THE  DIARY OF 1415 CORPOREL ALFRED AFFORD
D COMPANY

6TH BATTALION

                                  SHERWOOD FORESTERS          

NORTH MIDLAND DIVISION

BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Inspected by Lord Kitchener at Harpenden.

OCTOBER 6th 1914.

Inspected by Lord Roberts at Harpenden.

OCTOBER 13th 1914.
Inspected by His Majesty the King on FEBRUARY 19th 1915 at Braintree.
FEBRUARY 21st 1915. Air raid and bombs dropped on Braintree S.X.

Left Braintree Thursday morning FEBRUARY 25th 1915 for France, left for Southhampton 9 p.m. on King Edward same day, arrived at Hove at 4.30a.m., Friday morning FEBRUARY 26th.
FEBRUARY 27th. Left Havre at 5 p.m. for a place unknown 24 hours train ride and there billeted in an old barn, 16 miles from firing line, at this place we have to walk about with rifles loaded . On the retreat from Mons the Germans landed as far as here. Steenvorde is the name of the place.

MARCH 4th. Inspected by General Smith Dovien at Terdeghem and then rode in motors to a place called Armentieres 3 miles from the firing line, this is in Belgium. And here we were billeted in an old roofless barn.

MARCH 6th. We went for the first time up to the trenches, these are only 150 yards from the enemies trenches and we were under shell fire, we went on fatigue with the Royal Engineers repairing the firing trenches.

On MARCH 7th at 5.30 p.m. we were under heavy shell and rifle fire.  I was put on snipers duty, at this time I was only 45 yards from the German sniper.  On our return the Germans were shelling the place we came through this place is called Ploegsteert, at this place churches and houses have been burnt down and shelled. 

MARCH 9th . We marched away from Nieppe to a place called  Outtersteene, a distance of 14 miles. The Germans were at this place on the retreat from Mons, they were in the same billet as I am for 9 days.

On coming through Nieppe we saw an aeroplane duel, one German and two English, they did not fetch him down but flew wide so that our guns could find him, they fired 11 shells at him, but he escaped.

We are in France again.  On MARCH 11th we marched 16 miles to a place called Bac St-Maur, and there we were billeted in a mill where rope is made from hemp.  Next to the mill is a building that has been blown up by our 2nd Battalion.  It was an ammunitions store belonging to the Germans, when they were here our 2nd Battalion lost a lot of men in the canal close by.  This mill belonged to a German firm.

On MARCH 13th we marched 9 miles to a place called Neuf-Barquin, and there we were billeted in a barn. Here they have split our Division up, the Sherwood Foresters Brigade is attached to General Cough’s Cavalry Division.  We have been near the firing line all the time we have been in France, the Germans occupied this place on March 9th and they have been driven back 12 miles.  While we are here we have a route march everyday, from 12 to 15 miles.

MARCH 15th Started on Hand Grenade throwing, 4 men from each Platoon volunteered for it.

MARCH 24th we left our billets and marched about a mile away to some more billets to make room for our 1st Battalion, and the 4th Camorans (Terriers).  We are still in Neuf-Barquin.
Air raid on Neuf-Barquin on APRIL 1st by 3 German aeroplanes, one dropped 2 bombs on our Battalions water carts whilst they were being filled, but did not explode.

On APRIL 2nd we marched 8 miles to a place called Outtersteene and there billeted, we are expecting another move.

On APRIL 3rd we marched two miles further on towards the firing line to a place called Bailleul.
On April 1st 1 Zeppelin and 3 Taubes made a raid on this place and dropped bombs in the market place, but did not explode and no damage been done at all.

On APRIL 5th we marched off again to a place called Locre in Belgium, a distance of 5½ miles, we are within range of the Germans big guns.

On Easter Monday APRIL 5th our platoon went up to the trenches on fatigue from 6.30 p.m. 1.a.m. on Tuesday morning with our 8th Battalion, and we were under very heavy rifle fire.  Before we could get to the first line of trenches we had to go over 1200 yds of open ground, the Germans kept sending up starlight's and it was on this open ground where the Germans spotted us, they sent a volley or two.

All round this place there are churches and all kinds of other buildings burnt and blown down.  This place is called Kemmel.

On APRIL 7th we went in the trenches for our first real experience, and very quiet it was compared with other parts of the line.  

We came out on Sunday night APRIL 11th.  The night we came out they used their trench mortar on us but did no damage at all.

On Tuesday night APRIL 13th we went on R.E. fatigue at 6.30 and got back at 1.30.  The road we went on is strewn with dead bodies of French soldiers and cattle of all kinds.  The open space in front of the trenches is known as the Sahara Desert. 

