Capt. T. C. 0. Williams, Licurs, Garland
and Moors with6omen garrisoned a line behind the ridge in
tront of Clery, and were under the command of the G.0.C.
21t Brigade, though that General Offices would probably
aot have realizsed this responsibility at the time. This
redoubtable party collecled every straggler ihey could
fnd, and with & mixed force held on as & defonzive flank
and resolutely repulsed an attack the ememy mads on
them about 7 p.m., harassed thongh they wers by Baron
von Rickthoven's [amous 7 ciren: "—the Red Squadron
of the German Air Force. The party spent the night
actively exgaged in recruiting stragglers as remiorcements
to their atfermated muks,

The Battzlion medical equipment, which had been
conscrved so far, was lest in this retirement, and the
hurried departure of Divisional Headquarters which had
been established in Clery, was evidenced by the piles of
kit end stores of all Xinds which were leff dumped on the
side of ke road,

It may aleo b mentioned, az it affccted our subsequent
history, that the réth Division had during the afierncon
been " sgueszed out” of the ling by enemy pressure,
and their shifting front had Lo be taken over by the
118th Infantry Brigade.

The toads were in indescribable confusion—choked
w:t'h all sorts of transpori—rendering it impossibls to
Te-tomm units satisfectorily,

The difficulty of evacuzting wounded was increased,
__?ﬂ'i Tetwrning transport of zll sorts was reguisitioned by
OUr Tesourcefn] Medical Officer, to taks hiz charges, as
Well as their nopmal Ireight, back to the railhcad.

__ Before midnight all Bridges, except one, on the Divi-
S10mal Front, had been demolisher.
Ve lost two more Officers during this day.
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MawcH 24TH
The 24th was quiel on our front, and this breathing
space gave 08 all opportunity to reorganise, though there
were bur few to undergo the process—s Officers and 168
Other Rarks being our strength returt to the Brigade.
The Baltalion was comiman
As has besn indicated, our posiilon was i STTONE One,
with the Somrae hetween us and the encory, and it was
hoped a stand might successiully be made bere In
the early morning the Divisional Commander perscnally
inspected the whole Divisional Front and retwrned to
breakiast well satisied with the situation.
Tlowever, we weore not able 1o stand in this, the first

really strong position
ik of the Comps was turned, and

the day the north fla
early on the morrow we had to Tetire in conformity

with the line.

During the right of the z4th, therefo
not already crossed the over now mave
at Feuilleres.
and 2t 8 pon, a patrel attem
which was immediately blown up.  The enemy party was.
dispersed by machine gui fire and severil W
1o 1l

When we wers all re-azsembled
the cost of the day’s activity we found that v
three more Officers, incloding our Commanding Officer,
Major H. K. Stevens. M.C, {who was wounded m I
valiant defence of the West Bank of the River), 8
Captain T. C. 0. Williams, M.C., who, while cra¥
along the edge of a road 1o ascertain our ex
{now very dificult to appreciate, a5 Ws were “off ! D
naps), received a wound m the les, from which e i
shortly after. During the day Brig-General Armyt
returned and assumed command of the RBrigade &
Captain Harrison once more togk the place of Ma
. R. Stevens az our Commandiog (Olfcer.

ded Ly Captain Harrisonm. h

we had so far ocevpied, as during |

re, those that had
i gver the Bridge
The encmy were pressing on the other side, =
sed to rosh the bridge,
-re observed

and able to const o
o had lusct s

act position

TRANCE ISE}

Mawcu z51H

The Diary beging by zaving that the 25tk was a quiet
day, but it ended in anything but that atmoes r]!ﬂr'L
We had a geod view of the roads on the mdge in fi']r:jm; ti
Maricourt and directed our Lewis guns on to 1l -f
excellent targsts, along which the enemy moved censel :Elj
eastward. I.'_J'nc sergeant, who sesmed £o rcga.rd 'ﬂn:LP;;ri:i
gunL &5 i _smper’s weapon, claimed a motor-car and a
dispatch rider.  After we had made the further withdrawal
glong the Canal Bank relerred to above, IJI;: ET1EM mz;
2 very %mavy‘ attack on ouor flanks and press-cu:'l ticgz b; Ii
so quickly thal we were nearly surrounded again, H :
ever, about {nidnight we extricatad mf_'-'sél;*ear in. UE_
ﬂi‘Lﬂf]‘lE:‘:S. and were ordercd to {all back aé far i
He1:uocoqrt—Prcanc. The ensmy had now resched Ia:
Maisonette Ridge; we dug in and in some ca.scﬂl = i 1
the old trenches of 1976, e

We lost one more Officer.

MarcE 26TH

aggilr ;’fﬁﬂ;ﬂi&r hr_:‘ thE; night was quiet, but the snemy
tacked the mght of the Divisio nt v
e visienal Froni very
\ awn on the z6th and dr in t i
e ., ; G rove in the 1THIO
Cﬂ'v'g:llfi-;' ;whmh rendered vet another retreat incvitable.
]_m_tl;er j_-.l}i; the IIInth Brigade we took up a position
18 rrar = hile :
e or a short while, but were unahble o
Our backs were t
: acks were o the wall; we fell back fghti
S : vall ; aclk fightin
= mtl:::ﬂ imnt of the 16th Division, quits out of iﬁe ]...::LE
T we were ordered to follow—towards Cappy
e mat.::;f]iﬁ-d our nl-:vn Ie’rl':ﬁ}lg Division (being assisted
e ¥ by artillery firing over open sights) by a
o _:1]_11.te rearguard ackion, eventually jomimg “he
g tonl} Tm: which was being established from Fm‘m—
o I’I'[in-.rl.-:_-ﬂl oyart, near the main Amiens Road. ** They
Of the nﬂl&m@:tﬂer, %,h.c}'_ar-r: oomlzsed,” said }Taapolc-c;n
Guard, at Waterloo, and Brig-General
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Armytage might well have said the same thing of his

Brigade, [or in this retitement, all units wers mixed up in.

inextricalle confusion, i
Tr. our new position we were heavily shelled, but our

deplated number of Officers was not reduced during this

day.
TarcH 27TH

The disastrons retrogression centinued on the a7th.
After another quiet night spent wrapped in the blanksts
and quilts of the good peaple of Provart, 1he ensmy de-
livercd heavy counter-attacks on usat daybreak. We were
exhausted, but more bellicose than usual, and determined
that if defeat was inevitable, victary should not be very
agreeable. We inflicted enormous losses on the oncoming
Germans @ so many, In fact, that, though we had again X
given ground, he desisted his onslanghts and arrested his
dvance for & while. Flowever, he broke through the
ThHth Division on our Jeft and at I1.30 aun. CUb Brigade
had once more to form a defensive flank, |
We were drniven back a littls from our position, but the
r18th Brigads made a most enecessful counter-ztiack,
and ence morz the line was established. )
By z pm. the situation had again become ssrious,
the ememny were now behind us in Maricourt, having
crossed the Somme at Choisy. The 16th Division had had
{0 Tetire fusher. Two DBatialions of Duarhams and!
Devons were mshed up and counter-atiacked, and thougi
they religved the pressure for a while, they wstre Llot'*-_':g:_,f?_j:l
successhl. At 4 pan. the Divisional Commander, MajoL
General Fectham, personally organised twe counti
otincks with mixed trocps of the Division, but these
gallantly improvised onskughts conld not alter the mam
Tacts. “The whole Division, now near La Molicen Sanferit
was surrounded on three sides, and, furlhermore, for B8
frst time during these disastrons days the marvellots
rosourees of the supply servies could not cope Wit

the situation. ITow could they ? The cnemy N
I
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between us and our milhead,  We had no rations that I
. night,

Ia this situation ths Brigede Commanders decided to
retirg, but a delayed message armiving from Divisional
Headquarters probdbited this conrse, We were told to
hold om at all eosts, though “ all costs ™ prasumably did
not include being surrounded |

