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Repert on operations fer night 2Q/élst Mareh enwards.
Reference Map. 57 C. N.W, 2. 1,/&0’000.
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In writing the account of the above actdon,
difficulty 1s at once encountered,owing te the fact that 2ll
recordsincluding War Diary, Defence schemes, and Operatien

Oraers were 1°3iﬁdeed the only information available is that
afferded by messages sent te the Brigade H.Qs. during the actien,
and the statements of the feur men who were the only suvivers.

On the night of March 20/21st, the 59th Divisien was
holding the front line ef the right flank of the 6th Corps
reund BULLECOURT, The 178th Inf. Bde. was holding the right
fepward secter, with the 7th Sherwoods on the right frent,
2?5%5 Sherwoods on the left frent, and 2/5th Sherwoods in
supoort Immediately N. of the villiage of WNOREUIL, the latter
under the' comnand of Lieut. Col. H.R. Gzdd. M.C., with Majer R.C.
Trench as éhcomd in command. B SRS S

f

Batgalion H.Qs. in the sunken road ruming from NOREUIL te
LONGATTE about  'Ce9.d.8.5. The remainder of the battalion

in thé.trenches and sunken road round about LGARER Corner
at cplon CQ 6.9.

An attack by the enemy in ferce had been expected
for some days past. s

At about 4.30 a.m. on the morning of March 21st, the
enemy comaenceéd a.heavy bombardment en the whele area with
Gas Shells. Gas Magks were immediately put on, and the
Companies moved out te their stamd-te nositiens -

RIGHT FRONT:- "B" Coy. te NOREUIL SWITCH reund C.5. C.4.4.
LEFT FRONT:-  "A® Goy. te SYDNEY AVENUE round C.4.d.8.0.
SUPPORT COY:- "D Coy te DEWSBURY TRENCH reund C.10.B.7.4.
RESERVE COY:- "C" Coy to Sunken Boad round C.9.d.8.5.
NARRATIVE, B o

At 5 gem.

the enemy commenced a heavy bombardment with H.E.

The following messages were reeeived at Bde. H.Qg. -

Message by rummer frem a/bth Sherwoods sent off at 7.5 a.me
" In communication with both frent battaliens, who repert -
shelling general, but net very heavy AAA All battaliens are
being gassed AAA Gregter part ef shelling goingwest of
NOREUIL -LONGATTE Roada AAA Ve sigh of hestile attack as
yet AAA™

Message by rumner timea 8430 2.m. " Hogtile shelling still

heavy , but gassing has coased -AAA Casualties de not appear
te be heavy, but this is uncertain AAA"

a/Lieut Williamson , Liasen Officer with Bae. H.Qs. went
forward and sent back the follewing message by rumner, timed
9245 a.m. " Heavy Shelling of front lime 5na s;nstem‘.r -
apparently frem QUEANT gsna HENDECOURT AAA WNOREUIL alley
heavily shellea AAA We aereplane activity, and ne machine
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gun fire . Se far as can be ascertained the enemy barraéé has °
noet yet lirted frem the frent line ¢

Message from 5th Sherweods timed 10.4 O a.m., by runner states
" Enemy reported te be about C.ll.a.l.5 Enemy barrage ea .
PONTEFRACT, and DEWSBURY TRENCHES, and enemy advancing AAA
Enemy also attacking near junctioen eof ILKNE% SUPPORT, and
HALIFAX AA :

Further unconfirmed reperts state :- FEnemy have penetrated
DEWSBURY AAA Am manning NOREUIL - LONGATTE Read , and

ready te fem defensive flanks te the right"

Megsage by runner frem 5th Sherwoods timed 12 noon %=
"Situatien as follews :- We are helding NOREUIL SWITCH

from C.9.d.9.4. and road near Batt. H.Qs. AAA Enemy have
captured DEWSBURY ang PONTEFRACT, and appear te be digging

in AAA Have formed defensive flank down NOREUIL SWITCH

from C.9.d.9.4. westwards. Enemy moving in large numbers
aleng ridge C.17.C. AAA Am prolonging my line aleng read :
tewards LONGATTE AAA Terces at my dispesal estimated

at 150. AAA

-

-

2/Lieut Williamson &th S.F. returned te Bde HQs. at 1 p.m.

reported :- " At 10.15.when nearing the Battalidén H.0Os. '
enemy creeping barrage lifted om te the NOREUIL- LONGRTTE !
Read " He remalned at H.Qs. until 12 noen, and them returmed
by NOREUIL Village and Valley, at which time the enemy ’
were already in the villize . ‘

GENERAL, '
The bombarédment was apparently extremely heavy, !
commeﬁgéng with gas shells and followed frem 5 a.me. onwards '
wj. th Lok ; . |
- The thickmess ef the fog made it extremely difficult
for the men te see if the enemy were advancing, or whether :
eur men were appreachinge.
The enemy sppears te have pushed down the NOREUIL
Valley in large mumbers, and tuming, te have attacked the
Battallen om its flank.
From imfermatlon gathered 1t is certain that the
Battalien fought mest gallantly, and the last message frem
Lieut/Cel. Gadd bears this eute.

. CASUALTIES. ) i
R e e S R e S j
KILLED, Officers. 3
Mg jer C.ER.C. Trenche.
2/L%. F, Walters
L C.R. Brandeth.
Other Rankse. 3.
MISSING BELIEVED
KILIED, Officers . |

capt. R.J- Ca.se. ] - S
Other Ranks 2.
WOUNDED & MISSING

% Officers. 3

A/Ca.p‘t. H. Waterhouse.
Il ut. ‘R-E'E. G'I'Oner-
Lisut. P.A. Murphy.

Other Ranks 8.
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MISsInG. Orfricers. 2. .
Lt/Col. H.R. Gadd. M.C. ' { i
Ilt. P.S. whist@no ; - .

Lt. F.H. Sutherland
L C.L. Wilkinsone.

Lt. A.H. Chamberses
/Lt. W. Hague. :
« Re Stonees
I‘tv HdE. Bal‘kﬁ!‘.
te L.Jeo de Mauny.

t. S.B. Grayson.

e s F R

4

L’_:‘;“--——_. v B A. Middlemlsse.
S — 1. y !
Te TeSs Allen.
2, =R 0. Rabins‘.l. A
J - U.M. Wrig!itc e |
a/Il e Worre Igacking- / |
. 2/Lt. A.E. Silverwood.
f-. Y.E. Andrevys. - :
r‘" 8 : - A. J- &nith“ _/b |
{ Lte U. W, Jag’-" v |
Copte A.C. Juadd ( Chaplin attd.)
; Other Ranks. 599. .
- - *.
~ WOUNDED. Officers 2. {
3 . Gept, T. Nadain. ( Bde. H.Q. Stafrf ) ]
; Copte Woltc—Yodwht . g0 - .\ |
| - = TEmaA |
. SR, Other Ranks 12. \ =3
| SUVIVORS. '
: Other Ranks 4.
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