We went in the trenches again on APRIL 15th for 4 days and on the 16th the Germans sent us a grenade from their trench mortar, and I had the narrowest escape in my life. One dropped close by 8 of us, not 4yds away, and never injured one, we all got a good shaking.

On the night of the 17th we had a bit of a fight.  Two of our batteries shelled the enemy's trenches, while we fired about 40 rounds rapid.  The reason for this was because the 8th Division on our left was making a charge, and we fired to keep them in the trench and stop them from re-enforcing the place where the attack was made.  The charge proved successful and was taken in 10 minutes, the bombardment lasted 1 hour and ¾, and commenced at 7.15p.m.

On APRIL 18th I was taken ill whilst in the trenches and had to be brought out at night and taken to the Dressing Station where the Doctor examined me.  I was covered all over my body with spots, a sort of nettle rash, besides suffering from neuralgia.  I had to stay at the Dressing Station till our Battalion was relieved the next day by our 8th Battalion.

Our first casualty happened on the 18th, a man has been shot through the head by a sniper. (Company casualty).

The village where our dressing station is, is called Kemmel. Where the London Scottish made their famous charge.

 APRIL 20th at 7p.m. Our Battalion went out digging a trench to get up to the first line of trenches.  This was dug to make it safe for our fatigue parties going up, and landed back at 4.30 the next morning APRIL 21st.

On APRIL 22nd went on trenching fatigue and after been at work 2 hours we had to go back to the village and “stand to” till 3 a.m. the 23rd.  We had to “stand to” on account of an attack been made on Hill 60 at Ypres. We got back to billets at 4.30 and had to sleep with everything on in case we were wanted.

APRIL 23rd we went on fatigue again carrying boards for the Sappers in the trenches we go in.  We went in at 7.30 and arrived back at 1 o’clock.

On APRIL 24th we went in the trenches at 11 p.m. for 4 days.

On APRIL 27th we had a shelling from the Germans, and some very narrow escapes we had too, it was a kind of revenge. In this trench we have Sappers at work undermining the enemies trenches, and they found out that the Germans were mining too, and to stop them they blew their shaft up.  It blew up about 2 yards short of the enemies trenches, another 12 feet and our men would have been ready for blowing the trench, and a house called “Peckham House” where the German snipers and Maxim guns are. Five hours after it had been blown up men went down, 9 were gassed, 3 officers, one of our own company and 5 Sappers and a Sergeant.  The Sergeant died, one man went down and saved two, the third being the Sergeant he tried to bring out, but was overcome with the gases himself.

Every day here and at the place we go to rest we see an aeroplane duel, but they have not brought any of ours down yet.  The last time we were in the trenches one of our aeroplanes fetched a German down with a quick firing gun.

We were relieved by our 5th Battalion on APRIL 28th and went for a bath down to Bailleul on APRIL 29th .

 APRIL 30th  7 Battalions marched through here on their way to Ypres and Hill 60. They were the 2nd Royal Irish, 2nd Monmouths, 2nd Essex, Lan, Fusilier’s, 2 East Lancs, Bedfords and one Battalion of Canadians.

APRIL 30th We had an inspection and then a church parade and the Bishop of Pretoria took it. On the same day we went on fatigue with sand bag carries and acted as stretcher bearers, we went at 7.30 and got back at 12.30 .

MAY DAY Did nothing.   

Sunday MAY 2nd Had a church parade. On MAY 2nd instead of going in the trenches we went to Kemmel and we were billeted there, our Coy is the fatigue Coy, this time we have to go up to the trenches every night with food and other things such as sand bags and coke and wood.  The farm we are in is called Hannards Farm. 

We were relieved last night MAY 6th by our 8th Battalion.  On the same night I was one of the funeral party for 8 of our men who got done in by a shell, all reserve machine gunners and one signaller, one of them was out of our Company.

MAY 7th At 7.30 p.m. went fatigue carrying barbed wire entanglements to our own trenches and got back at 12.30a.m.. 

MAY 8th Promoted to Lance Corporal.

Sunday MAY 9th We had a Church Parade.  At 8.30 we left for the trenches for another spell, don’t know how long.  We relieved the Royal Scots in J trenches, we are about 120 yards away, here their trenches being right on the edge of a wood. Snipers get up the trees here and fire right into the trench.

MAY 10th On our right in G trench the Germans have been sapping and blown it up today, it blew about 25 yards short, injuring no one.  We had to ‘stand to’ about an hour.  The same night we were relieved at 11.10 by our 7th Battalion.  Our platoon with 13 platoon is on ration fatigue.