At all cvents, we romained where we were, with the ‘
enemy bshind us ths whele night,

We had lost two more Ollicers, including the Qfficer
Commanding the Battalion, Captain Harrison. |

Marca 28710

The 28th, so to speak, began early, for at T am. we
received information that the enemy had crossed ths
Somme further south, had captured La Motte in our TEar,
and were still advancing,

Scme hours later we were ordered by Corgs Headquarters
to withdraw to Caysux, but the order was too late for some I
of the Division and for the rest the withdrawal was more |
difficult than it would have been carlier wnder cover of
darkness. So latc was it that Brig.-General Bellingham, '
G.OLC 138th Infantry Brigade, was captured, with his |
Brigade Major. -

We started at 7 a.m. under intense and well-irected
shell fire and reached a wood—Buis de Pienet—where we
formed & defensive flank on the Marcelcave-Wiencourt

i ' line. After some heurs, the Germans attacked and were
i Tepulzed by ousselves and Carey’s Torce with hea |
losses, leaving four prizoners in our hands. - |
Later that day, as the enemy had advanced further in
OUT 1eaz, we were ordered to move back to high ground
ar Aubercourt. The German artillery was continuonsly
shelling g the while, The Division was now organised
Mt two Brigades, each 350 streng.  Rations eame up
84, and darkness dsscended, bringing quiet and
O9Scurity both to the landscape and the situation,
© casualties among the Officers occurred on the 28th.
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MarcO 20TH )|
The 2gth saw no infantry action, but a barrage was.
put down on the new line we were assiduously making, :
and tlhe bombardment comtinued thromghout the dag.
As s known, the encmy had put his fust ouncs into this
attack, and though his casualtics must have beer appalling
the cwarms centinually being hrought into action Were
astounding, Tz numbers were cver reinforced ; we were
2 dwindling handful, Each Brizade of the Division
numbered under 100 men per battalion, i
In the afternoon of this day the G.O.C. 35th Divisicn,
Major-General Feetharn, was killed. 8
“Ihe relreat had been a crescendo of magnilicent rear-
guard aclions, The next day saw the consummation.

o

MaRCH 30TII [l |]

We started by withdrawing to Hangard Wood, where ,'
we rested, but not for long, as the enemy had scon
advanced as far as Hangard on the other side of the Il
cver. Orders were Teceived Lo concenirate and prepare
for & counter-atiack, and half an hour later we moved
forward and grtacked ths tidge norih of Hangard Wood.
We drove the encmy Dacl and oncs mers inflicted heayy
casualiies. Here we “dug in” with our entrenching
tools nnder the lash of his high explosive and maching
gun fire. There followed o counter-attack at IT am,
' which turmnsd our position.  We wers compellcd to far
ourselves into a defensive flank, and later to withd
rapidly to Tangard Wood, where we reassembled
made a hurrizd reorparisation, | 3
The semicr Officer left was Second-Lieut. G. Powell, wha

| led an attack m which we regained the position om A28

Ao e A o 3 . T ¥ AT i s
ridge we had lost a few hours before. We capiuledissas ¥, COMTAINTSG Mpsowrial RALL ©

(L cpee s e aF THE 10TH SHERWOOL FORZITRs,

eriemy machine gun and turmed it on 1ts OWNSLS. {Jn ©
right omee more the sncmy counter-atiacked, and
we bad to retire, but our cauntless gommander was
| tn be denied his caplurs. Again he reonmed
dwindling companics and led a final attack, which

B ., "
BV THE DUNE aHe DocHESS OF DsvosHing,
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mare swept us into our former pesition on the ridge—
300 yards ahead. Tn popular parlance, the enemy then
“eauve us best,” and we were able to hand over our
hardly wom pesition to the Anzac troops who relieved us
in the course of the night,

During this Jast day the Battalion had suflered terribly
heavy casualties, including two more Officers.

Second-Licut. Powell Ied out the remnant—two Oficers
and 60 other ranks—though the stragglers who came in
during that day and the next brought our establishment
up to 150.

So ended our second visit to the Somme. On the frst
occasion we had spent in ths melting pot as long a period
as any other unit. On the second occasion, it may be
confidently nsserted no other Battalion spentr Innger.
The Commander-in-Chief's famous Order of the Day that
every position must be held to the last, had been faithfully
and devotedly carried out.  There were not cnough of us
left to do mare. This, cur last action, though a losing
one, had ended with a victory so far as we were concerned,
and, moreover, the ten days’ hattle had been fought in a
manner worthy of our own past, of oor traditicns and of
the great and famous regiment of which we formed a part.
Once more we reach the end of a chapter—a sad, a
tragic—but & far from inglorious one.

Befare clozsing it, however, the historizn would mention
the awards conferred for gallantry by Iis Majesty the

ng 85 well as the easualties—those awards no less
“distinguished which were given by our enemies.

These latter were -—
J OFFICERS

*Lieut -Colanel J. R. Webster, D.S.O., MC,
Eilled, 23/3/18,

Ma}pr_H, R. Stevens, M.C., wounded, 24/3/18.

EQPI'&J_H L. J. B. Marrison, killed, 27,3/18.

Aptain T. C. 0. Williams, M.C., died of wounds,
27/3(18.

‘sut. . H. Gosling, M.C., wounded, 52/3/18.
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Licut. C. E. Garland, wounded, 23/3/18.

Licut, B. €. Davies, M.C,, wounded, 31/3/15.
Lient. G. Resce, wounded, 22/3/15.

Lieut. R M. Dryan, wounded, 31,/3,/18.
Second-Lisut. E. I, Wilson, wounded, 22/3/18.
Sacomd-Lieut, T. Powell, woundad, 22/3/18.
Second-Liewt. B, W. Barker, wounded, 23/3/18.
Second-Lient. C. T, Allen, woundsd, 22/3,/18.
Second-Licut. W, 1. Foxan, weounded, 31/7/18.
Second-Lieut. I, Drabble, wounded, 24/3/18.
Second-Tieut. C. B, Robinson, wounded, 3T/3/15.
Second-Licut. G, E. Wood, wounded, 27/3/18.
Socond-Licut. C. T Rollason, wonndsd, 30/3/18.
Second-Lieut. A. G. Tlelloway, killed, 24,/3/78.

. N

Second-Lieat. N, 8 Dye, wounded and rnis-siug_l.;llI
25/3/18. 1

Seeomd-Lient. H, B. Buswell, wounded and missing, =
31/3/18.

I

Seeond-Licut. F. Nurse, missing, 30/3/18. i
#Ljcut.-Colonel J. B, Webster had been our (ﬂmma.ndmg:éx y
Offices [or six manths, and 1y his kindly, considerate and.
exceptionally gallant personzlity had camed the respe
and affection of all ranks., The historian has not felt

falls within his province to write appreciations of
individual Offcers, but he cannot refrein from paying a@
very high Ltibute to Colonel Webster's character and his
very remarkeble qualities ol leadership. He died as he

had Nived, coorageously, intrepidly and comcimtim;_l'si_._
doing his duty. : :
OToER RANES. =

Killed, 14; wounded, 181 ; missing, 104 ; fotal all’
ranks, 521, L
DECORATIONS.
D.5.0. Major R. L. Ilingworlh, M.C. @
tached te goth Division. ;

Second-Licut. G. Powell.

Bar to M.M. CSM. B. Walker,

Sgt. J. Page.
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The following received from the Divisional Commander

cards of appreciation of their courage and devotion to
duty during these operations :—

Major B. L. Hlingwarth, D.S.0,, M.C,

Second-Licut, G, Powell, 1.5.0,

C.5.M. Iliffe, J.

5.0, Walker, B,

Set. Adams, A.

Sgt. Morley, T.

Cpl. Reynolds, T.

L/cpl. Foster, J. 5.

L/cpl. Hewitr, L.

Lfcpl, Less, W.

Pte: Baines, F.

Pie. Martin, W, W.

Pie. Moore, A, (.

Pte. Rayment, W,




CHAPTER FIII
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BELGIUM

VFRES AGAIN
Tur Last FicAT

L begin another—a very shori- ~chapter. The

War wes ot over, but as a Baitalion we Were.
The ggth Division, with scveral others, whose units =
had suffered somsthing like annihilazion in the Great

Retreat, was nover retnforoed. _
fight, we =till existed ag an entily, theugh we fonght but
45 two Companies, this history would be incomplets
withour sorne account of our fpal encounter with the

IIgwever, as m our st

SNEmy.

There were two
which must be boraoe i mind, s bolh
subsequent devolution. '

‘[he arst was that, owing [0 Pressure from the encmy
on the dangerous salient inoour front canssd by He
Portuguese veliremend on Apeil gth, and owing alzo [
the fact that the Sccond ATy consisting of T4 DivisIORs
had besn depleted by & Gencral Sir Herbert Plumer
found himscli towards the end of the month compelled 108
evacuate all the ground won in IGT7 and to sherfen ’iii_E.i]I
line round ¥ pres. _ {

The second was that the American Expeditionary Foree
was beginning to arrive in France, Ml

With these two mew conditions in our minds the
story may be resumed from the point we left 1t on Mﬂmjf
3oth.

REORGAFIEATION 8

During the night of March 3oth we marched tﬁfﬂ‘?ﬁi]
Villers Brettoneox to billets at Longeal, & suburb
Amiens, where we arrived about b a.m.

At 4 pan. on that afternoon motor lorries ¢0

factors in the sitnation at the iime N
influenced our

nvey ed il

of the
and we were thps

Madeup of 15 Ofpe
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survivors to Bovilles, where the next day 7o details and

stragglers were warmly welcomed back to the fald.
After twenty-four hours spent in rest, in reorganisation

and in re-cquipping outselves, we marched to Metigny

~and the following day (o Toreeville.  We were inspected

on the line of ziarch by the new 3 iwvisi
Major-General Blsu:klwk}: E.M.G: gg‘g R
'1‘!101‘4:: followed twa or three days of 1::-‘-,5t ard then
,-'5!_131:5]_ 4th our march was resumed to Flcq;ﬁére; wh-cl .
again & much-appreciated halt was called. 2
On the 5th “ A and "D* Companies, detailed as
Brigade ::!Eetta.r.ru'.ﬂg pariv, moved by train tlu St. O
and were followed by the remainder of us on the rﬂ.‘l =
.me. St. Omer we marched to Moulle, and E::-?:k av
bﬂjet._k; in a world which knew not ﬂ'u:, war, and iGW'I
].I}CFE.}.LI‘_',.F wzlth which we were already familiar l ik
_ From this point the stream of our n.c"tivi.tie. i i
1{11{::: three tributaries, and for the sake of cla.rit; ﬁ:&ﬁ
ollow 'I'_Lle f?ﬁtm:cs of cach separately for the next month
Wh[;:]h{:lr_-e.iltuatzon on the front of the Second An:uj‘. to
ghie :—* were now transferred, was so serions that even
T attered, battered, war-wom remmant could fot
Gmg; TP{ESL j[t was necessary for ns to fill a gap in
Th.e‘ - ;;TLEE:: I}T,I'E’ and not only to GlLiL, but 4o held it
o gn : mmﬂn had rthc:r::'ioz'-:-. been ordered  to
i tzd ! [;}f | dis survivars i composite Brigade
5 4‘:'3]3“1?13&“1].%2 B.—u- 39th Divisional Composite Brigade ™)
T .ﬁ:ﬁ L]-j_iﬂ.:npal_!}' na‘mcd 1,23 and 4, In
Erigade Wa-; il these instructions the 1r7th Infantry
& nstructed to [omm o compos aztali
posite Baztalion

, irom its threp units,

Byn
i gﬂi‘:ﬁ:g Emrtgth had increased through the arrival
sickl-qbgﬁ :1: the m]_l of all details and the return
) r o casualiles and the shghtly gassed.
enabled to supply two Companies
known as No. 3 Composite Battalion)
ers and 440 Other Ranks, 8 Lewis gunr:
[ranzport. The Battalion was under

(orwhat was o pe

the First Tida
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the command of Lieut.-Colonel the Hon, E. Coke, DS.O,,
[6th Batialion Rifle Brigade, with Capiain J. W, Jo
Millar, .50, DNCM., as Eemrl{'i—i_u-{:m11111a1.nd, and
Captain G, V. Taylor, D50, M.C., 186th Battalion Bafle
ierade, ag Adjutant.
Bng‘:a l?l‘iic remainder of us moved on the 11th to the 8
Recques area, where we were nstructed to s‘uppiy further !
detalls to farm another—No, §5—Compoesite Battalion,
for service at Borre, where its duty was to protect
Hazebroucke, which it was [cared the cnemy would try
an’%l:ik;arty lest us on the 13th, under the mmmﬂ.mi‘ of A
Lient.-Colonel C. H. M. Seymour, D.5.0., 1yth Battalion
King's Royal Rifles. thil: 1 S0
(3) Those of us who staved be‘rmlﬂ: in the ]:\!::{:QJIE? -:Ll'g_a_{.
were organise] as a Cadre Bati.:?hcm, fc_n: affilistion to
units of the 77th Amcrican Division, which was shortly
to arrivein the Recques area.  Ourmumbers were 2 Officers
and 34 Other Ranks. |

WeTSCHAETE
(1) We will follow the first tributary, Eii'o. 3 CGTJ'IPDEIH._‘:::
Battalicn, of which the Chatsworth Rifles mnstuutmi.. ."
« A" and *“ B " Companjes. Among the oificers who accart=
panied it were Second Lieut. Smalley. Transport Dﬁt_:ﬁr,._.:\_ ;
Captain S. J. L. Lindeman, Medical Officer, Majer ﬂnllu_-_lsif: 1S
Captains Wright and Clayton, Ligut. Smith, Sec:gg_._._: !
Lieuis. Moore, Powell, Smith and TEdwards. Fach mm: :
pany was 104 strong. Alter an inspection by the TEw i
Divisional Cemmander, Major-General Blacklock, earlict 8
in the cvening, these paraded in Moulle Square .E't 2 illﬂl
on April zxth, and moved ofl 1o St. Omer Sta |
where thev entrained. They arrived at Tv‘Ia.:.tLFﬁlﬂulrs i |
at IT a.m. aid marched o Alberta Camp, Rer}mgb?_ _,:
where they remained i1l § a.m. the next moming, "-"';m
the somewhat sinister instructions to be ready to mO¥E b
at half-an-hour's notice. e
The historian has throughout this narrative mmpl_amaﬂ- \
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with the [requency znd regularity of a Wagneriam faid
aotif of the difficulty he experiences in describing a
baitle, At this stage in our history it i3 not
perhaps d;:si_r:ahl-:_thz-.t dczcr_iptions shmdcl_ hr_z =0 fu_ldl as
heretofore, but whether desirable or not it is certainly
impossible, beciase the records are zo fow and scanty.
There is no Brigade account by which to check facts.
‘[he Diary has been very laconically kepl. The survivors
are fow and not within rench, while—a far more serious
handicap—ithe organisation was ternporary and ephemeral,
and was changed from day to day as actual exigencies
or future policy dictated.  However, an aspiration
towards completensss and a desire to do justice to the
cxceptional gallantry shown during tiose last few days,
combine to imps] the historian to make an attempt to
give some account of the operations which then tock
place.