I went in charge of a party of 17 men to take a Machine Gun up to K trench. 

We are billeted in an old farm.

MAY 11th The Germans have just been shelling this farm 2.o’clock, but they did no damage, only killed one horse.

MAY 12th Thirteen of us including our Platoon Sergeant and Commander and Officers went up to the trenches in broad daylight, and we were in full view of the Germans 5 or 6 times.  On our way back we went through all the houses and farm we came across, and the furniture in all these places was all broke up, and cattle of all kinds buried under the roof of the places, they were in shells, having gone through and killed them.

MAY 13th We are expecting to be relieved today. We were relieved by our 5th Battalion, and instead of going back to our own Billets at Locre we were billeted just behind the firing line near to Kemmel.

This farm is called Seige Farm.

MAY 17th We went up to the trenches to relieve the 5th Battalion in T. 6. Trench on Reserve trench till MAY 19th.  We were shelled heavy and had to retire into some dug outs close by, one shell dropped close and hit the M.G’s two only received slight scalp wounds.

MAY 21st We are being relieved tonight by our 5th Battalion, on being relieved we went and billeted under canvas about 4 miles from the firing line.

Whit Sunday, MAY 23rd We had Church Service on enlined Picket, this is if they want reinforcing one Company every night. We have just had (7.30) two German Taubes over, two of our Guns drove them back, and two of our aeroplanes followed them over their own lines.

MAY 24th Whit Monday we were inspected by General Sir H. Plumer.  Early this morning the Germans started using gas again, and with a very strong wind the people in the village 7 miles behind the firing line were drove out of their houses, and there was a very heavy artillery duel all night through.  

We went in the trenches on MAY 25th  at 11 p.m., where we relieved our 5th Battalion in K 2 , B trench.

MAY 29th Some of Kitcheners Army came in for instructional purpose, they are the 8th Battalion Kings Royal Rifles.

MAY 30th We had 8 put on the casualty list besides 5 K.R.R., four of our men were very serious, our platoon Commander was wounded, all except one was wounded by trench mortars.

We were relieved at 12.30 a.m. by our 5th Battalion, and were billeted at a farm just behind the firing line.

MAY 31st Went for a bath to Bailleul.

JUNE 1st we moved from our billet and had to build huts to sleep in.  Every day we have two parades for respirator drill.  We keep them on for about five or ten minutes and practice breathing through them.

JUNE 3rd We moved from the huts we built to a place just behind the trenches where we stayed the night in the cellars, it has been a Creamery at one time, but the engines and machinery have all been broke up by shells.

JUNE 4th We went up to the trenches and relieved our 5th Battalion and K.R.F’s in K1a trench.

JUNE 5th At 10.30 p.m. we had a platoon of kit.

Shropshire Light Infantry came in for instructions, and they are going out tonight with us.

JUNE 8th We were relieved by our 5th Battalion and S.L.I. at 12 p.m..

On JUNE 12th  we relieved our 5th Battalion, and S.L.I. in K 3 trench.  We are having some of the K.O.Y.L.I. with us.  K 3 is a support trench.

JUNE 13th I took 3 men and went on a listening patrol in front of our trenches and we got within 40 or 50 yds of them, I was out 1 hour and 35 minutes.

JUNE 14th I went out at ¼ to 11 on a listening patrol in front of our trenches and came in again at 11.

JUNE 15th At 8.30 p.m. the Huns blew a mine up in J. 3 trench which was occupied by the 8th Battalion and the K.O.Y.L.I. There were 28 in it altogether, we had a nice set to, after our artillery bombarded them and they were sending 160lb trench mortars but did not land them far enough.

JUNE 16th we are expecting our relief’s tonight, we were relieved by our 5th Battalion at 11.15.

JUNE 19th we have been inspected by Leut Gen Sir A. Fergusson.

JUNE 20th we have been temporarily transferred to the 1st Army Corp. and expect moving today.  We marched 9 miles to a place called Vlamertinge, and we were billeted in huts.

JUNE 23rd we relieved the 5th D.L.I. at Hill 60, in trench No5.

JUNE 29th,  We were relieved by the 5th Leicester’s, the trench we were in was trench 45.  After being relieved we had to march 16 miles to billets, and landed to billets at 7 the next morning.  We stopped half way and had a drink of tea.  The place we are billeted at is called Poperhinge.
JULY 10th Proceeding on leave, left Poperhinge 1.58.
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