Having explained the propostion of the Compesite
Battalion supplied by the Chatsworth Rifles, it will be
convenient to resume ths use of the first person plural.

t was a fur from encouraging prespect that met our
eves when we found ourselves once more in the Salient.
Camps, woods and reads, which in the previous  July
had been relatively salubrious, and which, after July g1st,
had becoms as sufe as Salishury Plain, were now in the
battle zone. The change in conditions was very socn
emphasised,

'f’tt 5am. om April 12th we moved by light milway
from Cuderdam to Jellicoe Sidings, near Zevecoten, and
Wwere billeted in Forester's Camp on the Ypres-Kemmel
Rfm.d* where we came under the orders of the zrst
Division,

Wuﬂ-und th%‘- I3th we moved to familiar haunts in Ridge
l‘etrer-:g :whilril WE s::mn.Immd WaE 11{_#,_ the q_ulct sylvan
mﬂtl‘l]:ng?{ef J:;d kliU'."JE it an former visils, as in frh.e. early

vily shl:ll 11& ?.?ﬂ!: fflt cne and a half houors, it Wil 50
in all flﬂ:::_:t icrc tjmh‘:,-g s amd 2'2's that we 1_1ad Lo acaiter

ns.  Several huts were demolished, 2 other
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ranks were killed and 11 wounded. We retired later in
the morning to Scottish Wood Camp, half a mile to the
notrth.

The samec evening “ A" and “B " Companiss, No. 3
Composite Battalion, under the cormmmand of Capiain
J. W. J. Millar, were placed wnder the orders of the
26th Infantry Brigade, gth 1hvision, and took over the
front line at Wytschaste Ridge, in front of the Grand
Bois de Wrytschaete, where we wWetc to support the
#th Battalion Seaforih Highlanders.

To realise the desperute pature of the next few days
it should be remembered that in the previous menths
Witschaete Ridge had been eld Ly . iour strong
Apstralian Divisions, Now three Brigades, weakened by
the fighting in the south, faced this famoeus eminences in
the Belgian plain.

We reached the line about 6 pa., and at 7.45 pam..
sdvanced to attack the Ridge, 1,000 yards ahead. The
arders Sor this operation were cither the result of a last
mement mspiration or much delayed, as we only received
them in time to stert fifteen minutes after the barrage
had fallen. Tt is thersfore not surprising that we were

not successfil in capturing the wholz of our objective;

thoogh we gal
and & machine gons.
Chur casualtics were very heavy i—
Kiiled —
13 Other Hanks.
Died of wounds.—
# Other Ranks.
Wonnded.— -
Captain J. W. J. Millar, D.5.0., D.C.IL
Ceplain W. E. Wright, M.C. '
Second Lieut. L. C. Smith.
Seeond Lient, W. Edwards (early on the b}
=a (ther Ranks.
Mizsing —
§ Other Ranks,

n=d some Soo yards and tock 40 prisonars

iRk

o G THE
ING THE Batranion’s MovEMERNTS (VERSEAS,

Frawver v. BErGTTM
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After onr attack we suffered ssveral more casualbies
from enemy snipers, whose shooting was very accurate,
but the shelling was more or less confined to the back
areas.  The former, however, rendered the evacuation of
casualiies exiremely difficalt, as they fired on all stretches

rties, and many wounded had to be leit on the field
41 darkness fell. In this situation of discomdfort and
ipsecurity, and with dangerously depleted ranks, we held
on, with ©* C”" and * D Compardes now in support of us,
i1l the night of the r7th-18ih, when we were relieved
by the South Africans (whese attempt on the Ridge at
5 a.m.on the 17th had been repulsed with heavy casualties),
and returmed to Scottish Wood Camp to rest.

Hest | Trom midnight on the zgth 4ill 3 a.m. the next
day a crescendo of shelling was maintained. We were
eventually driven out of the camp and scught refuge in
dug-outs in English Wood, one Officer having been killed
and one wounded, in zddilion {o 11 Olher Ranks., Many
huts were destroyed, including the Headquarters Mess ;
fifteen 3-g holes were counted within 2o yards of the
latter.

At 7.30 pom. on the zgth " A" and “ B " Companies,
now reorganised as one Company, 180 strong, under the
command of Caplain Clayton, were sent up to relieve the
Eifle Companics * €7 and “ D " at Wylschaete.

While passing Seddon Camp at Confusion Commer, a
shell wounded Captain Clayton and Second Lisut, Moore
(the latter died a few hours later), and the only officers
left were Second Licut. G. Powell and Lieut. A, H. Strutt.
W r-frmm'ned in the line at Wytschaete till relief the
fallowing evening, and suffered six more casualties.

We maved to Awapunt Lines Camp 2t 4 am. on the
21st, and remained there for lour days, under shell fire,
_?5_ restrve Battalion to our Composite Brigade, sulfering
;'rci Wore casuallies to our diminishing platocns. At
ﬁ;? ;:E!- on the 25th we were ronsed by such heavy shell

thick gas that we had once more to evacuate

QUT guarters Licut.Colongl the Hon. E. Coke was

1]




T A e T B et

202 THE SHERWOOD FORESTERS

pagsed and becime a casuzlty, the command of fie
Bailalion prssing to Captain G. V. Taylor. Later in the
merning we were orfered to the (3.0, Sezcond Line,
romming from Ridge Wood to Kruisstreathock.

We marched there still undsr heavy shell fire and were
in position by midday, only 10 find gursclves in conditions
imilar 1o those we had experisnced on several occosions
during the Retreat in {oe Sooth, as the enemy Wers:
alrendy advancing round our fanls.

Thev had Lroken through at Vierstraat Cross Roads
in the neighbovrhood of Kemmel, and In consequence
we were immediately ordered to withdraw and form a
right defensive flank [rom Vicrstraat Cross Roads through
Confusion Cormer to the southern edge of Dickebusch
Lake, mear Hallehast Cormer—our Company being

ccheloned hehird the Companics of the 17th Battalbion
King's Royal Rifles and the 16th Battalion Rifle Brigade,
where 21l procecded to dig themselves in,  We suffered
only two casualtics in this mancuvre, though sireams
of wounded of all Divisions passed threngh Captain
Lindeman's Ald Post al Vielhoele Chateau. The next
dey, however, grimly holding our ground, cost 08 another
heavy casualty List :—Killed, © Other Ranks ; Wounded,
5 Other Ranks; Missing, 2T Other Hanksz.

An eyewitness who had served In tlie Brigads since we
came out, has informed the tistoman that this was one of
the hardest day's fighting we experiznced in the whole
war.
Gun Company and o Company of a Septiish Regiment.
The machine guns were pushed well forward and with

{he Lewis guns made remendous havoo among the on-

coming Germans. The enemy attacked arain and agails
hut we leld oor ground and did not give w:
a fine example of dogged grit and detcrmina
cansed enormous casualties to the cnemy. !

The severity of the conditions in which ws had SPf“'t k'
r numbers, The =
days

1y a foot—
o, which

the provious week s reflected in ou
Composile Battalion, whose strength had a few

We were reinforced by 2 sections of the Magchine =
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before hesn 8ou, consisted on the 26th C i
i 518 a3 of 2z Companies
rgo each, and Battalion Headguarters, <o, A
1 On thevzoz h our Company was withdraws o the G.I1.Q
line at 1FDC|]_'H‘E_[—‘-ZEEIL—;, where we came tempomurily nnder
the arders of No. z Composite Battalion. ] ’
In ﬂ'ﬂ.? position 'ﬁ: again rezewed our recent expesiences
on the Somme, for by the 27th Ridge Wood and Voorme-
weple WETEIP"-_FT of the front line, and we fought what
fc,mmmted toarcarguard action all day. Timay, howsever
he E_dlded that ut the end oi it we had again not lost ""-‘ﬂl‘lnll-l
'_1‘1115 was our final day in the trenches, as v:; Wf-‘rf-;
relicved that night, and withdrew to Dominion Ean;p
ne:ﬁ:?‘. ]?-115.ﬂ<r._lum.-:f1. It is therefore with the moze regrr:t’
th_a,r,l the Iﬂatﬂnan records the last casualty among our
original officers. During the relief, while lem]inz the
remmant of us forever out of the firing Mne, LicuL. A H
St_mtt wis mortally wounded. ' S
Five other ranks disd of we
) : gl of wounds and 26 wers w
during the last stand. ki e
Déf:elislzfgimfdﬁﬁmni Licut, G, Powell, .5.0., the only
Hlces . led out the survivors ttali s
sty 3 ors of the Battalion. They
Cn Nos, 2 and i
o r-i:}::]ziﬂ-l .1\ o5, 2 3 Composzite Battalions, whose
o dﬁ[ﬂ eert, to some extent, mereased by stragglers
: ; § 8 ¥ oallag e
e ally, Awerg amalgamated under Licut.-Colonel
ﬂk}ﬂf on, Oficer Comunandin ‘12t Battuli
T : g r/ic attalion Hert-
2 fgrunm“ -JE, E.I:li:l. his first duty was to direct our
i umm{mu Camp, which the encmy was
Ohotforus.  Twelve athe : ‘onmde
S other ranks were wounded

WE: TEIT411 x 5
Composite B T-l. 2 the Salient until May 5th, when the
POrt, we réjo?}.éah{f l:ms disbaruled, and, with our trans-
the training cadre 1 i
Our total casualties had |J§E§i:_re At v sy ke

Officers, Other Ranlks.

Kifled

Wounnded . 2 20

M‘iS&‘g—w_g 5 Iid
. = b2 213
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The following subsequently received, from the Divisional
Commander, Cards of Appreciation of their gallantry and
devotion to duty during these operations in the Salient :—

Captain C. Clayton.
Sgt. Shaw, W. i
Pte. Parker, A E.

A congratulatory message was received later from
Major-General D, G. ML Campbell, C.B., GOC. zist
Division, referring to the splendid wark done by the
3gth Divisional Compasite Brigade, and on May 6ih the
G.0.C. XXIT Carps visited the Hecgnes arei in order
personally to cxpress his congratdlations to those who ==
had served under him in that teraporary formation.

HAZEBROTCK

(z) The fortuncs of the sccond tributary may be very
bricfly narrated. As has been staled, they had been 8
sent to take up a position outside Hazebrouck, where
they had been temporanly attached to one of the Guards
Brigades in reserve to an Austrolian Division. The'
threatened danger to Hazebrouck did not materialise,
and the comiingent, baving suffered few casualfies.
rejoined us at Recques on the last day of April.

The first two tribuiaries had mow rejoined the third,
whose activitizs we will follow in the next chapter mml- \
they are once more merged in an account of the main

sireaTm.

CHAPTER IX

TFTRANCE
ToE AVERICAN:—INSSOLUTION
REcouns

F we had no more fighting 0 do, we had one more
important .d}ﬂ.}r to perform. The Amesicans h.ad
begun to arrive in France in large numbers, fresh, kesn
sangmne, and m sume casces not a little depz‘eciut’ur}: {u;
ourselves, who, in their opinion, had taken so long over,
and had mot yet succecded in finishing, ths war. It.
was 10 be our duty to train lhem for active ssrvice
cr:ud:t_um; with which we were only too i":lrrqilis-.rw and
of which they were completely ignorant. ﬁcc{nd;_ngijr
:15_ :]kasl lgeen ngted. we were instructed to form a cadre’
skeleton tali raini i ,
Ry , battalion for training certain of the American
(3) The training cadre moved i
. ; red I the szcond week in
iII;'u:{I ﬂf;ﬂ:;l Moulle to the Recques area, and the  polishing
L B 12 nstructors f Sir W ;
B e ga?;:tﬂr for their work then procesded for
Qur contingent, und i
! L, er Licul-Colonmel Cass i
) v, M.C,
g ¢ assumed command of us on the 14th, consisted of
Uﬁcm'rh hisanril 34 Uther Ranks,
& histordan is i
o Eattmn I;S Indebted to Captain F. L. Brown,
e ing's Royal Rifles, for the following
Eﬁaﬁum were in the meantime being made for
Division mﬂf th_c 154th Brigade of the 77th American
Trﬂiﬁing' fﬂx:i]?t?mh our Brigade was to be affiliated.
Hade 4 8 were recommoitred and arrangements
made for the deirainin erican
i = of the Am troops at
18l onwards they began to arrive
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in the area, and tae Infantry Regimsnts —the 307th and
the jo8th—were billeted in ths Zeuafques-Toumehem-
Touchss arca and the Zutl-;erquE—Bﬂycnghem—ﬂcllabmucq
aren respectively. On April 24ih training began in
pATIeSst,

“ This was camried eut in accordance with a weekly
programme hased on what was known as " The Pershing:
Schedule, a graded system issued by Amcrican G.H.Q.
In this traiming, officers and N.C.O.'s of the Brigade
details co-operated with advice, supervision and leetures,
and to each American battalion was attached an instruc-
tional staff for specialist imstruerion in muskstry, gas,
bombing, Lewls gun and physical exercises. Dor this
latter purpose, a mumbsr ol AGS. Insfroctors were
aitached to the Brigade. Twoe demonstration platoons
from the HLAC, also reported, 10 jeach by example
each American mepiment. A central Cookery School was
cctablished in Recdues, and in addition, the gnand
Engineer Regiment, A FET., the zosth Machine Gun
Battalion, and the zoand American  Signal Company
recsived practical hints in their respective branches of
warfare. The Amcricans were also introduced to the
highter side of military life, for Lwo performances Were ]
given hy the 39ih Divisienal * Tollisz.” _

¢S far as was possible each American Officer and
N.C.0. who took part in the training had with him &
British Officer or N.C.0O. of corresponding rank, whio was
responsible for his guidance. The training was practically

e same as that carried out by the British Army. The¥

were taught musketry, and ared on the ranges which bad

Dbeen specially made for them before their arrival § they

learnt baitle formations and trench digging, and Were:

shown how to work with the artillery and what =i

“ barrage * meant.

“ The system worked well, and in a very short tine the

Americans seemed to be guite at home and on the best \
The ’j'?_‘_th 5

of terms with their English instructars.
Division came from New York City, and was VEEX
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casinc-po_FiLan._ Lt seemed to nclude men of every whit
s tl?m]lﬁy: itz members were reported to have s uk:aﬂ
gic ten languages—and some could only speak Gu;r?tanl-ll

At ﬁrf.t their little superficial poculiaritios
strange. Their ¢ P]-Hl'!-.‘:'-[:':d A 1;011 i X n_-.LPPEE.TEd
P M B 5 Al Inwvard
formula of introdoction, their continual ha,ml‘? ?mme
and constant referemces to * skedules ! made +1 E ldfmg

o i 12 Bnglish-
man SooT _mcuh:?e that he had to adapt himself to ag ish
point of view. But it was not long hefore everyane ;E:;
I:lﬁ;;nme accustomed to cach other, and after o while if ;1
g EU: :"E"b stopped on the road by a * dongh-boy. wh
said, ' Say, guy | Can you tell me g
garden city 7’ he unti;vrutuod ’;;:athn nrl?}c B, i
;i 1, i ¥ied L g disTespec A
mtfnc;%.d, :L_url that the " dough-boy * was m Prell:r t 1:“1”
Pﬂﬁc inquiry as to his whercaboats, " e R
he sight of the ollicers and me 3
EEs e o 1EN QAW 1P Lodet :
‘-I]:f;les to 00 their hilly cans at dinner tirrf:a siﬁr her in
e ] 1 g "-]Ed .
1.5:1]_1{;11: practical example of democratic principles :0{:
LA RO B Ex 10T

o ' _‘l.-x-.—.re not quite prepared, but Pd"ﬂf‘qf,—: i
ally 1Y ITh PPN T x - z ]

e * ¥ in the :a?:,mﬁam when we came on a hody of

by =moki m“j&r_ by scrgeents, while the officers s

smoking.  Such inconsistonc T sk
monised by recognising that - icles could only he har-

e v grusing that the American troops had no

“ = tary discipline in our sense of the term
owever, what really matiersd was - AT

keen, thes S zrsil was that (hey v

s toese Americans—kes 1 it

Lo get first-hamd info il to learn all that they could ;

apply it in their 4r"jf]:|.1]'In'ELLmf.1 of active operations, and to

o ey e Ree i,

that the firse ﬂ;;lf oo subsequently, thereis no doubt

of Jineois Mcan traops came to France jn no spir
- Ecizm, but Ml a - "B JIL I SPATIL

Allies, who hiad been ppreciated what was due to iheir

realisj MaC been fighting since the beginni

z l..!ll]g thﬁll" oW ]-H-'C-k of 2 i Lo ﬁgiﬂ.ﬂﬂlg' 3ﬂd,

It as sq it experience, wers out to remedy

: Om as possil a0 [
i the lina, possilile, so that they could take their pluce

i D]l :M: 10 !
Iawl‘ﬁitce.:lI?I é% l[g‘lﬁ}ltﬁGmeml the Hon. Sir. H. A
of the -8, Lhief of the General Staff, visited 1;nitg.l;

srican 1= i
I34th Brigade, and on May zzth and
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I4th—]jitl-:—, more than three wecks since they had amived
at Audricg—the 307th and zo8th Infantry TRegiments
were moved away to the Third Army aren.”

In the meantime, as has heen shown, the sOrVIVOLS of
the Composite Battalion tad rejeined us daring the first
weck in May and, though terribly reduced in numbers,
wa could call ourselves & Pattalion once more,  Fora
bricf spsll all thros tributaries were combined into one:
strzam and large pmbers of ns were eI oved as working
parties for improving the training grounds. The fnal
process of disinkegra iom,

day by day draftz and imdividuals left us io reinforce
other units. This last wecl or S0 WES brightened by 2

foothall match against the 1oth Depot Arny Ordnanee

Department (inwhich we drew with them, one paal Eﬂchl |

Battalion sporls, & goncert and a Brigade Horse Show.
Frequent orders for drafts to be sent 10 other battalions:

of the Regiment carricd on the war of attrition against

e mmbers, which the nd.

the hatile of Wytschacte Ridge had continued.  The

process Was completed on May 6th, when all ptﬂ'bﬁ]lﬂe{c

sorplus to the cadre Were <ot down to the base and were
lost to us for good, though many wore Jilled and wormded
later, fighting in other battalions of the famoas Regiment
+o which we all belonged. 2l
We wers Dow onee THOTS reduced to a cadre, and onE
fmal dissoluticn may well appear to be et at Tand,
bz, like Charles 11, we were an mconscionable 1on
time dying, and the historian finds

he has still OVEL
year's minor activities to record.

[ |

MENTQUE

As a training staff, we moved on the 24th to Mentque
where we setiled into comfort oble billeis 10 CPET ConItE
~ Here we supplicd 15 other tanks as a Grenade Sectic
. \gth Divisional Demonsiration Platoan.
26th we arrpnged for the billeting of
umits—the 3oih Tiwnsion, Americall -

Great Retreat had begun and

soon began in earnest, and

—rw
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peditionary Foree—which arrived on the z7th. The
tet and 3Jrd Battalions of the 1rzth Regiment were
affiliated to us, the former heing billeted at Mentque,

“and the latter at Tuglingham,

Far the next five weeks we trained them in the way
they should go, and once mers the historian falls back
on Capfain Brown's acocount ;

“ The traiing of this Division procceded in much
the same way as that of the former ong, and as can he
imagined, the small cadres of the 117th Brigade were
fully occupisd.

* The 3oth Division as a whaole was perhaps not quite
so eager to leamn as the 77th had been.  They were men
of & very dillersnt stamp, and mostly came from the
Southern States. Many of them had splendid physique,
and some of them had zlready had ecxperience of active
service in Mexico. Tor this reason no doubt the training
wis not so new and Intesesting as it ad besn to the men
from MNew York.

“On June rzth the heads of the British Missions with
the Beloinn Army, and General Sir Herbert DPlirmer,
mspected the training of units of the I17th and 1i8th
Amesican Infantry Regiments,

" Another Demonstralion Platoon of the H.AC.
arrived at Recques on June r3th, was zliached io the
Prigade and billeted at Zouaiques, and on the following
day, Fiald Marshal Sir Donglas Halg visited the unirs of
the American sgth Infansry Brigade.”

On June 26th Brig.-General Armytage and the Staff
of the tisth Infantry Brigade took over the fraining
of Lh':? BU’H'.I. d\m il R i ST e <

N Aamerican Ihvision at Samer, and Lieut .-

- Colonel €, 17, N, Seymour, D.5.0., Commanding the 17th

Hﬂ:thlitm King's Royal Rifles, assumed command of the
BTIEELFIE.

.01 June zgth HRH. the Duke of Commaught
g;‘_t‘fd Fassurne and there mspected the s50th Infantry
Juigaﬂe of the American Expeditionary Forcz, On
HEY 4th the Soth American Division was moved into the
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Third Army sren, and the zoth American 1hvision also
left Recques wilhin a few days.” Tt may be added that
some of us continued our tutorial dutiss a litile longer
and accompanizd the Americens into the line for their .
first tour of duty there. i
We must pass hricfly over our own domestic affairs,
during this period, and it is pleasant at the outset 1w
record ihat our Pioneer Sergeant, Sergeant Slacle, who
had been with us since wes werc at Buxton in May, 1915,
conscientions, efcient and quite Imperturbable, was S
mentioned in the Despatches published on the King's i
Birthday. :
Early in May, Captain 5. J. L. Lindeman, R.AMC 8
.G, left us for attachment to another Division. He haidl k-
been our Medical Officer for nearly two years, and the I
news of his departurc was received with great regret.
He had eamed the rcgard and affection of alliy
ranks by his kindly sympathy, his quiet efficiency,
his dry directness and his equanimity in all circum= &
staneces. - ..
On July xoth we lost Captain R. L, Ilingworth, D.SO,
M.C., another of our original officers, and one, mozreoy o
who had served continueusly throughout with us or 1
{he goth Division, and had been conspicuously engaged
in =somec of our most distinguished successes. _ i
A gross-country run and several shooting competitions
(some domestic and some against other Battalions), WEIE!
held in July, In the latier:— -
Against the T7th Battalion King's Royal Rifles we
seored o3T to their 842 out of a possible T,200.
Against the THth Battalion Rifle Brigade we scoret
1,143 egainst their 86g out of a possible 1,320,
On July 25th we moved from Mentque to IWNordasques
-nd on the zéth Brig.-Genernl Armytage and the T1
Brigade Staff rejoined us for a brief spell. o
There followed a fortnight’s recreational traini?
during which we were defeated by Brigade Headguart&is
in the 3gth Divisional Cricket Tournament by 72 Tuns
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36. We showed our independence of the secasons by
defeating the 30th Divisional Signal Company in the Final
of the Divisional Football Competition, 4—o, after which
match our team was presented with a Cup and Medals
by Brig-General A. B. Hubback, C.M.G., commending
the TI8th II_:LEanLr_v Brigade. It is intercsting o record
ihe names of our Team—

Pie. E. N. Morley, Pte. B, Carson
C.5M. B, Walker_ Captain G. Powell.
Fre. W. E. Kopor. Pte, F. Baines
Set. E. Gillatr, Pte. P. Felstead.
C.O.M.5. A G, Tldreth, Sgt. Cavill

Iie. A, E. Goadwin,
from which it may be noted that that valiant veleran
C.0OM. 5. Hildreth was still a foree to be reckoned 'Wiﬂ:l
,ﬁ turther shooting maieh against the 17th JB&Hu]_i.on
K.u;g's Toval Rifles resulted in an easy win, I,i};u;—.x. 387
and m a retwn Footballm zainst t ; ance
fl e T z_zf:-:h against the Army Ordnance

ARANCOURT

Cn Aug'u?t 15th the Brigade was transferred to the Lines

__uf Conununication, and we movad by train from N{miasqu.r:
io Ahanc::urt, which we reached the next day. Hers we
;«‘ﬂr; affilated to the 1g8th Infantry Brigads, commanded
Il:];:d r”.l;‘ltglr.—ﬂjeneral A, j.‘ TMunter; D.5.0,, M.C., and came
e Earﬂerf _::11: E‘b[a:]-::u_r—GenHral H. K. Bethell, CAM.G.,
qu&rhx:'s lif L. 66th Division. Our own PBrigade Head-
Sticking tz L hilss {::EﬁfduLy riLt R::rucn, and the historian,
Valedictory tn“l:-ute_.l , Tesists the temptation lo pay a
e ﬁ;{ﬁ:ﬁ l-'E-Sfl'l we moved by route march to Quesne
but m the mL Cm_lrlf‘h m which we lived under ranvas,
o cantime we had bade another farewell, for
St our ?a'dte. the Rew, J. T, Bloxam, M.C., left

e Wti;h the 313;d Divisiom. Hiz warm hearted,
—des m}'ﬁt 'y, combined with a firm and unfiinching
¥: 218 gentleness allied to a dauntless courags

tl? for d‘-;}_r_}r
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and to that wisdom which is the synonym for ™ an nmder-
standing heart,” had endeared him toall. Inbatieorat
4 {oothall mateh, in the jpenches or atb a concert, our
Padre was always tho same. 1n the fransisnt world
2t the Front he was the one factor which was constant,®
At Teandecourt We played the 7th Battalion Suffolle
Eegiment, and defsated them, 5—3 aroturn mateh a few
days later copsicerably increasing our margin of viclory,
4—1. This trivmph was nentralised by amatch against

the 18th Battalion Morthumberland Fusiliers, which we I

lost, T—0.
On September Tst E.S.M. Pepper, M.C., retired from

the acltive list om reaching the ags lmit, e was among

the first to jein the Battalicn, and had served us con-
tinmously ever since. His femiliar figore, his great
experience 2nd his Joyal and efficient service had seemed
an essential part of oUT DEIE, and his departureleft a gap.
which made us feel we must be Very nest onr diszolution.

On September 4th His Majesty the King awarded the

Meritorious Service Medal Lo i —

C.Q.M.5. 5, Parsons. W

Sgt. A Cobb. -

Sgr. J. Rowan. i

(i the 2Tst we came under the orders of the g7th
Tnfantry Brigade, commanded by Prig.-General . L
Wheatlsy, C.M.G, 1.5.0., who was guccecded 03
Qclober 6Ot DY Brig-General A, H. Hall. =
COne further oot pnimportant duly was allotted to LS. ':;'
Turing the nsxt few weeks large draits (about @ thuusa::_tf:l:'
at a time) of so-called Malarial” Troops from other regl-
ments were atlached o us for training, pending ther
aliocation 1o varions anits as reinforcements. These ha'ii
comc {rom Palestine and Salonika. Our thle was much

——
i e e TR e Leli
* By asad emincidence, the very weel fhal the higtorizn 18 ralcies
ie eortooting tho procds of these DAEEs, e aus Tead with E.Tﬂﬂt_f_'ﬂa;t-- i
and regeet Lhay our Padre has passrd away, 1l had been V1RSI
Llaxnton for seversl woars, and in JEule, w2 im war, had noT LR
Bimnself in his onselfish fevoeslon {o dely. ]
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the same 25 it had Dbeen in the case of the Americans
a5 these troaps had had no expericnce of trench ﬁalfalu::
Quitﬁ-a varied and claborate programme WéLS_::J.TI'EJ.ﬂ ed‘
The instructional scheme incluoded, besides mili’rg;i :
exercises and lectures, much physical drill aﬁd a 1r?;
deal of recreational training. il
The _miervala were ocoupled Ino bmilding a cam
quarTying for stone and making paths and roads with t]f-;
material thus acquired. Two Assoclation Football
Leagucs were formed and the matchess which I{r]lo'v:d
were interspersed with a Cross-Country race, a Bm;iﬁ
tonmament, as well as some Rughy Football i e
The following briel summary gives Lhe r‘es.ults —

Rueey
1oth BattaI:ion Lincolnshire Begiment Diraw: 8-8
15th Battal}on Gloueester Regiment Lost: E—c-'
13th Buttﬂl%on Gloncester Regiment Won: 13—0‘
15th Battalion Gloucester Regiment WVon I' t’;—j‘t
We were deleated in the Final of the Rugby Cha:mpion;

ship by the Toth Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment.

. ASSOCIATION
:5;'[; gjta].}on _Z‘{-_r:rr'thumbcrland Fusiliers Won : z2-0,
Igi]; 2 Ll:;mn Northumberland Fusilisrs Won : 6-1.
o attalion GFnucester Regiment .. Won:4-1.
th Battalion Rifle Brigade .o Drmow pT-1
iﬂ‘:? Batta.ljiun Lincolnzhire Fegiment Waorn 3—1.
2o Bettalion ighland Light Infontry - Won: B
o B:tt ‘:;}011 Highland Light Tnfantry Lost : 1-0.
o Battf l}un l‘\rariq]'lumberland Fusiliers Waon @ 5-0.
o Baﬂ-:l 1om I\-_-:lr’r_rmmherland Fusiliers Laost ; 3-2,
e Bmi_:- ':un ]‘.‘w.urﬂ:umberkmd Tusiliers Lost © 6-a,
S Batt:}_'e“ Northumberland TFusiliers Won @ T-0.
licn Gloucester Regiment .. Draw :2-z.

In th -
Champiﬁ?m Association League we won the Brigads
R p. We also won the Brigads Cross-count-y

2CE with 0T points,
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Armistice Day was duly celebrated on November Tath
by a Commemoration Service, followed by Sports and a
Boxing Teurnament. The latter were rendered quite
fostive events by the performance of the Baitzlion Band, i

The month closed with two more Boxing Toumaments,
Bricade Sports, and a Tug-of-war contest, while in the )
Brigade Champlonship of ©* C" League the * Malarials®
attached tous werevictorions, The* Malarials " acquired |
a remarkable robustness under this regime, but some merit I
should be accorded to the effects of two nnmsual parades
which wers held daily.  Each moming a ™ Quinine “and |8
each afterncon a ** Stout ” Parade took place. Aftendance
ot the former was neither punctual nor enthusiastic, but
Whithread and Guinness can have had in their long and
honourable history few testimonials more valuable than
the daily ** 21l present ** at the latter.

And o we reached another Christmas Day, which was ==

celebrated n: before by a special dinmer, followed by A
Cemcert given by the Battalion Band, Il
Havee <
On New Year's Day we moved to billets In Aumale,
Almest daily, drafts of * Malarial”* Trocps left 1s for
other Divisions or for demchilisation. On Jaruary 15th ¢
we moved to Havre to administer the Generzl Reinforce-
ment Base Depol, and soon after Licut.-Colonel Cassy
retummed to Fngland to be demobilised. Major H K
tevens, B.C., whe had returned recently To us, assUIE
corrimand of the Battalion on February 4th, to be TollowE
in this pesition a few days later by Captain W, E. Wright,
M.C., on the former being evacuatad to hospital.
Major H. R. Stevens was the last of our original Office
to leave. Except for a brisf peried during which he W
recovering from wounds, be had served throughout H
war either with us or as O.C. rz7th Trench M
Battery, in such closs association with ws as 10 malke
always one of us. o
Our duty in Rouen was to administer the Dopls
]
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=stablished for reinforcements of the Guards and Royal
Enginecrs, who stayed in the camp on arrival from
England or from other formations until detailed to join
Divisions at the front. afts of 8o or 100 left us daily
for the Rhine.

Captain W, E. Wright, M.C,, left us on April z6th for
Cologne for duty with another battalion of the Regiment
and on April 30d, 1g15, the THary comes to an end.

We thus, as Fate would have it, completed onr service
in France on the same spot on which we had begun it
three vears before,

EnGrLaro

During the subssquent weeks, the Cadre was con-
stantly reduced in numbers as individuals received their
demobilization papers, and the histerian concludes his
leboors by following the last small contingent, which
eventuilly arrived home on gth June still as a formed
body representing the 16th Battalion Sherwood Foresters.
_ The following account is taken from The Derdy Diaily
fxfress. 3

“HEOLDIERE HOME COMING
" Derey's WreLcoME To CHaTswozTH RIFLES
_ " Despite short notice, Derby gave a hearty welcome
toa cnlD].u' party of the 10th Sherwood Foresters (Chats-
;Fﬁh Rlﬂﬁ}‘, which arrivad at the Midland Station on
! f*l'ldE}' evening, The nows of the home-coming, though
th:ta;g L.]E l"lr.*;t_ indefinite, :?prcad quickly, with the result
e 1. the train .::.tcamerl na crowd of large dimensions
En‘n]l Eﬂ"{:ﬂhlﬁt?l. S0 Imge in fact was the crowd and so
e th:' party of : sc-lfiiers that _pe::up]e on the outskiris
the ;n'i»;?g were mdlmed lobe a Iitﬂet dubions ' about
. '31 T_]1e_ little bandt, notwithstanding the
= 1:.;11 w];th 'Lj.’hICh the _bu}fs in khaki were grected at
Wﬂsiminr:..}f Leiilrmg the King's {_-nlﬂ_-m; the detachmens,
e 5 O Lieut. Rumsey, R.Q.M.5. Brindley, Sergts.

kes i 3
, Askew and Carzon, were welcomed at the station
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by the Mayor and Mayorcss (Ald. and Mrs. W. Blews
Robotham)., Ald. Lord Ree, Lient-Colonel Herbert- " |
Stepney, Mrs. Boden, Dr. Moon, and others. Though i
the party in itself was small in numbers, e significance
lay in what the men symbolized, for all of them were '
among the first to join the ranks of the Battalion when it
was raised by Lieut.-Colonel Herheri-Stepney,. It was . 3
fitting then that the Colour party should be met by theic L
old and respected commander, who had fought with them i \
in many of thesLill cngagements in which they had taken il
part since they had first crossed the waler in Tgrh,
Symbolical of « fghting unit of the famcus fighting ,
Foresters, they were worthy of the enthusiasm with
which they were welcomed home. i
““Taken by motor to the Markst Place, they were
addressed by the Mayer who refested to ihe raising of =
the 16th at = time when men were urgently needed,
On the Somme, at Ypres, and in various parts of the fae
flung battle ling, they had performed gallart deeds and, I8
while fhe loss of many brave officers and men was
deplored, Derby was grateful to them all. S
“ Expressing the greatest pleasure at Tn‘.‘i‘l'I".ﬁ%SiElg-_-i'hE_"]
return of his own men, Lieut.-Colonel Herbert-Stepney
said the happicst threc years of his life were those spent
with his Battalion. i
“ As the first man to join the Battalion after the =
Commander himself, R.Q.M.S. Brindley acknowledged
+he weleome accorded them, after which the party wete
entortained by their old leader to dinner at the Royal,
procesding thence to Nermanton Barracks.” v
The tiny trickle of Sherwood Foresters, which was then
absorbed into the vast pool of civil life, seems fittingly
correspond to the tiny trickle which had sprung lour¥
Lefore from the same town, and which had gwelled io
great stream that had made so memorable a name
themselves ard the Regiment cn the Plains of F

and Picardy.

EFILOGCUE

T ihe end of January, 1922, the Memorial Boll and
the Regimental Colours of the 16th Battalion
Sherwood Forcsters were deposited in the Chureh of
Edensor, which is situated in Chatsworth Park, the
demesne of our Feunder, the Duke of Devanshire, and
on the same oveaszion His Grace unveiled the Memomal
arected to the memory of these from the district who fell
in the war.

There was something even mors appropriate in placing
our Memarial Roll in Chatsworth Park than might be
realised al first sight, for our name—the Chatsworth
Rifles—it will beremembered, was the original desisnation
of onz of the two former Militia Regiments which were
recruited by the Lord Licutenant from the Chatsworth
District, and which in 1882 had become the 3vd Batizlion
of the Sherwood Feresters.  The ald name had bzen very
happily bestowed on us, as we bad at least two points in
cominon with our predecessors—we were recruited from
the Chatsworth District, and had been raised by the
Lord Lieutenant of the County. i
'w"a?;-iz;; t;cécasn?n referred to 2 special memorial service

» of which the following account is taken from

the locil Press ;—
Hﬂ}?'l:lgg the singing of the first hymn Lieut.-Colonel C.
Sl :EO;I ti[;?ﬁy, {"D-Sﬂ" Commaﬂ_d:i?ﬂg Officer of the
i » With a Colour Party consisting of Major H, R.

ens, M.C., REAM. J. Pep M.C. d Sergea

e v J. Pepper, » and Seorgeant
: V.L., advanced with the Colours to the steps

~ of the chance],

aﬁﬁﬁp‘tngrtﬁhﬁchym and prayers, the Vicar of Edensor
safe Eu'_.stme_ alenrs, declaring his responsibility for their
.mmderlé.}h:ind, accompanied by the Colour Party,
Feceived ﬂ-; ;irﬂﬂnmuar}', where the Bishop of Southwell
the: Moo aZ, and placed it upon the altar with

orial Roll handed to him by Lieut-Uolonel
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Herbert-Stepney.  The Memorial Rell contains the names
ol the 6oo members of the Batialion who fell in action, 7
The Duke of Devonshire then imveiled the War
Mesnorial, which was dedicated by the Bishop of Sonthe
well.
¢ After the scrvice, Officers, N.C.0.'s and men of the
16th Battalion paraded and were addressed by the Duke,
He thanked themn [or the ready response which they had
made when he, as Lord Lieutenant of the County,
asked by the King to form a Bettalion, and for th
£re record of service during the war, appezling to th
to do everything possible to bring into cvil life &
spirit of determination which had done so much o
the war, and which would ensure that the sacrifice
had not besn in vain. In concluding, he called {or th
cheers for the King. Cheers for the Dmke and
Colonel followed. Among representatives of the Batts
present were Lieut.-Colonel C. Herberi-Stepney,
H. R. Stevens, Captains Cholerton, Lord, and W
Lieuil. Blakes, E.5.M, Pepper, C.6. M. Parsons, Ser ar
Askew, Bramwell, Dunniclilfe, Egerton, Hyde, Shelds
and Slack.”
The Chatsworth Rifles have laid down their arms
in 2 military sense have ceased to exist, but the spir
self-sacrificewhich called them inte being, lives on
in a hundred homes in the hills and dales of Wottingha
and Derby, and the spirit of brotherhood which act
them during those four great years is called into 2 st
life as aften as, at the periodical teunions, We
drink the haalth of our first Commanding Officer.

APPENDICES

COMMANDING OFFICERS

Lient.-Colonel C. C. Herbert-Stepney, .5.0, April 20, 1915, to
Aug. 15, 1917.

Lient.-Colonel M. Houghton - - - Aug. 16, 1917, to
Sept. 13, 1017,
Lieut.-Colonzl J. R. Webster, D.5.0., M.C.  Sept. 14, 1017, to
March =2z, Totd.
Licut.-Colonel T. 8. Cassy, MLC. - - April 4, 1078, ta
Feb, 26, 1g140.
Captain W, E. Wright, M.C.

Feb. 27, 1914, Lo
April 26, 1919.




